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Setting an example 


, In last week’s issue, we carried.our report of the United States Grand 


. Prix, in which Niki Lauda clinched the 1977 World Championship of 


Drivers, and the 1976 World Champion, James Hunt, scored a second 
successive victory at Watkins Glen. Accordingly, we entitled our race 
report ‘Champions both’. In view of the subsequent behaviour of both 
\ men, we are tempted to call our Canadian Grand Prix report ‘Prima 
donnas both’. 

No matter how poor his relationship with his team has become, we 
find it disgraceful that a newly crowned World Champion should show 
such selfish disregard for race promoters and spectators. By refusing to 
take part in the Grand Prix, Niki Lauda forgot that the fans are the | 
lifeblood of motor racing. His action revealed an attitude which other 
drivers should be very careful not to emulate. 

An even worse example was set by our outgoing champion. The fact 
that James Hunt punched a volunteer track official was headline news 
all over the world. If he is unable to control his emotions, there must 
be serious doubts about his fitness to represent motor racing as its 
World Champion. 

The sport’s two leading name drivers brought motor racing into 
disrepute last weekend. 


USAC in England 


Our congratulations to John Webb. The Managing Director of Motor 
Circuit Developments has pulled off a deal he has been working on for 
some considerable time, and has succeeded in persuading the United 
States Automobile Club to stage two of their Championship races in 
Britain next year. The events will be held on consecutive weekends in 
the autumn at Brands Hatch and Silverstone (see Pit & Paddock). 

Like our readers, we are sure, AUTOSPORT relishes the prospect of 
Foyt, Andretti, Rutherford, Sneva, Johncock and the other top 
American drivers competing in England with the 800bhp turbocharged 
USAC Championship cars. Webb has ensured that USAC will accord 
the two races full Championship status, so we expect all the aces to 
cross the Atlantic. 

In previous Editorials we have indulged in pipedreams about 
Anglo-American events similar in concept to those successfully pro- 
moted in motorcycle racing. Webb’s efforts have brought these 
pipedreams closer to reality and we urge our readers to give the events, 
their full support. 


Common sense prevails 


In the past, we have criticised the RAC for not giving themselves 
enough leeway when deciding on the penalities to be imposed on 
errant teams and drivers, for there have been many cases of the 
punishment being far too severe to fit the crime. We take off our hats 
to them, therefore, for climbing down at last from their earlier stand on 
the Stephen South nonsense (see Editorial May 12). South’s offence 
was minimal and, even though we are a little concerned that South 
escaped without penalty of any kind, there is no doubt that, broadly 
speaking, justice has been done. 


cover picture 


Top: After a pair of fifth-place finishes, Clay Regazzoni was again 
out of luck at Mosport Park last Sunday, crashing his Ensign 
early in the race. An action-packed Canadian GP was won by 
Jody Scheckter’s Wolf. Report: page 14. 


Bottom: Fiat now lead Ford in the World Rally Championship with 
130 points to 124; two rounds remain. Pictured is Maurizio Verini 
on his way to second place in the Fiat one-two-three in San Remo 
last weekend. Report: page 22. Photo: Hugh Bishop. 


James Hunt reports on the controversial Canadian GP—Rull 
report of the Castrol 77, penultimate round of the Castrol/Auto- 
sport Rally Championship—tThe last ever ShellSport Internation- 
al Group 8 race at Brands Hatch—Top Formula 3 dicers Eje Elgh, 
Stephen South and Derek Daly fight out the BP championship at 
Donington—Supplement: Production cars in competition.” 


“These items were correct at the time of going to press. 
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USAC in England 
—it’s confirmed! 


As exclusively forecast in AUTOSPORT 
some weeks ago, there are indeed to be 
a couple of USAC races in this country 
next year! Confirmation of this exciting 
news came at the beginning of the week 
from Motor Circuit Developments, 
who will promote both races. 

“With the top F1 teams now able to 
appear at Brands Hatch and Silverstone 
only once each year, there is need for 
another motor racing spectacular,” said 
John Webb, commenting on his deci- 
sion to bring the USAC brigade over 
the Atlantic. For Webb, this is some- 
thing of a coup, a project on which he 
has been working for a long time, and 
we hope and trust that his hard work 
and faith is repaid by large crowds. We 
would like to see these two races be- 
come an annual event. 

They will be run at Silverstone on 
September 30 and at Brands Hatch on 
October 7. Being rounds of the USAC 


Championship, the races are bound to 
attract all the leading runners, and we 
gather that 20 cars will start in each. 
Prize money and transportation alone 
will come to £300,000, and to keep costs 
even to this level, it is necessary to stage 
the races on successive weekends. They 
will, incidentally, be organised by 
USAC, the BRDC and the BRSCC. 

At first sight, Brands Hatch would 
seem to be a little bit tight for the 
800bhp USAC Championship cars, but 
they coped well with Mosport Park 
earlier this year. Logically, the cars 
should be more in their element at 
Silverstone, whose characteristics 
should suit them fine. We have heard it 
said that the chicane would be removed 
for the occasion! Can you see a whole 
bunch of them skittering through 
Woodcote on their narrow tyres, with 
800bhp on tap to take them down to 
Copse. . . ? 


FNGB stay with Ken, 
join Yarborough 


At Watkins Glen there were rumours 
that despite the handshake between 
Fred Stecher and Ken Tyrrell at Dijon, 
First National City were not, after all, 
renewing their sponsorship agreement 
with Ken’s team for 1978. 

Happily, this is not the case, and the 
name of FNCB will appear on the cars 
of Depailler and Pironi next year. The 
agreement was signed about ten days 
ago, and Karl Kempf’s R & D pro- 
gramme will be able to continue. 

FNCB are also to sponsor Cale 
Yarborough’s Junior Johnson Chevro- 


Ago—to switch finally? 


Agostini to 
race cars? 


From Italy comes news that Giacomo 
Agostini may once again be contem- 
plating a switch from bikes to cars. The 


35-year-old Italian was apparently 
down to drive in the Imola F1 race 
(which was later cancelled). 

Apparently Agostini is now having 
difficulty in acquiring a works ride, and 
has indicated that he might not contin- 
ue next year unless a factory contract is 
offered. Marlboro, with whom he has a 
personal contract, are supposedly keen 
for him to try cars. In the past—the 
distant past—Giacomo tested both an 
F2 Ferrari Dino and an F2 March. In 
neither was he very impressive. 
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let in next year’s NASCAR Grand 
National Championship, following the 
withdrawal of Cale’s longtime sponsor, 
Holly Farms. This year, of course, the 
bank has backed Benny Parsons’s 
Chev, and this is also to continue. 

Less certain, however, is the com- 
pany’s future involvement with 
CanAm. Total sponsorship of the entire 
series has cost Stecher very little this 
year, but still it is doubtful that he has 
had value for money. The series has 
been a disaster, let’s face it, and it is 
doubtful that FNCB will continue. 


Italian F3 
dispute 


Strange underhand dealings went on at 
the final round of the FIA-sanctioned 
European Formula 3 Championship at 
Vallelunga last weekend (Racecard). 
Before practice on Saturday, Pino Tri- 
vellato’s lawyers confiscated Fernando 
Jorge’s Persico Pizzamiglio owned Ralt. 

The story started some months ago 
when Jorge ended his contract with 
Trivellato after the Italian team, ac- 
cording to the Brazilian, had failed to 
meet its commitments over mechanics 
and testing. So Jorge bought a Ralt with 
which to finish his F3 season. 

After talks with Pino Trivellato, 
Jorge said that it was verbally agreed 
that he would pay 374 million lire for 
the nine races that he started, and 
would hand over his Chevron and two 
engines. This was done, but the works 
manager instigated the impounding of 
the Ralt, claiming that more money was 
owed. 

Legally, the Chevron and engines 
apparently still belong to Jorge, but 
Italian driver Beppe Gabbiani has the 
engines, and the Trivellato team has 
hired Jorge’s Chevron to Formula Italia 
driver Siegfried Sthor, without seeking 
Jorge’s permission. 

It looks set for a lengthy legal battle 
in Italy. 


This was the one Walter most wanted. 


edited ” Nigel Roebucl 


Stuck to join Jody 
in F1 Wolf team? 


Informed sources lead us to believe that 
the Wolf team will be a two-car opera- 
tion next year. The identity of Jody 
Scheckter’s team-mate is still not 
known, but will be either Ronnie Peter- 
son or Hans Stuck. The latter looks a 
much more likely bet. He is so far 
without a drive for next year and would 
be happy to be number two, unlikely to 
rain on Jody’s parade. There were ru- 
mours earlier this year of a tie-up 
between Stuck and Wolf. 

Then again, of course, it could yet be 
Ronnie. However, the word in Canada 
was that the Swede’s deal with Lotus 
was almost done, to the undisguised 
chagrin of Mario Andretti. As well as 
that, Scheckter was less than compli- 
mentary about Peterson’s driving tac- 
tics in the race, and is unlikely to feel 
favourably disposed towards him at 
present! 

There is also talk at present that the 
Wolf team is about to land a major 
sponsor. Count Zanon? 


Hans Stuck (ababa) is still without a Fi drive for next year, but a second Wolf looks 
likely. Ronnie Peterson’s name has also been mentioned but the Swede seems set to 
rejoin Lotus. This was Mosport last weekend. 


It was disturbing to see that Ian Ash- 
ley’s AGV helmet—similar to the one 
worn by Niki Lauda at the Niirburgring 
last year—suffered the same fate. In the 
course of Ashley’s truly horrifying acci- 
dent at Mosport on Friday, his helmet 
came off, leaving the driver hideously 
vulnerable for a large part of the acci- 
dent. Miraculously, of course, Ian suf- 
fered no head injuries at all, and will be 
flown home to England this week. 
During practice at Mosport, the 
French drivers—most of whom wear 


Mosport helmet purge 


GPA helmets which are manufactured 
in France—were told to replace them 
with Bell Stars. This they did. It was 
then discovered that Jabouille’s head, 
encased in the larger Bell, protruded 
above the imaginary line between front 
and rear roll-over bars, and the French- 
man was told not to go out. Jean-Pierre 
gave the officials a few well-chosen 
words to the effect that, if they were so 
concerned about safety, their time 
could more profitably be spent on at- 
tention to their circuit. . . . 
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Good prospects for 
Endurance series 


The FIA World Challenge for En- 
durance Drivers, first mooted at the 
CSI’s Monza press conference, is begin- 
ning to take shape. At the Glen there 
was a meeting between Bill France, 
John Bishop (IMSA) and other leading 
factions in sports and GFracing. Com- 
plete agreement between all parties was 
reached as to a formula embracing all 
types of competing car and a race 
programme for next year. Eligible for 
the championship will be G6, GS, G4, 
TransAm and IMSA cars, divided, ob- 
viously, into many classes. 

Qualifying rounds will be at Daytona 
Beach (February 4), Sebring (March 
18), Talladega (April 2), Monza (April 
24), Silverstone (May 14), the Nur- 
burgring (May 28), Le Mans (June 10), 
the Osterreichring (June 25), Watkins 
Glen (July 8), Spa (July 22), Mosport 


(August 20), Mid-Ohio (August 27) 
and Brands Hatch (September 24). 

The prize fund is apparently very 
healthy, and the decision to base the 
championship on drivers rather than 
cars could be the saving of sports car 
racing—from the spectators’ point of 
view. The manufacturers, of course, 
could well take a different view. One 
thing does strike us as unrealistic, how- 
ever. After three US rounds at the 
beginning of the year, the teams will 
come over to Europe for five rounds, 
back to America for one, back to Eur- 
ope for one, back to the US for two and 
back to Europe for the last one. This, 
surely, will involve a great deal of 
unnecessary travel expense. Will Al 
Holbert, for instance, bother to ship his 
Chevy Monza over to Europe simply 
for a single race at the end of the year? 


Gaydon at Donington 


Tom Wheatcroft has announced that he 
has appointed Peter Gaydon, Managing 
Director of Donington Park Circuit, 
which also encompasses the Donington 
Park Collection of Racing Cars. Gay- 
don will take over responsibility for the 
circuit in November in preparation for 
the 1978 season. 

Gaydon is well qualified to head the 
new management structure at Doning- 
ton, having worked in the motor indus- 


try for nine years, been a professional 
racing driver for two years, and for the 
last six years run his own company— 
Motor Race Consultants. He has been a 
Director of the BRDC and a member of 
the Council of the BARC and the 
Board of Thruxton (BARC) Ltd. 

Barry Bland has been appointed 
Managing Director and Chief Execu- 
tive of Motor Race Consultants to suc- 
ceed Gaydon. 


ickx on Bathurst 


Jacky Ickx was mightily impressed with 
the Bathurst circuit, where he co-drove 
a Ford Falcon. to victory in the recent 
Hardie-Ferodo 1000 saloon car race. 
After the race, Jacky said he thought it 
a wonderful track and that he consid- 
ered it would be worthwhile spending a 
lot of money on it to bring it up to 
international safety standards. Like 
many drivers seeing the place for the 


first time, he was critical of the lack of 
safety barriers to prevent cars from 
going off the side of the mountain. . . . 
He also thought that some trees needed 
to be removed. 

Car owner Allan Moffat, who co- 
drove with Ickx, was delighted with the 
Belgian’s performance, and has already 
offered Jacky the ride next year. 


Jacky Ickx looks happy after his Bathurst victory. The Austalian Prime Minister, 
Malcolm Frazer, prepares to hand him the trophy. 
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During the very wet session at Mosport, the Michelins on the Renault really 
worked well, Jabouille setting the quickest time. 


South—happy again. 


South 
reinstated 


Following a meeting of the Stewards of 
the RAC last Friday, Stephen South is 
back in contention for the BP F3 Cham- 
pionship. South, you will recall, was 
disqualified from third place in the 
championship round at Silverstone on 
April 3. After the race, it was found 
that his rear wing was half a centimetre 
too high on one side and, in addition to 
losing his third place, he was also ‘fined’ 
20% of the maximum possible score in 
this year’s championship—27 points. 
This, of course, effectively ruled him 
out of the reckoning. 

The Stewards decided that, while the 
car unquestionably had been illegal, 
South’s penalty had been too severe. 
Consequently, his points were restored 
to him, his position in the championship 
correspondingly altered, and a £100 
fine was substituted. With two rounds 
to go (Donington this weekend and 
Thruxton on October 30), South now 
finds himself in second place in the 
championship, only two points behind 
Eje Elgh. 


AJ erupts 


During qualifying for the recent 500- 
miler at Ontario Motor Speedway, the 
wife of one A. J. Foyt’s friends was 
asked to leave the pits because she was 
wearing a skirt. (Bare legs and open- 
toed shoes are banned from the pits by 
USAC!) This sort of thing always up- 
sets Anthony Joseph. In an instant, all 
Citicorp badges and decals were re- 
moved from his car and overalls—for 
the second time this season! Citicorp is, 
of course, the series sponsor of the 
USAC Championship. So why did A. J. 
react that way? He had spied Fred 
Stecher in his awful Bermuda shorts a 
little farther down the pit lane. . . . 


New Pacific 
series in NZ 


The Motorsport Association of New 
Zealand has announced that its premier 
motor racing championship, for 
Formula Pacific cars, will be sponsored 
for the next three seasons by Union 
Travel, and the series will be known as 
the Union Travel Formula 1 Champion- 
ship. Union Travel, an offshoot of the 
Union Steam Ship Company, has taken 
an option on the Gold Star series for a 
fourth season, also. 

The opening round of the 1977-78 
series will be held at Ruapuna Park, 
Christchurch, on October 16. This race 
will clash with the annual Benson & 
Hedges production saloon marathon at 
Pukekohe, so the top Kiwi drivers who 
usually get a run in the long-distance 
event will probably be defectors this 
time. However, Dave McMillan intends 
to drive an Escort in the late stages at 
Pukekohe, flying north after racing his 
Ralt at Ruapuna! 


Don’t bother 


When at the Glen the other week, we 
received an invitation to the premiere 
of ‘Bobby Deerfield’, the new film 
which stars Al Pacino (Marlon Bran- 
do’s son in ‘The Godfather’) and 
Marthe Keller. The film, as you may 
have heard, has a motor racing back- 
ground. And that, frankly, is all itis. In 
a movie lasting over two hours, there is 
perhaps five minutes’ actual racing 
footage! 

It begins badly with the usual hack- 
neyed shot of a lone driver walking 
through a deserted pit area. This is 
Bobby Deerfield, an intense, with- 
drawn individual (he can’t relate, 
people, he just can’t relate). He drives 
for Martini Brabham, meets a girl 
(Marthe Keller), eventually falls for 
her, discovers she is incurably ill. . . . 
All this takes two hours of screen time, 
and the film seemed interminable to us. 
A bit like ‘Love Story’ with blood. Only 
two races are shown, and both feature 
lurid, speeded-up accidents. We wer- 
en’t at all impressed with the picture, 
but Marthe Keller’s voice is possibly 
worth the admission price on_ its 
own.... 


@ Expect news soon of a Michelin 
contract for Ferrari. The Italian team 
has been testing the tyres for some 
time—since 1968, in fact. 


@ Due to production difficulties, Pri- 
vate Ear has had to be held over this 
week. 
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Kennedy—F3 Donington on Sunday. 


Kennedy in 
England 


Irish former Formula Ford ace David 
Kennedy, who has had a fine run in the 
hotly contested European Formula 3 
Championship this year and yet some- 
how has not managed to win a race, will 
be seen in Britain for only the second 
time this season when he races in next 
Sunday’s BP championship race at 
Donington. 

Kennedy, who raced a hired Ralt at 
Silverstone in July after his AFMP 
March deal had fallen through, has 
been competing in Europe at the wheel 
of one of Jo Marquart’s new Argo JM1 
chassis. He has led several races recent- 
ly, but has fallen foul of the tactics of 
his Italian adversaries, notably Beppe 
Gabbiani, who admitted to ‘brain-fade’ 
following last Sunday’s shunt at Valle- 
lunga (Racecard). 

Provided that 
works/Findus sponsored Argo can be 
repaired in time, Kennedy will race it at 
Donington against the cream of the 
British-based F3 drivers this weekend. 
He will join his compatriot Derek Daly, 
who with 50 championship points is 
engaged in an exciting battle for the BP 
title with Eje Elgh (53), the reinstated 
Stephen South (51), Derek Warwick 
(39) and Geoff Lees (35). 

The runner-up in the European se- 
ries, Sweden’s Anders Olofsson, was 
also to have raced at Donington, but we 
understand that Anders has now sold 
his Ralt and will not be coming. How- 
ever, his absence will detract little from 
a fine entry list which includes Geoffrey 
Brabham, back from the Bathurst 1000 
to race his Ralt. 


catchpole 


POOR OLD JANE ITUUST WASNT HIS 
DAY, FIRST HE'S PUNCHING ITOUT FOR 
THE LEAD, AND HELOSES. THEN HE HAS 
A PUNCH UP WITH HIS TEAM MATE... 


the Group Water- . 


Three Martinis for 
Donington F2 race 


The final round of the European F2 
Championship, to be run at Donington 
on October 30, is looking good. With a 
week remaining before the close of 
entries, 35 have already been received. 
Originally the race was to have been 
run on an aggregate two-heat basis, but 
now there will be a single 65-lap race, in 
which 24 cars will start. 

The Martini team, which has already 
won the European Championship, has 
entered three cars for their last appear- 
ance (there will be no F2 Martini pro- 
gramme next year, for Tico Martini and 
Rene Arnoux will be fully occupied 


Brands G8 
prospects 


The final round of the Shellsport Inter- 
national Group 8 series takes place on 
Sunday at Brands Hatch and, although 
the title has already gone to local man 
Tony Trimmer in his Melchester Racing 
Surtees TS19, a representative entry 
has been received for the race, to be 
held over 25 laps of the Grand Prix 
circuit. 

Formula 1 cars are driven by Trim- 
mer, Guy Edwards (March), Divina 
Galica (Surtees) and Spaniards Emilio 
Villota (McLaren) and Herman Her- 
stenberg (Lyncar). Damien Magee, 
Keith Holland, Bruce Allison, Robin 
Smith and Don Gray give their Chevro- 
let-engined beasts a final fling before 
they are relegated to Formule Libre. 
Tony Rouff’s Ralt is challenged by the 
F2 cars of the unknown Austrian Her- 
bert Jerich (March 752) and John Tait’s 
elderly Brabham. Mike Wilds will be 
out again in the Templar Tillers/Aim 
Racing Chevron-Essex, and the sole 
Atlantic car belongs to Kevin Bowditch 
(Conoco-Lyncar). 

Late news about Brands concerns 
Valentino Musetti, who will be return- 
ing from filming commitments in Can- 
ada to take part in his final Group 8 
race with the 3.4-litre March which, like 
the Wilds Chevron, is outlawed in next 
year’s replacement F1/F2 series. 

The last G8 race at the Kent circuit 
was won by Villota’s Iberia/Medinabi 
McLaren (his third victory of the se- 
ries), so can the bank manager from 
Madrid make it four? 
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with the new F1 car). At Donington, 
the cars will be driven by Arnoux and 
Estoril winner Didier Pironi (almost 
certainly Depailler’s team-mate at Tyr- 
rell next year). The driver of the third 
car has not yet been decided, but 
Hughes de Chaunac hopes to put an 
‘ace’ in it—which could mean Patrick 
Depailler or Jean-Pierre Jabouille. 

All the other front runners are ex- 
pected to be there, and Geoff Brabham 
will make his F2 debut with a Ralt. 
Further star names are expected for this 
meeting, so look for more news next 
week. 


Briefly. . . 


@ Three unusual entries for the Tricen- 
trol Group 1 race round at Brands 
Hatch next Sunday come from Den- 
mark. They are the familiar Holger 
Knudsen, who brings a Vauxhall Mag- 
num with him this time; Arne Riis with 
a Castrol-backed Dolomite Sprint; and 
the VW Scirocco of Per Sorensen. It 
will be interesting to see whether Knud- 
sen can get near Gerry Marshall or Jeff 
Allam, and whether Riis will be a 
match for Tony Dron or Brian Muir, 
and whether the British-based VWs of 
Brian Pepper and Richard Lloyd can 
challenge the Sorensen car. A second 
BMW/Castrol BMW, this time a 3.0Si, 
is also entered, although the driver has 
yet to be nominated. 


@ Peter Mackintosh has resigned from 
the FICA and is expected shortly to 
take up a new job within racing. 


@ Keke Rosberg will drive a Kauhsen- 
Renault in the Japanese F2 GP at 
Suzuka on November 6. Other Europe- 
an drivers taking part include Jacques 
Laffite and Jean-Pierre Jabouille. Keijo 
will also be doing the entire ‘Formula 
Atlantic championhip in Canada and 
the States next year, again driving for 
Fred Opert. 


@ Commenting on Niki Lauda’s deci- 
sion not to run at Mosport, Clay Regaz- 
zoni had this to say: “‘It is all very sad. 
All the time motor racing is considered 
less and less as a sport and more and 
more as a business—even by some of 
the drivers. They don’t love racing for 
its own sake, but only for World Cham- 
pionship points and the dollars which 
come from them.” 


... AND LOSES OUT. FINALLY HE HAS 
A PUNCH UP WITH A MARSHAL AND HE 
GETS A £1400 UPPERCUT. 

All 1 CAN SAY IS... 
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@ USAC drivers work hard. Take the 
current schedule of Johnny Parsons, for 
example. Last Friday night, he took 
part in a USAC midget meeting in 
California, and on Sunday he raced a 
sprint car at Eldora in Ohio. Tomorrow 
(Friday), he will do CanAm practice at 
Riverside, California, then fly back to 
Syracuse, New York, for a USAC 
Championship dirt race on Saturday 
afternoon. ,Allowing for the time 
change, he can then make it back to 
California for a midget race at Ascot on 
Saturday evening, after which he will 
drive in the CanAm race at Riverside 
on Sunday! And in his spare time. . . . 


@ Assuming that next year’s CanAm 
Championship does take place, it is 
virtually certain that the Haas/Hall Lola 
will be driven by Rolf Stommelen. 


@ James Hunt was not the only driver 
to suffer financially for ignoring the 
rules and regs at Mosport. Ronnie Pe- 
terson also decided to walk back to the 
pits on the track, after his Tyrrell had 
expired. For his pains, he was fined 
$500. 


Good for you, Adam Kaminski, 
the Moet et Chandon is yours this 
week. Mr Kaminski was one of 


very few who thought that Jody 
Scheckter would win the Canadian 
Grand Prix, predicting that the 
South African’s average speed 
would be 117.98mph. It was, in 
fact, 118.032mph. 

The moral winner at Mosport 
was unquestionably Mario An- 
dretti, who won last year’s Japa- 
nese Grand Prix for Lotus. Can he 
do it again? His average speed in 
last year’s very wet race was 
114.09mph, but a more useful 
guide for you would be his pole 
position speed, which was 
133.21mph. Let us have your post- 
cards, please, by Friday, October 
21. Send them to Autosport Edi- 
torial, Haymarket Publishing Ltd, 
76 Dean Street, London WIA 
1BU. 


by Barry Foley 
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At the Roman circuit of Vallelunga last 
Sunday, Oscar Pedersoli won the final 
round of the European Formula 3 
Championship by three-tenths of a sec- 
ond from fellow Ralt driver Piero Nec- 
chi. Third and fourth places went to the 
new champion Piercarlo Ghinzani and 
Elio de Angelis, while Siegfried Sthor 
(having his first F3 race) beat Marcello 
Rosei for fifth. Hero of the race, 
though, was David Kennedy, who led 
for seven fantastic laps before Beppe 
Gabbiani crashed into him. That inci- 
dent rather threw a cloud over the rest 
of the race, as Gabbiani was taken to 
hospital, although fortunately for ob- 
servation only. 

Of a healthy 78-car entry, only 34 
cars made their way down to Valle- 
lunga. Few of the European contingent 
bothered to enter or arrive, so the grid 
was dominated by Italians. Anders 
Olofsson took his Ralt home to Sweden 
after his victory at the Niirburgring the 
previous week, as his runner-up posi- 
tion in the championship could not be 
challenged. Also missing was the 
Hawke of Jan Lammers, the first race 
of the series that the talented Dutch 
driver has missed. 

After days of testing and three hours 
of practice, it was the local ace de 
Angelis who planted his Valtellina Rac- 
ing Ralt on pole position for the first 12- 
lap heat with a 1m 14.5s, three-tenths 
under the lap record of Riccardo Pa- 
trese. Outside the Roman was Brazilian 
Nelson Piquet,- complete with a new 
Ralt chassis after his Monza crash with 
de Angelis. 

David Kennedy survived one frus- 
trating session with a tyre mix-up and 
then suffered a sticking fuel metering 
unit which gave either full or no throt- 
tle. This produced many interesting 
moments in the Group Waterworks/ 
Findus Argo JM1, but also led to the 
third best time. Driving a Chevron (see 
P&P), Pino Trivellato’s latest find Sieg- 
fried Sthor (who usually races Formula 
Italia) equalled Kennedy’s time, a most 
notable effort. On the third row was 
Teodorico Fabi in the newly developed 
Osella, running on M&H tyres, and 
Ghinzani, who was struggling with his 
Allegrini March, not so competitive at 
this circuit. Next up (and 13th quickest 
overall, just one second slower than de 
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Ogg : 
Kennedy's oe comes abiiat attack from Gabbiani' 's Cina in the final, as race winner Pedersoli (Ralt) keeps his distance. 
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Angelis) was Daniele Albertin in his 
Calbros Jeans Ralt. 

The inexperienced Sthor managed to 
spin on the warm-up lap for the heat, 
damaged his splitter and showered the 
track with grass. It was not cleared. As 
the flag dropped, de Angelis rocketed 
into the lead with Kennedy tucked in 
behind from Piquet and Ghinzani. Pi- 
quet soon had second place and was 
chasing hard for the lead, but just as he 
got in front his engine overheated, a 
legacy of the grass left by Sthor. So de 
Angelis had the lead back, with Kenne- 
dy now second, having pushed a slow- 
ing Ghinzani out of the way. Sthor had 
been right behind Ghinzani, but the 
pack had other ideas and he fell back as 
Albertin and Spreafico (Chevron) first 
got by, and then Bozzetto, Fabi, Ro- 
mano and Nanzoni passed. In his effort 
for the lead, Piquet lowered the lap 
record to Im 14.5s. 

Trivellato Chevron driver Beppe 
Gabbiani headed the second heat prac- 
tice times, equalling that of his arch 
rival de Angelis. Alongside was the 
Gulf Rondini Ralt of Oscar Pedersoli, 
while Piero Necchi (Astra Ralt) and 
Everest Ralt driver Filippo Niccolini 
joined the long list of drivers who had 
recorded 1:15.1 and made up the sec- 
ond row. Marcello Rosei in his Derby 
Course March had the quickest North- 
ampton product in practice, and Rosei 
was looking forward to beating Ghin- 
zani in the final. Alongside the March 
was Orazio Ragaiolo’s Jolly Club Ralt, 
with Huub Rothengatter’s March be- 
hind. Further down the field was an 
immaculate Lola T570 in the hands of 
Swiss driver Laurent Ferrier, and the 
second Argo of Argentine Juanito 
Campos. 

Pedersoli cut across in front of Gab- 
biani and nearly had him off in the first 
corner, allowing Necchi to take second 
place. It was not too long before Gab- 
biani had second spot back, though. 
These three spent most of the 12 laps in 
very, very close company, but the posi- 
tions did not change. After the race 
there was a verbal slanging match as 
only the Italians know how, with much 
shouting and hand-waving, but it could 
not change the fact that Pedersoli had 
won. Into fourth place came Rosei, 
who not only had to fight off a stomach 


Kennedy robbed at Vallelunga 


complaint but a fast-closing Ragaiolo. 
Farnetti, Pardini, Bagnara, Cinotti, 
Ferrier and Cipo were the other qualifi- 
ers, all well spaced out. 

Pedersoli made a good start in the 32- 
lap final, but the Argo of Kennedy 
made an even better one to draw along- 
side the Ralt. Just as he had in the 
second heat, Pedersoli moved over and 
forced the Argo onto the dirt. Kennedy 
held it all together and dived down the 
inside of the Ralt for the lead at the 
next turn. Then Gabbiani calmly took 


Roy Klomfass clinched the runner-up 
position in the Philips South African 
Formula Atlantic Championship on 
October 5 when he took his Swindon- 
powered March 77B to victory in the 
32-lap Rand Spring Trophy race at 
Kyalami, the penultimate round of the 
series. 


However, the Team Gunston March 
was not the fastest car at Kyalami, 
qualifying fourth behind Tony Martin’s 
Bic/South Coast Motors Chevron-Nich- 
olson B39 (1m 22:78s), Bobby Scott’s 
Sportsman Lager March 77B (1:23.05) 
and Dave Charlton’s Lucky Strike 
March-Nicholson 76B (1:23.21). Klom- 
fass’s time was 1:23.36, just ahead of 
Len Booysen (Golden Flo March 76B) 
and John Gibb (Mum for Men Chevron 
B39). Two new faces on the South 
African Atlantic scene were those of 
Grant Maben, the 19-year-old reigning 
national motocross champion, who was 
having his first four-wheeler race with 
the Alex Blignaut/Benson & Hedges 
Wheatcroft, and of Evan Boddy, who 
was running Martin’s spare Chevron. 


At the start, Scott hit the front from 
the outside of the front row, but then he 
couldn’t get second gear engaged and 
was overwhelmed by the pack, which 
completed the opening lap in the order 
Martin, Klomfass, Charlton, Nols Nie- 
man (B&H March 77B), Gibb, Booy- 
sen, Scott and Mike Domingo (March 
76B). On the seventh lap, Klomfass 
shot past Martin to take the lead; the 
Bic Chevron headed for the pits with a 


Klomfass wins at Kyalami 
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Pedersoli for second place, and slowly 
closed in on the blue Argo. 


For seven laps, Kennedy led the 
Italians on their home ground. He was 
in control, and everything was running 
perfectly, until Gabbiani made his usual 
mistake. The Trivellato Chevron driver 
left his braking too late for the first of a 
series of twists, ploughed into the back 
of the Argo, and started a series of 
horrifying rolls. The B38 flipped over a 
guardrail and came to rest on its 
wheels; Gabbiani leapt out, ran across 
the track, and was taken to hospital in a, 
helicopter for observation. Kennedy 
said, “I saw him looming large in my 
mirrors, but I did not have time to 
move out of the way. Then he hit me, I 
ducked, the next moment he went spin- 
ning away in front.” It was the end of a 
fabulous race for the Irishman, for the 
Argo was wrecked, the impact tearing 
the rear bulkhead from the chassis. 


Pedersoli inherited the lead which he 
managed to hold to the end despite a 
great deal of pressure in the closing laps 
as Necchi edged in, inching closer and 
closer until half a car’s length separated 
them at the finish. 


There was also a tremendous struggle 
for third place, led by Ghinzani with 
virtually the rest of the field in tow. But 
as the race progressed six cars broke 
away, with Spreafico’s Chevron chasing 
Ghinzani. Behind the Chevron came 
Albertin, Rosei and de Angelis, the 
Roman having broken second gear at 
the start and quickly dropping to the 
back of the field. Albertin was the next 
to go, pushed out on the last corner and 
slewing at high speed into the end of the 
pit barrier; he too escaped injury. 


At the finish behind the two Ralts 
then, came Ghinzani, who just man- 
aged to hold off de Angelis. The amaz- 
ing Sthor was fifth, having driven a 
sensible race and benefiting as those all 
around crashed. Rosei was the last 
points scorer, having fallen back a little 
as the race wore on after a slight 
moment had broken his splitter and 
upset ‘the handling. Spreafico was sev- 
enth and Farnetti eighth with his Ralt, 
while the only non-Italian left at the 
end was Ferrier in the Lola, and that 
was down in 14th place. 


collapsed rear wheel bearing, and Mar- 
tin’s challenge was over. 

Klomfass now led Charlton, Booy- 
sen, Gibb and Nieman, and Scott 
moved into fifth place on lap 12 when 
Nieman headed for the pits with a 
misfire; the Blignaut team could not 
trace the fault, and Nols continued, 
well behind. Four laps later, Scott move 
up another place when he outbraked 
Gibb, and then, on lap 18, Charlton 
dropped out of second place with a 
broken camshaft drive pulley. 

Now third, Scott could make no fur- 
ther progress, however, and Klomfass 
ran out the winner by 24secs from 
Booysen, with Scott another 24secs 
back. Gibb was fourth ahead of Domin- 
go, Boddy and Maben. 

The Kyalami race, run in the absence 
of the 1977 champion Ian Scheckter 
(busy at Watkins Glen) and Basil van 
Rooyen (at Bathurst), leaves the cham- 
pionship table as follows (with one 
round to go at Capetown on October 
15). 

ines South African Formula Atlantic Cham- 
plonship: 1, lan Scheckter, 57pts; 2, Ray Kiomfass, 
45; 3, Tony Martin, 32; 4, Nols Nieman, 29; 5, Len 


Booysen, 26; 6, Dave Chariton, 24; 7, Bobby Scott, 
19; 8, John Gibb, 18; etc. 


@ Fastest laps in the American Grand 


Prix were as follows: 

Peterson, 1m 51.8s; Hunt, 1:52.9; Andretti, 1:53.4; 
Regazzoni, 1:57.4; Binder, 1:57.8; Watson, 9; 
Jarier, 1:58.2; J. Scheckter, 1:58.3; Lunger, 3; 
Ashley, 1:58.4; Lauda, 1:58.9; Keegan, 1:59.1; Reu- 
temann, 1:59.3; Laffite, 1:59.7; Fittipaldi, 2:00.2; 
Stuck, 2:00.7; Brambilla, 2:01.0; Mass, 2:01.1; Ri- 
beiro, 2:01.3; Depailler, 2:02.4; Neve, 2:02.6; Nils- 
son, 2:03.4; Jabouille, 2:03.5; |. Scheckter, 2:05.6; 
Jones, 2:06.5; Ongais, 2:06.8. 
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Xhenceval/Dieudonné: second at Jarama but still the championship leaders. 


Jarama one-two 
for Luigi BMWs 


Last Sunday’s Jarama 4 Hours—the 
latest round of the European Touring 
Car Championship in Spain—resulted 
in an unwanted victory for the Group 2 
BMW 3.0Si of Umberto Grano/Eddy 
Joosen over their Luigi team-mates 
Jean Xhenceval/Pierre Dieudonné. Un- 
wanted, because Luigi’s lead drivers in 
the championship table are Xhenceval/ 
Dieudonné, and Grano chose to ignore 
his team manager’s pit signals in the 
closing stages, which instructed Grano 
to allow the Belgians through to victo- 
ry. Grano’s stubbornness cost his team- 
mates five valuable points in the cham- 
pionship chase with Austrian touring 
car ace Dieter Quester, who finished 
fourth at Jarama driving with Tom 
Walkinshaw. 

The Quester/Walkinshaw Alpina-en- 
tered Gosser beer BMW, the car which 
won the Access Tourist Trophy at Sil- 
verstone, qualified on the pole in 
Quester’s hands at 1m 36.53s. Xhence- 
val was next quickest in the 3.2-litre 
Luigi car at 1:36.98, followed by Carlo 
Facetti in the Imberti BMW shared 
with Martini Finotto (1:37.49), Joosen 
in the second-string Luigi car (1:37.78) 
and Helmut Kelleners in the Eggen- 
berger BMW 320; (1:40.74). Complet- 
ing the first five rows were Willi Berg- 
meister’s little VW Scirocco (1:43.81), 
local driver Sanz de Madrid’s Chrysler 
180 (1:44.00), Jurgen Reinke’s Eggen- 
berger 2-litre BMW (1:45.30), Kurt 
Mirer’s BMW 2002 (1:45.73) and Jorg 
Sigrists’s Scirocco (1:45.78). 

At the start of the four-hour event, it 
was raining, and Dieudonné took the 
lead followed by Quester, Facetti, Joo- 
sens, Kelleners, de Madrid, Reinke and 
Bergmeister. On the fourth lap, Facetti 
passed Quester into second place, and 
took advantage of the apparant superi- 
ority of his wet Goodyear tyres to close 
the gap to the leader. Almost Ssecs 
behind on lap 5, Facetti caught Dieu- 
donné on lap 10, and took over the lead 
four laps later. 

The rain stopped on lap 20, when 
Facetti led Dieudonné by 7secs, with 
Quester already another 17.8secs down 
in third place. Joosens was another 
8secs down, but a long way ahead of 
Kelleners who was dicing with the 
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Chrysler of de Madrid, which was very 
quick when the circuit was wet. 

Coming up to the hour mark, the 
track dried out, and the leaders came in 
to change their tyres. The leading Im- 
berti BMW also changed drivers, Fin- 
otto taking over, and so the stop took 
almost 2mins. Dieudonné’s stop took 
only 65secs and Quester’s 75secs, so at 
one hour Dieudonné led the race again, 
22secs in front of Quester, who had 
4lsecs on Finotto; the Italian was only 
6secs in front of fourth man Joosens, 
who closed up and passed him. 

In the second hour, Dieudonné 
stopped again with brake troubles fol- 
lowing his wheel change, and Quester 
took over the running to lead Joosens 
by 60secs at the halfway mark. Dieu- 
donné was still third, another 12secs 


back but the last unlapped runner. 
Finotto was fourth, one lap down, and 
two laps ahead of the fifth-placed Mir- 
er/Marco Vanoli 2002 and Reinke/Kalli 
Huffstadt VW. Kelieners had retired 
his Eggenberger BMW when the engine 
ablew, while the Sciroccos of Bergmeis- 
ter and Sigrist had also gone, retiring 
with gearbox trouble and crash ‘damage 
repectively. 

Quester handed over the leading Al- 
pina BMW to Walkinshaw just after the 
two-hour mark, and the Scot rejoined 
still with 7secs in hand over Joosens, 
who led Finotto by 4secs. But after only 
10mins at the wheel, Walkinshaw 
stopped at the pits with the engine only 
firing on five cylinders. The Alpina 
team could not trace the fault, and in 
view of Quester’s ETC title hopes team 
manager Burkhard Bovensiepen decid- 
ed to send Tom out to drive to the finish 
as it was. 

The Luigi team also changed drivers, 
and at three hours Grano led Xhence- 
val (the latter’s car still in braking 
difficulties) by 22secs. Facetti, back in 
the Imberti car but delayed by two 
pitstops with overheating problems, 
was two laps down in third place, but 
led Walkinshaw by three more laps. 
Mirer was fifth, well ahead of the sixth- 
placed Jolly Club Suisse Alfa Romeo 
GTV of Tarcisio Formera. The Reinke/ 
Huffstad Scirocco was miles behind, 
having lost time in the pits with a 
gearbox fault. 

In spite of frantic signals from the 
Luigi pit, Grano increased his lead by a 
second a lap throughout the final hour, 
and Xhenceval’s braking problems ren- 
dered him powerless to do anything 
about it. At the end, Grano/Joosens 
were the winners by S0secs, having 
completed 136 laps. The second-placed 
Luigi car of Xhenceval/Dieudonné had 
three laps on Facetti/Finotto. Quester/ 
Walkinshaw completed 128 laps for 
fourth place in the five-cylinder Alpina 
car, while Mirer/Vanoli were fifth over- 
all and the 2-litre class winners on 122 
laps, the same number as the Swiss 
Alfa. The Zampa/Breyard Alfa Sud 
was seventh ahead of a trio of locally 
entered Chrysler 180s, although the de 
Madrid car retired. 

Two rounds of the European Touring 
Car Championship remain, at Estoril 
next Sunday and at Paul Ricard on 
October 30. Dieudonné and Zhenceval 
still lead the points table, but only by 
seven points; they have 117 to the 110 
of Quester and the 102 of the fourth 
contender, Facetti. 
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Charlotte 
to Parsons 


Benny Parsons is really doing a good 
job at present. As ever at the wheel of 
his First National-sponsored Chevrolet, 
the former cab driver won last Sunday’s 
National 500 at Charlotte, North 
Carolina. 

Richard Petty’s STP Dodge took the 
advantage at the start and took a con- 
vincing lead over poleman David Pear- 
son (Purolator Mercury), Parsons and 
Grand National championship leader 
Cale Yarborough (Holly Farms Chev- 
rolet). However, the king’s luck is right 
out just now, and number 43 retired 
after 150 miles with a broken shock- 
absorber bracket. Parsons and Yarbor- 
ough had both overhauled Pearson by 
this time, and together they drafted 
away from the field. Benny, it seemed, 
had a clear edge, and he pulled out a 
lead of two-thirds of a lap over Cale. 

Just before their final fuel stops, 
however, Parsons ran out of fuel and 
had to coast the best part of a lap to his 
pits. During this time, Yarborough 
caught and passed him. When the stops 
were done, Cale led by 6secs but Benny 
was not to be denied this day hauling in 
the Holly Farms car and leaving it 
behind. Finally the FNCB car won by 
19secs. 

Behind the two leaders came Pear- 
son, Buddy Baker (Norris Ford), Dar- 
rell Waltrip (Gatorade Chevrolet) and 
Dick Brooks (Truxmore Ford). Both 
the Allison brothers retired as usual, 
Donnie with transmission troubles, and 
Bobby with a blown engine. 


@ The Trenton USAC race, rained out 
on its original date (September 25), was 
postponed until last weekend. The 
organisers, however, decided to cancel 
once and for all when it was found that 
some of the drivers had conflicting 
arrangements. The last round of the 
Citicorp USAC Championship will now 
take place on October 29, at Phoenix, 
Arizona. Testing there last week, the 
remarkable Danny Ongais took six- 
tenths of a second off Johncock’s lap 
record. Gordie himself, testing the 
same day, was more than a second 
slower. 


Arturo Merzario’s Autodelta Alfa Romeo turbo leads the field away at the start of last Saturday’s Interseries race at 
Hockenheim. Behind are Reinhold Jést (Porsche 908), Jorg Obermoser (Toj-DFV), and (left to right) Jorg Zaborowski (Lola 
T280/390), Eugen Strahl (Sauber-BMW) and Jurgen Barth (Porsche 908). Merzario won the two-part event with Obermoser 
second and Barth third. Of the British drivers, Richard Bond was 10th in the Bowring Lola T380LM, Bob Marsland was 
12th in the Hayseech Chevron B36, and Richard Jenvey retired Lester Ray’s Vogue when the engine block split just before the 
second heat after a good run in the first. This was the best Interseries field seen for some time. 


_correspondence 
Leyland 


The Editorial headed ‘‘Miaouw’’ (September 
29) cannot be allowed to pass without com- 
ment. As a reader of AuTosporT since Vol 1, No 
1, I ask myself whether I will ever be abie to 
take seriously anything you print in future on 
the subject of Leyland and motor sport. Fur- 
thermore, are there any other topics which 
come under the heading “We will admit 
fiat. . .”? 

1. Ever since Leyland involved themselves 
again in motor sport, I have deplored the 
growth of what I call “Doodsonism’ (the inabil- 
ity to mention the name Leyland without ram- 
ming home every time the fact that “it is your 
money and my money”, as well as tagging 
strings of noughts to very large sums). I deplore 
the fact that the NEB Leyland thing exists; 
indeed, I wasn’t all that keen on the Leyland 
thing without the NEB. But I remember the 
days when Autosport and others pleaded for 
the active support of the major manufacturers. 
Now we have it, do we want to return to those 
former days? 

2. After referring to the “‘disgracefully pre- 
mature’’ announcement of the XJ5.3C racing 
project, it seems strange that you feel so 
indignant that Leyland will not disclose their 
competition plans for 1978. 

3. Although you excuse the drivers, am I to 
take it that you regard those Leyland executives 
and Ralph Broad as stupid for embarking on 
the Jaguar project? 

4. Although nostalgia is a perfectly normal 
and natural part of life, it seems that some 
weeks it is a good thing; other weeks it is not so 
good, and perhaps it should be _ ridicu- 
led . . .this takes my mind back to your edito- 
rial of the week before the one in question. We 
all know of the splendid motor sporting hisory 
of the ‘Lyons’ Jaguars. I enjoyed and applaud- 
ed all their successes and wept bitterly at their 
failures—indeed, I still enjoy re-living those 
days. While it is obvious that as part of a large 
corporation Jaguar will never be quite the same 
again, surely it is foolish to waste or sneer at 
such a heritage. If the name of Jaguar is not to 
race again officially, then—sadly—we must ac- 
cept it. If, on the other hand, this is not the 
case, then good luck to whoever, whenever and 
with whatever. 

And remember this: Tony Vandervell took 
longer than two years and eight races before the 
splendid Vanwall success era. The ‘Lyons’ Jag- 
uars didn’t win every time out! 

Can you imagine Renault packing in Formula 
1 this time next year if they don’t win a race? 
SUNDERLAND KEN HAMMERTON 
Because of the importance of the Leyland motor racing 
programme, and the degree of reluctance with which 
we made the decision to run the Editorial to which Mr 
Hammerton refers, we are glad that he has raised these 
points, and welcome the opportunity of replying to 
them. 

1. As surely must have become evident during the 
past two seasons, we at AUZOSPORT also deplore what 
Mr Hammerton calls ‘Doodsonism’ (we prefer to call 
this same affliction ‘Parkinitis’, for reasons which do 
not concern us here). All along, our editorial policy has 
been firmly to support the XJS.3C project, and we have 
deliberately taken a sympathetic line when writing of 
the team’s disappointments. We have positively never 
been afflicted with ‘Doodsonisms’, and Mr Hammer- 
ton does us an injustice when he suggests that we have 
now, finally, been struck down. During the entire 
Leyland Group 2 programme, the September 29 Edito- 
rial was the only AUTOSPORT article which strongly 
criticized it. Some readers ‘might believe that it was 
uncharitable of us to kick Leyland when they were 
down. The fact is that, had we not kicked them at that 
time, we would not have kicked them at all; and in our 
view, when the programme was brought to a halt with 
so little to show for such great effort and high expense, 
a good kicking was thoroughly deserved. Otherwise, 
we still ceaselessly urge greater manufacturer participa- 
tion in the sport, as regular readers like Mr Hammerton 
know very well. 

2. The Group 2 XJ5.3C did not turn a wheel in 
anger until five months after its announcement. Of 
course the fanfare was premature. We were not indig- 


“far from finalized”. If Leyland intend to run a car in 
an international championship next year—as we be- 
lieve to be the case—they should not only have 
finalized their plans by now, but they should be testing 
within a few weeks. The season is ony five months 
away. (And that five months has a_ familiar 
ting. . . .) 

3. Stupid, no. Sadly mistaken, perhaps. Several 
motor racing experts suggested at the time of its 
announcement that the XJ5.3C could not be made to 
win races. The car’s results do nothing to refute that 
suggestion. 

4. Mr Hammerton cannot accuse AUTOSPORT, of 
all magazines, of belittling the worth of nostalgia. And 
we emphatically deny the suggestion that ou: Tourist 
Trophy Editorial was intended to do this. In fact, the 
reverse was the case. The intention was to convey our 
frustration that the Group 2 Jaguars had not given us 
one editorial opportunity to applaud a repeat of past 
Jaguar glories. 

On Mr Hammerton’s last points, it seems obvious 
that victory within eight races was very much Leyland’s 
objective: otherwise, the cars would still be racing, 
presumably, and with more development available. 
The fact is that the cars were pulled out without a 
victory to their name, and Leyland (unlike Tony 
Vandervell and many others before and since) chose 
not to persevere. Obviously, they made a serious (and, 
yes, an expensive) mistake. AUTOSPORT would have 
been shirking its duty had we not said so. 

Finally, a Renault withdrawal in the (highly hypo- 
thetical, we hope) circumstances cited by Mr Hammer- 
ton would not surprise us in the least. No one—least of 
all big manufacturers like Leyland and Renault—likes 
to be seen to lose. —Ed. 


Daly 


From time to time, a young driver emerges who 
is obviously destined for the very top. Some 
rocket to the top—Emerson Fittipaldi, for ex- 
ample—while others, with obvious talent, have 
to wait a long time to get the chance of a decent 
Grand Prix drive. Tony Brise, a potential 
world-beater if there ever was one, was one of 
those. 

Now, with so many competitive teams 
around, the days of the rent-a-drive Formula 1 
drivers are numbered—unless, of course, they 
are good. If they are not, they don’t qualify for 
a Grand Prix, and that’s that. With this in mind, 
I hope that team managers will search around 
for potential champions rather than accept 
hundreds of thousands of pounds from second- 
rate material. 

Surely one driver who must get into Formula 
1 in 1978 is Derek Daly. He did wonders in 
Formula Ford in 1976 and was fortunate 
enough to find a sponsor for Formula 3 this 
year. He has done enough in Formula 3, and his 
one drive in Formula 2—at Estoril on October 
2—must also have been enough for him to be 
considered Formula 1 material as early as next 
season. 

A contract for ‘occasional races’-—such as 
Patrick Neve had with Brabham, Bruno Giaco- 
melli with March and Gilles Villeneuve with 
McLaren-—is not enough. Daly needs a decent 
regular drive. How about it, Sid Taylor and 
Teddy Yip? 

In closing, I must emphasise that I am not 
connected with Derek, his backers, or anyone. 
I have only met him once, when he was 
spectating at Cadwell Park in April, and found 
him both pleasant and modest. I think ‘person- 
able’ is today’s trendy word. 

Here’s wishing Derek Daly the best of luck 
for 1978. 
Boston. LINcs 


Winners 


J. Stewart's letter on the World Championship 
of Drivers (September 24) made sense in that 
the winner of a Grand Prix deserves consider- 
ably more than a three-point edge over the 
runner-up. 

His idea of limiting the points to first, second 
and third has one flaw, though: it effectively 
destroys the competition among drivers for 
lower places. Niki Lauda is sometimes criticised 
for relaxing and settling for third or fourth, but 
suppose only the first three carried points? 


MIKE KETTIEWELL. 


the editor is not bound to agree with readers’ opinions 


to the finishing money. Well, some would. 
There’s always Regga & Co who would try like 
hell anyway. 

Surely the best way is to continue giving 
points down to sixth, perhaps even down to 
tenth place, but to give the winner a whopping 
edge in points. 

I-rather think, though, that Lauda would be 
the winner or thereabouts no matter what 
system you adopted. 
CASTLE DONINGTON, DERBY 


Turbo 


Further to your Pit & Paddock article entitled 
‘Ronnie’s BMW Turbo’ in the September 22 
issue of the Autosport, I would like to clarify a 
couple of points. In fairness to the people here 
at McLaren Engines in Detroit, who have put 
much time and effort into the development of 
the 2-litre Turbo, I would like to put the record 
straight. 

Contrary to what the article suggested, the 
engine was built by Wiley McCoy of McLarens, 
who incidently was in attendance at Brands 
Hatch to look after the engine. Also most of the 
components in the engine compartment were 
from Detroit, and in fact many of them had 
completed numerous racing and testing miles in 
the so-called sister car of David Hobbs. 
LivontiA, MIcH, USA ROGER BAILEY, 

Team Manager, 
McLaren North America 


COLIN MAITLAND 


Threefan 


It has been reported that, as far as John Webb 
and MCD are concerned, Group 8 is the most 
popular national category with the spectators, 
and Formula 3 just does not seem to pull in the 
crowds. 

May I suggest that if MCD were to devote the 
same amount of time and effort (not to mention 
money) on publicising F3 as they do with G8, a 
different picture would emerge? 

Any regular listeners to Capital Radio will 
recall the frequent advertisements transmitted 
during the fourteen or so days prior to the 
major G8 races held at Brands Hatch this year. 

I would not be at all surprised if, given the 
same level of publicity, F3 was to become as 
popular as G8 with the spectators, if not more 
so. 

CATERHAM, SURREY 


Then as now? 


Twenty-five years ago this week (Auto. 
sport, October 10, 1952) we carried reports 
of the latest two rounds in the Aurosrorr 
Formula 3 championship in which Don Park- 
er (Kieft) took his tally to 100 points, nearly 
double the score of his nearest opponent. 
Parker had taken second place at both 
Broughton and Castle Combe with a lap 
record at the former while Stirling Moss, 
having scored a fine win at Combe, had 
scored 54 points in the series. The Formula 2 
race at the Wiltshire circuit resulted in a win 
for Roy Salvadori in a Ferrari who defeated 
Bob Gerard’s ERA, establishing a new lap 
record in the process. At the Altcar Speed 
Trial event Bertie Bradnack took FTD with 
his supercharged Cooper-twin with a time of 
13.8secs. The only record breaking perfor- 
mance was put up by Phil Scragg’s Alta- 
Jaguar with 14.7secs in the sports car class. 
John Bolster’s report of the 39th Salon de 
l’Automobile in Paris where the latest Pe- 
gaso was a sensation and several racing cars 
proved a great attraction to the large num- 
ber of visitors. It was interesting to note that 
the latest Kieft Formula 3 car, modified for 
1953, was now available at £850 complete 
with double-knocker Norton engine—com- 
pare that with today’s F3 cars at around 
£11,000 complete with Toyota Novamotor 


PETER WOLOSZYNOWICZ 
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£200,000 of equipment: Wollek dives inside Ickx to lead the first race, followed by Stommelen, Haldi and Schenken. 


One for Kremer 


Wollek/Fitzpatrick victorious—Loos Porsches hit trouble—Martini Porsche retires—French 935 takes second 
place—BMW third—Report and photography: BOB CONSTANDUROS. 


A long overdue win came the way of the 
Kremer team at Hockenheim, in the eighth 
round of the World Championship of 
Makes, last Saturday and Sunday. The 
event, divided into two parts, was almost 
completely Porsche dominated as usual. 

In the first heat the Martini Porsche 
suffered a blown cylinder head gasket, and 
both Loos 935s suffered brake trouble, so 
Bob Wollek/John Fitzpatrick, who had 
started the Kremer car from pole position, 
came home winners by four laps. On Sun- 
day, the green Kremer Porsche eased along 
behind the Martini Porsche, but in the final 
hour both were reduced to a relative crawl, 
the Martini car stuck in fourth gear, and 
Wollek with a broken throttle mechanism. 
But Bob survived to take the overall win. 

Both Loos cars had problems, that of 
Tim Schenken/Hans Heyer being delayed 
with the turbocharger waste gate stuck 
open, and the Rolf Stommelen/Toine Heze- 
mans car retiring with a blown cylinder 
head gasket. Second place was still a battle, 
however, for both Claude _ Ballot- 
Lena/Jean-Louis Lafosse (Porsche 935) and 
Marc Surer/Eddie Cheever (BMW 320i) 
recorded the same number of laps in the 
first heat. In the second, the Frenchmen 
just pulled out enough to take second place. 
On the whole, the first three-hour event, 
attended by only a handful of spectators, 
was a success, but the second was rather a 
let-down. 


WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP OF MAKES 
HOCKENHEIM 
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With Germany's Bilstein-sponsored national GS 
championship decided and finished, one might have 
hoped for a better entry than was received for the 
eighth round of the World Championship of Makes. 
True, there was the Martini Porsche team, two cars 
each from the Cologne teams of Georg Loos and the 
Kremer brothers, two more from Franz Konrad’s 
Kremer-tended team, and more from Max Moritz. 
Lower down in the entry, BMW had two 320is for 
their ‘Juniors’ plus Harald Grohs, but there it ended. 

There were no Zakspeed Escorts, no turbo BMW 
due to engine shortage, the Rodenstock-sponsored 
Toyota Celica Liftback Turbo of Harald Ertl broke a 
camshaft during the week and was a non-starter, and 
Schnitzer’s entry for a 1.4 BMW 2002 Turbo was not 
forthcoming. After a hard season of both national 
and international Group 5, one had the feeling that 
the Germans and the world in general were looking 
forward to an end to the season, and to the constant 
Porsche parades. 

The feeling permeated practice too. Although it 
was pleasantly warm, it all seemed rather routine in 
the pits. The one thing that kept the paddock buzzing 
was the rivalry between the two Cologne teams, those 
of Erwin Kremer and property dealer Georg Loos. 
Following Rolf Stommelen’s win in the national 
championship the weekend before at the Niir- 
burgring, the Kremers were still smarting from the 
defeat and injustices they feel they shouldn't have 
suffered. At least at Hockenheim they were deter- 
mined to avenge this. 

There were two Porsches from Kremer’s Cologne 
workshop. In the normal ‘long distance’ car, the 
white one as seen at Brands Hatch, were Claude 
Haldi and Werner Christmann, while the attractive 
green Vaillant-sponsored machine was to be driven 
by John Fitzpatrick and Bob Wollek. At one time, 
however, it didn’t look as though there would be any 
drivers at all for the green car: Fitzpatrick was flying 
back from the Bathurst 1000 in Australia, and Wollek 
was selling Mercedes in Paris. However, it all came 
right for the final practice when, in the dying minutes, 
a new set of ‘softer’ Goadyears were fitted. Wollek 
took one lap to bed them in and set pole the next time 
round before the flag came out. ’ 

The time of 2m 2s was not as low as Manfred 
Schurti thought pole should be. In the Martini 


Porsche 935/77 that he was co-driving with Jacky Ickx 
(replacing Jochen Mass who was racing at Mosport), 
he reckoned that pole should have been set at around 
the 1m 59.5s. Loos was a bit upset with the Martini 
team too for not pushing Kremer off pole. Why were 
they beaten? ‘“‘Because they were better than us”, 
replied a smiling Ickx. ‘“‘The important thing is to 
finish first. No one remembers who was on pole. But 
I do prefer it’’. They were, however, on the front row 
in 2m 2.6s, not that far away from the Kremer car. 

Loos’s first Porsche 935 then had to make do with 
the second row of the grid. With some new ratios and 
a new injection manifold, Rolf Stommelen and Toine 
Hezemens took the red car to third quickest in 2m 
3.4s. Beside them was the Jagermeister sponsored 
935 driven by Porsche employee Jurgen Barth, Har- 
ald Ertl and Edgar Doren sharing the car. They were 
1.7s slower than their neighbours, Barth explaining 
that the problem was understeer. 

The second cars of the Cologne rivals, Loos and 
Kremer, occupied row three. Escort driver Hans 
Heyer was torn between the two teams earlier in the 
week, but finally he settled in with Tim Schenken in 
the second of Loos’s 935s and they were fifth quickest 
on 2m 5.4s. Taking Heyer’s place in the Kremer team 
was Claude Haldi who brought with him the Mecaril- 
los sponsorship which adorned the white Kremer 
Porsche 935. Sharing the driving with him was 
Werner Christmann, and, if things should go wrong, 
Bob Wollek. Haldi set a 2m 6.4s in this car that could 
obviously have gone quicker. 

Wollek was also down to drive the next car on the 
grid, the 935 of Franz Konrad which he would share 
with Porsche specialist Reinhold Joest but only if 
there was some sort of a problem with his other cars. 
It was all an effort to give him as many Porsche Cup 
points as possible. The car, whose engines are built by 
Manfred Kremer, set a 2m 8.3s. The gaps were 
getting bigger as the field became less competitive. 

Three more 935s completed the top ten, the 
Eberhard Sindel/Gunther Steckkoenigg, Claude Bal- 
lot-Lena/Jean-Louis Lafosse and Volkert Merl/Peter 
Hahnlein cars. The Frenchman were driving the 
Porsche 935 last seen at Le Mans, and as it had been 
virtually untouched since then, they had a lot of work 
to do on the car. Merl/Hahnlein were driving the ex- 
1976 Kremer Porsche and that had one of the few 
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mechanical failures of practice, a broken driveshaft 
coupling. 
Providing welcome variety were the two BMW’s 
' the quickest 320i being that of Marc Surer and Eddie 
Cheever, this a Junior Team car, governed by an 
engine revolution reduction for long distance racing. 
Fourteenth fastest was the other 320i, this sponsored 
by Wurth screws and driven by Manfred Winkelhock 
and Harald Grohs. They, too, were troubled in the 
first session, and needed a new engine. The rest of the 
grid was largely made up of Porsche 934s, Carreras, 
and the occasional BMW 2002, but for a race, we 
were looking for the first seven. 


RACE 1 


With pitifully few people rattling about in Hocken- 
heim’s huge stands, the field rolled around behind the 
pace car under cloudy skies, but at least it was warm 
and rain didn’t threaten. An immediate pit visitor was 
Harald Ertl in the Jagermeister 935 with a broken 
turbo and the car didn’t start for 20 minutes. Thus it 
was six cars that rapidly pulled away at the start: 
Wollek, Ickx, Stommelen, Haldi, Schenken and Kon- 
rad. Soon this number was down to three battling for 
the lead, Wollek leading Ickx and Stommelen, but by 
the fifth lap, Stommelen’s red car was past the 
Martini one and the German champion took off after 
the man he beat the previous weekend. 

The duel continued for 53 minutes, the green car 
leading the red, shadowed by the Martini version. 
Even when Stommelen took Wollek on the 24th lap, 
it was still very close, and really upstaged any further 
action in the race. The cars weaved through the 
backmarkers, stuttering turbochargers echoing in the 
empty stands. 

About twenty seconds behind the leaders came the 
second Loos Porsche 935, that of Schenken, shadow- 
ing the leading three, then Haldi and Joest, the 
Valvoline 935 of Sindel and Steckkonigg while the 
rest were lapped. The Junior Team 320i led the 
Faltz/Wurth car easily. 

Just before the first hour, the pit stops were in full 
swing, but when the leaders had all completed their 
stops, it was just as close as before. When Hezemans 
took over from Stommelen, he was overtaken by 
Fitzpatrick as he came out of the pits, but a lap later 
he was in front, and then Schurti got by Fitz, too, a 
lap after that, and then took the lead a lap later. 
Hezemans hung on to the Martini car, but then the 
brakes faded, so he backed off to get some air into 
them. But when he tried to catch up again, the brakes 
were really bad, and into the pits he came, revealing 
that the brake pads needed changing. In fact, so did 
the caliper as the pads were welded to the disc. This 
lost the car four laps. 

At the same time Heyer pitted the other Loos 
Porsche having been off the track. The problem was 
that his brakes were fading badly, too, and when they 
were examined, they revealed exactly the same 
problem as the sister car. That took the team some 
time naturally, so the battle at the front was some- 
what broken up. The Martini car was leading, but the 
Kremer car was now nearly 30s further back. Wollek 
had experienced some oversteer, and they were 
preparing to change the tyres next time the car came 
into the pits. The two leaders were three laps ahead 
of the rest, headed by the second Kremer Porsche of 
Haldi and Christmann which was on the same lap as 
the Valvoline 935 of Sindal/Steckkonigg which, in 
turn, was two laps ahead of the Junior Team 320i. On 
the same lap as the 2-litre car was the French 935 and 
the first of Loos’s 935s, now healthy again. 

The final hour seemed to be marked out for the 
Martini Porsche. Schurti was quite happy with it, 
powering around and keeping well ahead of the 
following Kremer Porsche. But it was not to be a 
Martini victory. With 25 minutes to go, Schurti 
slowed into the first corner, stuttered around and 
pitted the next time. The mechanics ducked under the 
car, started it up, killed it, and resignedly pushed it 
away. The cylinder head gasket had gone, a legacy 
from turning up the turbocharger too high, according 
to Tim Schenken. 

So victory was Kremer’s, Fitz and Wollek taking 
the first three hour stint. However, it wasn’t to be a 
Kremer double. The Haldi/Christmann car suffered a 
broken turbo and had to pit, so instead, in the final 
hour into second came the Valvoline 935 of Steckkon- 
igg/Sindel, four laps behind. The little 320i of the 
Junior Team, driven by Surer/Cheever, was third, 


FASTEST QUALIFIERS 


Bob Wollek/John Fitzpatrick .. 

Jacky Ickx/Manfred Schurti .. 

Rolf Stommelen/Toine Hezemans ..... 
Edgar Doren/Harald Erti/Jurgen Barth 
Tim Schenken/Hans Heyer 

Claude Haldi/Werner Christman 

Franz Konrad/Reinhold Joest/Bob Wollek 
Eberhard Sindel/Gunther Steckkonigg... 
Claude Ballot-Lena/Jean-Louis Lafosse 
Volkert Mer!/Peter Hahniein . 

Marc Surer/Eddie Cheever ... 

Edgar Doren/Ekkehard Schimpf/Gerhard Holup . 
Hans Christian Jurgensen/Wolfgang Sell . 
Haraid Grohs/Manfred Winkethoc! 

Klaus Utz/Armin Jahn .............00-00- 
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Top: Schenken’s 935 belches flame. Above: Surer’s BMW finished third. 


two laps further back, and on the same lap as the 
Ballot-Lena/Lafosse 935 which had no problems. 
Stommelen/Hezemans recovered for fifth with the 
Merl/Hahnlein 935 sixth. 

The cars were then pushed into the parc fermé for 
the night under the savage eye of guard dogs, 
although the mechanics had ten minutes to work on 
the cars before they went out on the Sunday. The 
Martini Porsche mechanics were meanwhile working 
away to fit a new engine so that they could take part 
on Sunday. 


RACE 2 


Fortunately there were a few more spectators to 
watch the Sunday three hour thrash, but the race 
itself wasn’t as good as that on Saturday. With a four 
lap cushion, Fitzpatrick wasn’t going to risk the 
Kremer 935 just to win the second heat, so he took it 
easily, preferring to let the Martini Porsche, Stomme- 
len, the Jagermeister 935, Wollek in the second 
Kremer 935 and Schenken pull out in front. They ran 
like that until the first pit stops with no real racing 
going on, although Wollek dropped a couple of places 
with an off-course excursion. 

After the first stops then, the Martini Porsche was 
first, Wollek pulled up to second, and Stommelen was 
a lap behind, as were the Jagermeister Porsche, 
Fitzpatrick, the second Kremer Porsche and Schen- 
ken/Heyer, although this car was only picking up 100 
litres of petrol instead of 120. 

After an hour and a half, the Jagermeister Porsche 
pulled out of the fight with another blown cylinder 
head gasket, and five minutes later, Heyer came in 
for a routine stop, complaining that the turbo waste 
gate was sticking open. Schenken went out but was 
back again shortly afterwards when the problem 
persisted, so that car dropped down the order. 

At the two hour mark, the Martini Porsche led by 
two laps. There was no problem, it seemed, although 
it would obviously not be classified. Three Vaillant 
Kremer cars were two laps behind, led by the green 
version, then the normal long-distance white car, and 
finally the Konrad/Jost 935. Another lap further 
back, Ballot-Lena/Lafosse just led the 320i, which 
could have meant second place. It was an important 
battle. The Loos Porsches were well down the order, 
for Stommelen/Hezemans had had trouble too, the 
935 problem. The head gasket blew. 


...3.0Porsche 935 Turbo ... 
2.8Porsche 935/77 Turbo .. 
..3.0Porsche 935 Turbo .... 
..2.8Porsche 935 Turbo .. 
..3.0Porsche 935 Turbo 
-..3.0Porsche 935 Turbo 
2.8Porsche 935 Turbo 


Wollek was on pole by 0.6sec. 


As far as the battle for first overall and in this heat 
were concerned, there was little interest, but, with 35 
minutes left, the Martini car slowed dramatically. 
Sure it had a lead, but Kremer’s Porsche 935 was 
taking eleven seconds a lap back. Schurti had only 
fourth gear. Steckkonigg/Sindel, who could have 
done so well, were also in the pits with turbo trouble, 
seeing their second place run away. As the green 
Porsche hauled in the Martini car, that, too, slowed 
badly. The throttle linkage to one bank of cylinders 
had broken, so that the engine was only really 
running on three. Thus, at one time, towards, the 
final flag, we were treated to a sight of two slow 
Porsches, staggering around, being overtaken by the 
BMW 320i which was fighting hard in order to keep 
what was now second place. But as at Niirburgring, 
the BMW had to settle for third. Both the sick 
Porsches held out, the Martini car a lap ahead of the 
Haldi/Christmann/Wollek car which overtook its 
teammate for second place in the heat. Konrad and 
Joest took fourth, 42secs behind the green Kremer 
car and Ballot-Lena/Lafosse were next with a lap 
advantage over the 320i, thus claiming second place 
overall. While the first race had its better points, this 
three hour thrash was not nearly so entertaining, and 
made one wonder if the format of two three-hour 
races was right. 

Preis von Hessen 
Hockenheim, 2 x 3 hours, October 8 
World Championship of Makes, round 8 
1, Bob Wollek/John Fitzpatrick (3.0 Porsche 935 turbo), 165 laps, 
1120.115kms, 696.01 miles; 
2, Claude Ballot-Lena/Jean-Louis Lafosse (2.8 Porsche 935 turbo), 
1066.431kms; 
3, Marc Surer/Eddie Cheever (2.0 BMW 320i), 1061.793kms; 
4, Claude Haldi/Werner Christmann/Bob Wollek’ (3.0 Porsche 935 
turbo), 1058.750kms; 
5, Volkert Merl/Peter Hahniein (3.0 Porsche 935 turbo), 1035.361kms; 
6, Eberhard Sindel/Gunther Steckkonigg (2.8 Porsche 935 turbo), 
1032.423kms; 

7, Edgar Déren/Ekkehard Schimpf/Gerhard Holup (3.0 Porsche 934 
turbo), 1019.412kms; 8, Dieter Schornstein/Alain Peltier (3.0 Porsche 
934 turbo), 1010.952kms; 9, Peter Zbinden/Edi Kofel (3.0 Porsche 
Carrera RSR), 1002.915kms; 10, Angelo Pallavicini/Enzo Calderari 
(3.0 Porsche 934 turbo), 988.202kms; etc. 

Fastest leap: Jacky Ickx/Mantred Schurti (2.8 Porsche 935/77 turbo), 
2m 3.2s, 123.28mph. 

Race 1: 1, Wollek/Fitzpatrick, 84 laps, 570.818kms; 2, Sindel/Steck- 
konigg, 80 laps; 3, Surer/Cheever, 78 laps; 4, Ballot-Lena/Lafosse, 78 
laps; 5, Rolf Stommelen/Toine Hezemans (3.0 Porsche 935 turbo), 76 
laps; 6, Merl/Hahnlein, 74 japs. Fastest lap: ickx/Schurti, 2m 3.6s, 
122.87mph. 

Race 2: 1, ickx/Schurti, 82 laps, 557.324kms; 2, Haldi/Christmanry 
Wollek, 81 laps; 3, Wollek/Fitzpatrick, 80 laps; 4, Franz Konrad/Rhein- 
hold Joest (2.8 Porsche 935 Turbo), 80 laps; 5, Ballot-Lena/Lafosse, 
79 laps; 6, Surer/Cheever, 78 laps. Fastest lap: ickx/Schurti, 2m 3.2s, 
123.28mph. 


11 


* 


* 


Through the first corner Mario Andretti has already grabbed the lead from Hunt, Nilsson, Mass, Peterson and Patrese. 


sheep’s clothing 


Scheckter’s Wolf inherits the win—Andretti dominates but retires with two laps left—Hunt crashes after incident 
with Mass—Depailler second for Tyrrell—Report and photography: JEFF HUTCHINSON. 


Jody Scheckter scored a dramatic and 
unexpected last moment win for Walter 
Wolf at his team owner’s home Canadian 
Grand Prix last Sunday. Two laps before 
the end of the 80-lap race, he took the lead 
as Mario Andretti’s Lotus rolled into the 
pits trailing a stream of oil and smoke from 
a blown engine. A disgusted Andretti 
climbed out, joined the disappointed JPS 
team gathered around the broken 78, and 
walked away: his final act in a dramatic 
race which, at one stage, he had led by a 
whole lap. 

For three-quarters of the race, Mario 
had faced tough opposition from just one 
car: the Marlboro-McLaren M26 of James 
Hunt. For one brief lap, Hunt took the lead 
from Andretti when the American found 
his way blocked by Hunt’s team-mate Jo- 
chen Mass as the pair came up to lap him. 
‘‘Mass nearly had me off,’’ said Mario 
later; and it gave Hunt the chance he 
needed to slip ahead. But the 1976 champi- 
on’s lead was short-lived. 

On the next lap Mass ‘‘waved Hunt 
through and then lost it’’, according to 
Andretti, who had a grandstand view as 
Hunt hit his number two and both the 
McLarens spun off. Hunt’s car wrecked 
itself almost head on into a concrete wall. 
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Mass, who then recovered to come home 
third, claimed that Hunt hit him in the 
back when he was forced to lift off early 
because he was taking the more slippery 
outside line. But Hunt’s comments on the 
controversial incident were mostly unprint- 
able. He was so furious about the affair 
that, when a marshal tried to restrain him 
from crossing the track after the crash, 
Hunt knocked him down—a reaction which 
he will think twice about next time, for it 
cost him a $2750 fine. 

Even the race winner was hardly in the 
best of moods after the race. Scheckter 
stalked around the garages in search of 
Ronnie Peterson, who had made almost 
suicidal attempts to keep him behind in the 
opening laps. ‘‘Five times he almost had me 
off going down the straight’’, said 
Scheckter, who took considerable calming 
by team manager Peter Warr. His car had 
“run like a train’’, said Jody, although 
slowly worsening understeer and a cracked 
exhaust primary had given trouble. 

Patrick Depailler brought his Elf-Tyrrell 
home a worthy second after a drive that 
was as every bit as heroic as his second 
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place at this race last year, fighting ‘‘terri- 
ble understeer’? with great armfuls of self- 
induced oversteer. 

Peterson had gone out early on with a 
leaking fuel union triggered off by an 
earlier spin which dislocated a radius rod, 
the second Elf-Tyrrell just one of a whole 
host of retirements which saw only seven 
cars running at the finish—eight of the 18 
retirements coming after crashes! Fortu- 
nately none of them was as serious as the 
practice crash involving Ian Ashley’s Hes- 
keth 308E, which put the Englishman in 
hospital with broken ankles and wrists. 

Into fourth place came Alan Jones’s 
Shadow, which suffered from ‘diabolical 
understeer and a pathetic engine’. Patrick 
Tambay’s Ensign, which was also suffering 
from a down-on-power engine, finished in 
fifth place, and Vittorio Brambilla, who 
finished the race on foot and in tears having 
seen third place slip from his grasp when he 
crashed on Andretti’s oil a lap before the 
finish, was classified sixth. That same oil 
also claimed Riccardo Patrese’s fifth- 
placed Shadow and the tenth-placed Fer- 
rari of local hero Gilles Villeneuve, making 
his Grand Prix debut for the Ferrari team, 
which had also lost Carlos Reutemann 
early on with fuel pressure problems. 
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ENTRY & PRACTICE 


The contradictions of Grand Prix racing, we have 
almost come to accept as the natural order of things. 
But this year’s Canadian Grand Prix had even the 
most hardened cynics shaking their heads. 

There must be something basically wrong with our 
sport. We have months of discussion over the future 
of the Nirburgring as a Grand Prix circuit, and it 
finally gets the thumbs down. Yet there is hardly a 
murmur as the entire Grand Prix circus arrives to race 
at Mosport Park, a circuit with similar characteristics 
but with unquestionably inferior safety measures, 
although it was inspected only two weeks before the 
race was due to take place! There were driver 
meetings, threats of walk-outs and long breaks in 
practice because of accidents and inadequate safety 
measures. One got the feeling it was all part of some 
huge conspiracy, and that one only got to see the tip 
ofthe iceberg. | 

Ironically, Niki Lauda décided to opt out at the 
right moment. On Friday morning he informed the 
Ferrari team that he was not willing to race, and 
announced to the world on television that he was fed 
up with the politics at Ferrari, and that he felt that, 
with three cars running at this race, his car would not 
get the attention to which he was used. He collected 
his fee for promoting the race, and went home! Sefac 
Ferrari retorted with a press release telling everybody 
that they had shipped in two new engines and two 
new mechanics to cope with the extra load, and that 
Lauda was not driving because, after gaining the 
World Championship, he had lost his motivation to 
continue this year. 

The only saving factor about a Grand Prix at 
Mosport Park is the circuit design itself, which is both 
challenging to drive and fun to watch. Practice started 
under cold, but clear and sunny conditions, and was 
beginning to get interesting until shortly before the 
end of the first session when it was brought to a halt 
by a horrifying accident. 

Ian Ashley, having stopped at the pits to add more 
rear wing a few laps before, got airborne as his 
Hesketh crested the flat-in-fifth brow just before the 
end of the main straight. The car went high into the 
air, cartwheeled, and bounced back into the air, 
clearing the barrier and hitting the top of a 20ft 
tubular aluminium television tower. It came to rest 
just inside the spectator area, the monocoque 
perched on top of the engine/transaxle unit with 
Ashley trapped inside. He had lost his AGV helmet 
during the accident, but miraculously was still con- 
scious and relatively lightly injured, with both ankles 
and wrists broken. It took over half an hour to cut the 
driver free of the wreckage, his two mechanics and 
Jochen Mass helping to cut him free with no more 
than two hacksaws and some heavy duty bolt-cutters 
at their disposal. When Ashley was finally removed to 
the medical centre, it was another half-hour before a 
helicopter arrived to fly him to a nearby hospital. The 
helicopter which-should have been there was not, and 
the rescue vehicle hired from Indy had been involved 
in an accident. 

Up to this point, Mario Andretti’s Lotus had been 
quickest, the only car to get below 72s. Mario’s 
nearest rival, James Hunt in his McLaren, was seven- 
tenths slower, and the only other man below 73s. It 
was beginning to look like a familiar story. 

The threat of rain on Saturday, and darkening 
clouds rolling over the circuit as Friday wore on, 
added an even greater sense of urgency to the final 
hour which, as the weather predictions came true, 
was to establish the grid positions for the race. 

Andretti improved by half a second and Hunt by a 
similar amount, although traffic made it very difficult 
for any of the faster drivers to get a clear lap, and 
poor flag marshalling did not help matters, either. 
“On my best lap I had a bit of trouble passing a 
slower car,” said Hunt, who also was having trouble 
getting his M26 to turn in to the corners just the way 
he wanted. Compared to the McLaren, Andretti’s 
efforts in the JPS 78 had looked almost effortless. It 
was Zolder, Spain and Zandvoort all over again. The 
Lotus chassis found the grip and traction on the 
slippery Mosport track, where many of its rivals were 
floundering. 

Hunt just managed to break 72s, while Ronnie 
Peterson continued to show his good form of the Glen 
with third best time of the day in the Elf-Tyrrell (even 
though it was eight-tenths slower than Hunt, and 
almost a second and a half adrift of the pole time!). 
The track has a high 120mph average speed, which 
suited the Tyrrells as at Watkins Glen. Maybe this 
time they would get the chance to prove their worth— 
against all but two other cars, anyway. . . 

The second row af the grid was shared by the 
second JPS of Gunnar Nilsson. This was a good effort 
on the part of the Swede for, after a rush repair job 
following his Watkins Glen accident, the mechanics 
had not even had the time to give the geometry a 
thorough check-out. ‘“The car was quite a handful to 
drive,”’ said Gunnar, and when it was checked on the 
Friday night, camber and tow-in angles were not as 
they should have been. > 
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The action is about to start. Mass has just blocked Andretti, letting Hunt through into the lead. But James’s first 
place was to last for only seconds. . . . 
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continued 


Jochen Mass put the second Marlboro-McLaren on 
the third row along with Patrick Depailler in the 
second Elf-Tyrrell, so it was not too hard to see which 
teams had got their chassis working in the right 
direction in the short time available. Pre-race testing 
on Wednesday had proved nothing for several teams, 
for it had rained most of the day, and thus all the 
drivers were starting out on an even footing. 

Both the Tabatip Shadow drivers were looking 
good, Alan Jones and Riccardo Patrese sharing the 
fourth row. Jones’s biggest problem was a lot of 
understeer which he had not had time to dial out 
before the end of the session: ‘I’m sure I could have 
improved quite a bit on my time, and the traffic was 
also bad.” 

Jody Scheckter’s Wolf and John Watson’s Martini- 
Brabham were uncomfortably far back on the fifth 
row of the grid, just two of the many drivers 
complaining about a lack of grip. ‘‘The car is badly 
balanced. We just don’t seem to have got the chassis 
Set up to make the best use of the tyres,”’ explained 
John, who went the wrong way with chassis adjust- 
ments and failed to improve on his morning time. 

Jacques Laffite, on the next row with the Ligier- 
Matra, thought things might have been better had he 
not “made all the wrong adjustments between the 
two sessions,”’ while a long-faced Carlos Reutemann 
alongside in the leading Ferrari had resigned himself 
to being out of contention at this race: “‘The car is just 
like in Sweden and Zolder. I tried everything but it 
does not help. No grip.” 

Lole’s new team-mate Gilles Villeneuve was back 
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in 17th place suffering the same troubles as Reute- 
mann, proving the point when he lost contro! down 
the fast chute leading up to the Turn 5 hairpin. He 
went off backwards into the barrier, his Ferrari 
suffering badly bent (but repairable) rear suspension 
and rear wing. The French-Canadian’s accident came 
shortly before the end of the final session, which had 
already been delayed for 45mins when Mass crashed 
the McLaren exiting the fast Turn 1 at the end of the 
pits. He had just got the car pointing straight when it 
snapped around and went backwards into the guard 
rail, the reason being a suspected lower radius rod 
failure. “It just felt funny and then snapped around,” 
said Mass, who was lucky not to have the accident on 
a faster part of the circuit. The impact broke one of 
the guardrail wooden supporting poles and pushed 
two others back, bowing a large section of rail which 
had to be completely replaced before practice could 
continue. 

The seventh row of the grid was shared by Hans 
Stuck and Clay Regazzoni, Stuck losing valuable time 
in the final session when his BT45B stopped out on 
the track with an electrical fuel pump failure, while 
Clay lost time in the first session with a broken 
driveshaft on the Tissot Ensign. 

Vittorio Brambilla headed the next row in his usual 
Surtees, his team-mate Hans Binder once again 
having a troubled practice when he missed all of the 
first session after a brand new engine blew up in only 
four laps. The all-important final hour was his first 
proper look at the track. 

Patrick Tambay’s Yip Ensign managed to compete 
in both sessions this weekend with no problems, 
Tambay switching to an uprated limited slip differen- 
tial on Friday night in a bid to improve traction, his 
biggest trouble on Friday. Unfortunately, as the 
weather turned out, he had little chance to get used to 
it before the race on Sunday. 


Villeneuve and Ian Scheckter (the latter driving hi 
previous March 761B chassis shipped over to replaci 
his wrecked Glen 771) shared the next row, witl 
Emerson Fittipaldi and Brett Lunger behind them 
Fittipaldi had little time to sort out the continuin; 
problem of his Copersucar. The wet test day, an 
then a blown engine soon after the start of the Frida’ 
session, made the last hour a hectic rush just t 
qualify, the car still not balanced the way he woul 
like it despite new track dimensions front and rea 
and a modified radiator layout since Watkins Glen. 

Patrick Neve’s Williams March and the Interscop: 
Penske PC4 of Danny Ongais completed the 11th rov 
of the grid, with Alex Ribeiro (March) and Binde 
next. The final qualifier on the 25-car grid was Ruper 
Keegan in the second Hesketh, Rupert one of th 
three drivers not to improve on his morning time 
with the memory of Ashley’s accident still fresh in hi: 
mind. 

The only car not to qualify was the turbocharge< 
Elf-Renault of Jean-Pierre Jabouille. The RSO 
broke its V6 engine after four laps in the mornin; 
session after an engine belt had unknowingly jumpec 
a tooth. The team had a fresh engine fitted for Friday 
afternoon, but Jabouille could not get lower than In 
18.8s. “I have no grip at all,” he said, the Micheli1 
tyres simply not getting up to temperature. Had i 
stayed dry for Saturday, the team would have trie< 
running the soft wet tyres in order to find mor 
temperature and grip, but any chances of then 
qualifying were washed out by the torrential rai1 
which fell throughout Saturday. 

The wet provided some exciting moments for tht 
few drivers and spectators alike who braved the 
diabolical conditions on Saturday. Several cars hac 
big spins, Nilsson making light contact with the 
catchfencing which caused minor damage to the nos 
section and skirt of the JPS. Jones, who had agair 
been among the quickest in the wet, also went off anc 
gave his Shadow a minor dent. 

Only eight cars went out in the final timed session 
and Jabouille gave us a taste of what might have beer 
when he lapped quicker than anybody else. 


THE GRAND PRIX 


While it was a grey and blustery sky which greeted th 
winter-wrapped Canadian race fans early on Sunda 
morning, it was at least a drying one, the last of thi 
Saturday rains having blown themselves out as th 
cars went out on to the track for the half-hour warm 
up session. 

It started off on a damp track, but by the end of the 
session it was dry enough for slick tyres, although no 
really dry enough to serve any useful purpose to th« 
teams still looking to solve serious handlinj 
difficulties. 

Nobody had any problems big enough to let the 
Renault on-to the grid, and when the light turned tc 
green it was Andretti who made the best start 
judging his getaway perfectly to lead Hunt’s McLarer 
by three lengths into the fast, sweeping, downhil 
Turn 1. The rest of the field poured through behinc 
them without incident, Patrese well up after a gooc 
start, but as the field crested the rise for Turn 7 
Binder was left a long way behind as he struggled witk 
a sticking throttle. 

By the end of the first lap, the pattern which hac 
shown itself during practice was being repeated in the 
race. Andretti and Hunt were already several length: 
ahead of Mass in third place, who had Patrese, 
Depailler, Peterson and Watson all snapping at his 
heels. 

We had already lost Regazzoni before the end of 
the first lap. At Turn 2, he touched another car anc 
found himself parked a long way off the track with 
smashed nose section. 

Then, a lap later, we lost another! Watson tried tc 
outbrake Peterson at the end of the straight and 
ended up getting his nose chopped by the tail end oi 
the Elf-Tyrrell, Watson limping back to the pits 
where the BT45B was retired with bent front 
suspension. 

Meanwhile, a hard trying Depailler moved ahead 
of Patrese, and on lap five the Frenchman passed 
Nilsson when the Swede had a moment. It took 
Nilsson until lap 14 to get his fourth place back agian, 
by which time the picture had changed dramatically. 

Andretti and Hunt were pulling ever farther ahead 
of the third place car, Andretti looking in control of 
the situation, but far from having things all his own 
way. Mass was falling back by a second a lap on the 
leaders, but thanks to Depailler, who had kept 
Gunnar in his place for so long, Jochen had gained a 
few seconds of breathing space for the time being. 

Patrese had managed to hold on to his fifth place in 
the opening laps as Peterson held up a great string of 
cars behind his understeering six-wheeler, the closest 
being Scheckter, Jones, Reutemann, Stuck and 
Laffite. 

This was the point when Scheckter, who had taken 
the seventh place of the missing Watson, had his 
biggest problem of the race: getting by Ronnie. Super 
Swede was quick enough on the straights to cancel 
out the gains made by his pursuers round the corners. 
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Several times Scheckter attempted to get past but was 
chopped out by Ronnie with manoeuvres which 
Jones, following, described as ‘‘a bit rude—there was 
dust and muck flying up everywhere’’. 

Scheckter eventually managed to get by after seven 
laps without going off the track for good, and three 
laps later he was also by Patrese and into sixth place. 
Following Scheckter through the field at a similar 
pace was the Ferrari of Reutemann, 12th on the first 
lap, 11th the next, then ninth when he took Jones on 
lap 6. Finally, the Argentine ended up sixth behind 
Jody with more than three-quarters of the race to run. 

A spin finally put Peterson out of the way of the 
second main group of cars, dropping him back to 15th 
place. The race had also lost Laffite at this stage, his 
Ligier-Matra breaking a driveshaft after getting up to 
a strong 10th place and pushing Jones hard for ninth. 
Fittipaldi made the first of several pitstops to investi- 
gate a down-on-power engine; the problem persisted, 
however, and finally caused his retirement after 30 
laps. 

The next important retirement came on lap 17, 
when Nilsson crashed hard into the bank at the end of 
the straight after his engine’s throttle had stuck wide 
open. “Luckily I got one third of the way through the 
corner before I had to declutch and brake. Two black 
marks lead from that point straight off to the bank”’, 
said Gunnar. Although the car hit almost head-on, 
damage to the chassis and driver was light. 

Two laps after Nilsson, we then lost Stuck from his 
mid-field position with a broken engine, while at 
quarter-distance we also lost Reutemann with fuel 
pressure problems. The race was getting really spread 
out. Ribeiro, Neve and Binder had already been 
lapped at this stage! 

Up front, Andretti was making and losing a few 
yards over Hunt as they lapped the slower traffic, but 
he still couldn’t shake the red-and-white McLaren 
from him mirrors long enough to relax his pace. Mass 
was hauled in by Nilsson at a rapid rate before the 
JPS’s demise, Scheckter then taking the fourth place 
from Nilsson, although he did not seem to be able to 
do much about closing the gap ahead to third. 
Depailler held on to his fifth spot with great verve, 
the two Shadows of Patrese and Jones now right 
together and chasing the tail of the Elf-Tyrrell, but as 
the race wore on Jones was forced to drop back with 
progressively worsening understeer, worse than he 
had had in practice. 

By the halfway mark, the race was beginning to get 
tedious. The dice between Andretti and Hunt was a 
close one, but it never looked as though Hunt was 
going to be able to take Andretti. Behind the lead 
dice, Mass and Scheckter were holding station, all the 
time drifting farther and farther away from the 
leaders. 

Depailler, Patrese and Brambilla were having an 
exciting battle for fifth place after Brambilla had got 
by Jones, the slowly deteriorating handling of the 
Shadow forcing him to drop even farther away from 
his team-mate; Patrese was also understeering, but 
not as badly. Peterson had been next, but the earlier 
spin had also damaged a radius rod which rubbed 
against a fuel union; this eventually came undone, 
causing his retirement after 34 laps, he then began a 
long (and expensive) walk back to the pits. 

Ian Scheckter had joined Fittipaldi in the pits with 
a suspected broken valvespring at this stage, while a 
big accident between Keegan and Binder, whom 
Rupert was trying to lap, saw two more cars out of the 
race. 

Binder had been braking for the tight left-hand 
corner just before the pit straight when he was hit up 
the back by Keegan. Binder flew up into the air and 
slammed backwards into the barrier on the outside, 
Keegan doing the same only forwards. The shunt 
badly flattened the front of Hesketh, and Keegan 
lucky to get away with little more than severe 
bruising. 

All this left just six cars on the same lap as the 
leading pair, Villeneuve, Tambay and Lunger having 
a keen fight for ninth place a lap behind. 

The order stayed static until lap 60, by which time 
Andretti and Hunt were even ready to lap the third- 
placed car of Mass. Now this was going to be 
interesting. They had passed Depailler and Scheckter 
without difficulty a few laps earlier, but Hunt’s team- 
mate would be a different matter. After three close 
laps, Andretti made his move going down the fast 
shute into Turn 5, and Mass didn’t exactly move over 
and wave him by: “I was too busy watching tenths of 
a second on Scheckter”, he said later. Andretti had 
two wheels off the track and almost spun trying the 
move, the resultant confusion giving Hunt the chance 
he needed to slip through and take the lead after a 
wheel-to-wheel dice up the hill. 

Mass, Hunt and Andretti came through the twisty 
section by the pits nose-to-tail. The crowd were on 
their feet, but it was the last time they were to see 
them together. As the cars swept on down to Turn 3, 
Mass waved Hunt through and pulled to the outside 
of the turn. It transpired after the race, when the two 


4 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 13, 1977 


Andretti 
_aivoline | 


Top: Mario Andretti’s JPS dominated practice and led virtually all the way, but another blown engine halted him 


with two laps left (above). Below: Patrick Depailler was second at Mosport last year, repeating the feat on Sunday. 
For the Tyrrell team, this was the season’s best result. 
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STARTING GRID 
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LAP CHART 
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WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


continued 


drivers spoke to each other for the first time over 
dinner back at the hotel, that Hunt mistook the signal 
and moved the same way as Jochen. The cars touched 
and spun off the track, leaving Mario with a clear 
path, Hunt with a wrecked chassis and a raging 
temper, and Mass with sixth place after recovering 
from his spin. 

Andretti was now a complete lap ahead of 
Scheckter in second place, with Depailler third. 
Patrese was fourth but about to be passed by Bram- 
billa. All Andretti had to do was cruise around to the 
finish, which is what he looked like doing. He slowed 
up enough to let Scheckter unlap himself with ten laps 
to go. What we on the outside did not know, 
however, was that the Lotus was not only handling 
peculiarly because of a broken engine mount, but also 
the oil pressure was beginning to fluctuate. 

Andretti began to nurse his car to the finish, but 
with three laps to go his Cosworth development 
engine let go with a big bang. He switched off and 
rolled the rest of the lap to the pit lane, leaving a trail 
of oil that was dramatically to change the outcome of 
the race behind him—starting with Patrese only a few 
yards away. Riccardo had no chance to see the oil, 
which he hit and immediately spun into the barrier at 
the point at which Binder and Keegan had gone off. 

He was joined a few moments later by Villeneuve, 
who had already lost three places a few laps before 
when he spun at the hairpin. Villeneuve then ended 
his race when he tried to restart after managing to 
avoid all the parked cars and barrier: when he 
dropped the clutch, a driveshaft broke... . 

Brambilla was so intent on his exciting battle with 
Depailler for third place (which then became for 
second place) that he did not see the oil flags or the 
oil, and the Beta TS19 shot off the road, thumping 
the already bent Shadow into a write-off and smash- 
ing off the nose of the Surtees at the same time. 

Added to this, Lunger blew his engine two laps 
before Andretti while giving hot chase to Tambay, so 
it was a very surprised bunch of drivers who came in 
to take the chequered flag, several places better off 
than they had expected to be two laps before. 

Behind Scheckter was Depailler, only 6secs away. 
A further 8secs back came Mass, then Jones in a 
distant fourth place. Tambay was fifth, the only other 
car on the same lap. Brambilla was classified sixth 
two laps down, but ahead of the only other cars 
remaining in the race, Ongais’s Penske in seventh 
spot and Ribeiro in eighth. 


Top: Gilles Villeneuve made a rather disappointing debut for Ferrari, but the Italian cars had big problems. Above: Riccardo Patrese drove an excellent race for Shadow but 
lost fourth place at the end when he crashed on Andretti’s oil. Below: Scheckter was furious with Peterson's driving tactics, complaining bitterly that the Swede repeatedly 
blocked him during their dice. 
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Jean-Claude Andruet—after Monte Carlo, he was not 
to be denied a second time. His Fiat is now prepared in 
Turin alongside the works cars. 


For the third year running, Italian drivers 
have been defeated on their own World 
Championship event, the San Remo Rally. 
Mechanical trouble in the form of a differ- 
ential failure during the final night cost 
Maurizio Verini, established in a controlled 
lead on the event, the chance of leading 
fellow Fiat driver and Frenchman Jean- 
Claude Andruet. A two minute road penal- 
ty after servicing gave the Frenchman the 
right to overrule team orders and pull 
ahead to lead a trio of Fiats into the finish. 
In fourth place was the sole remaining 
Lancia Stratos, a works Alitalia car whilst 
fifth was Bjorn Waldegaard (Ford Escort) 
whose hopes of a better placing were 
dashed by accident damage that poor wet 
weather handling had caused. Fiat gained 
an edge in the World series with a lead of 
six points, 130 to 124, with two rounds still 
to go. 

Taking Fords to Italy was a little like 
walking into a den of lions. Fiats represent 
the might of Italian rallying, and the strug- 
gle between these two teams during the 
year has often caused David and Goliath 
comparisons, and certainly in the latter 
part of the season Fiat have spared few 
efforts in giving themselves what advantage 
over Ford they could. Quite apart from 
their contractual complexities with drivers 
which in crude terms involves buying out 
anyone who might be useful to the opposi- 
tion, quite apart from their mastery of 
manipulating results and using available 
entries for the greater benefit of Gruppo 
Fiat, they think ‘winning’. They test their 
cars, they plan ahead, they aim themselves 
down the chosen path—of success. 

Ultimately it was a lack of testing that 
caught out the Ford team in Italy. They 
took for team leader Bjorn Waldegaard an 
RS1800 with a really sophisticated rear 
suspension, which in the dry conditions of 
the first night placed him right amidst the 
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Fiat take lead in WCR with convincing 1-2-3 victory on homeground at 
San Remo—Munari dominates until forced out with transmission failure— 
Waldegaard struggles to fifth overall with ill-handling car while Vatanen 
crashes—Wet weather and fog add to the problems of darkness— 
Championship going Fiat’s way—Report: MARTIN HOLMES—Photogra- 


phy: HUGH BISHOP. 


battle. Then in the rains of the second and 
third nights, the handling deteriorated so 
seriously that his chances evaporated, and 
with them the chances of Ford to maintain 
their World championship lead. Walde- 
gaard drove like a master, although he 
suffered a 10 minute delay on a stage after 
an accident, but nevertheless he fought 
back to fourth place on the final night. 
Then he had two punctures on a stage and 
had finally to settle for fifth. Ari Vatanen 
with an Escort in normal specification and 
despite little training, drove well on the 
first night but left the road on the second. 

Nobody confirmed or denied that Lancia 
would help Fiat in the event of Fiat needing 
one of the top positions that a Lancia 
occupied, but the odds were that they 
would, save perhaps the indignity of asking 
Sandro Munari to throw away a victory. 
Lancia entered four official Alitalia cars. 
Olio Fiat entered three, for two Italians and 
Walter Rohrl, whom Fiat desperately want 
in their team next year. They had one 
major supporting entry, a French spon- 
sored Fiat for Andruet which is fitted with 
established rather than the latest parts, for 
safety. 

Against this armada, Ford sent Walde- 
gaard and Vatanen. Nearly everything was 
on the Italians’ side. The rally was substan- 
tially asphalt, their favourite surface. They 
had weight of numbers and they played on 
their home ground. Almost solely in favour 
of Ford was their leading driver, disen- 
chanted with the Italian method of work- 
ing, who this time last year finally decided 
to show who was master, outdrove their 
hero Munari and fled to the sanctuary of 
another team. 


Other entries were insignificant by com- 
parison. Renault chose an apparently un- 
suitable event for their re-entry into top 
class rallies, the Italian Conrero company 
represented Opel who had for the first time 
in a long while some strong opposition in 
Group One, from the Ford importer who 
entered an RS2000. 


RALLYE SANREMO 
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Waldegaard—a tenacious drive against the odds. 
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Munari is a man above all others in Italian rallying. 
His command of the opening part of the rally was 
amazing. Right through the first of the three night 
event he was untouchable. But behind him there was 
a nasty shock for his countryman. Driving one of their 
official Fiats, Rohrl was second fastest on the opening 
stage! On the second, it was Rohrl’s turn to suffer a 
shock. His brakes failed and he crashed, his second 
bad accident in three days after a severe crash in 
practice. 


But even on the first special stage a chink in the 
Italian armour appeared. Raffaele Pinto, the tradi- 
tionally unlucky Lancia driver, caught the edge of the 
road and deranged his rear suspension and was out. 
Waldegaard began to put together his attack. On 
stage two, Lancias were one, two and three. Walde- 
gaard was fourth. Then.on the third stage it was the 
same again. Ford hopes soared, particularly as Va- 
tanen was able to match some of the Fiat times as 
well. At the end of the night, Munari was so far ahead 
that Waldegaard stated that he and the other Lancia 
drivers were in another rally altogether. But there 
was a further Lancia problem. Pregliasco broke his 
suspension in the final stage of the night, and lost 83 
minutes on a stage. Positions were: Munari 2h 55m 
51s, Carello (Lancia Stratos) 2:58.23, Andruet 
2:59.15, Verini 2:59.44, Bacchelli 3:00.07, Walde- 
gaard 3:00.12, ‘Tony’ (Fiat) 3:02.34, Vatanen 
3:06.19, Pregliasco 3:07.10 and Ormezzano (Group 
Two Kadett GT/E) 3:08.57. Ford could hardly have 
hoped for better news as they went to sleep in 
readiness for the second night. When they awoke, it 
was their turn to suffer a shock. Heavy rain. Walde- 
gaard’s Escort had never been tested in rain. .... 


It did not take him, or spectators, long to realise the 
awful truth, that the demon Escort that had per- 
formed so well the night before wasn’t anything like 
the same car now. All that could be said was that 
Waldegaard was still driving, and that during the first 
stage Munari wasn’t. The Lancia, the second out of 
the team of four to retire, suffered a transmission 
failure that had never affected these cars before. A 
big, unwanted mystery. In the lead now was Tony 
Carello, son of the world-famous light manufacturer, 
and fast becoming a driver in his own right. Just as 
Ford began to count their successes, they lost Va- 
tanen through a minor accident in the fog. At least 
Waldegaard was still there, somewhere, fighting the 
car as well as the Italians. If only he could stick it. 
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Gradually some of the problems became apparent. 
The differential was set at too high a rating. At the 
hour-long service break before the third part, that 
could be rectified. 

Through the night, many things happened. Bac- 
chelli, the second Olio Fiat driver to retire, went off 
the road avoiding spectators. He continued out of 
time and was excluded. Then there was a long delay 
before the start of the next test. Tony Carello sat 
nervously waiting for the signal to restart, mindful 
that the course opening car had gone away a long 
time ago. After an hour of delay he was despatched 
into the foggy hills behind Garessio. Where the stage 
turns off a main road to a minor road there is an 
awkward and wide crest; it is a place where it is 
difficult to know where to point the car in daylight, let 
alone at night, in fog, with people all over the road 
carrying torches. In an instant, Carello slammed off 
the road and damaged the car too badly to finish the 
stage. Lancia number three was gone, only the 
previously delayed Pregliasco remained. 

Ford personnel did their sums. Their driver was 
certainly third, may even be second. But as they 
checked their figures, Waldegaard went missing; they 
heard he was stopped beside the road, the rear of the 
car smashed. What had happened was that Bjorn had 
lost control, gone off the road backwards, but been 
able to restart. Unfortunately the impact had 
smashed a fuel line and the engine had died. It took 
him and his Swedish co-driver Thorszelius 10 minutes 
to get going again, during which they dropped down 
to fifth place. Fiats had gained the hold on the rally 
they wanted. 

Positions at the end of the second leg were: Verini 
6:02.25, Andruet 6:03.38, ‘Tony’ 6:09.04, Pregliasco 
6:15.36, Waldegaard, 6:15.43, Ormezzano 6:20.16, 
Ragnotti (Renault 5 Alpine) 6:21.35, Bertolo (Fiat) 
6:33.33, Presotto (Group 2 Kadett GT/E) 6:33.53, 
Cerrato (Group 1 Kadett GT/E) 6:38.37. 

Verini had got ahead of Andruet when the French- 
man had a puncture on the final stage of the leg. He 
had changed this without loss of time as it had 
occurred at the end of a stage. Unfortunately he had 
to fit a tyre with a wider rim, and he caught this on a 
rock on the following stage, which meant he had to 
stop mid-stage and change the wheel. Ragnotti had 
got his position through inspired driving in the rain 
and the fog. 

The final night saw the great Fiat team manage- 
ment at work. Everything was designed to stop 
Waldegaard from gaining any more points for Ford 
than necessary. The orders were that the three drivers 
must maintain station, unless of course some unfore- 


seen eventuality should occur, when the loss should 
lie where it fell. It fell on Verini. After six of the ten 
stages he had to change a differential and this 
dropped him two rqad minutes, enough to put him 
behind the Frenchman. He retaliated, and pulled 
back the lead, but Andruet then in turn retook it on 
the final stage of all. Waldegaard fought back to 
overtake Pregliasco but then had two punctures on 
one stage, driving 10km on two flat tyres, and lost two 
minutes which put him back again, but otherwise the 
final night was a wet and dreary time. 

Andruet is happy when winning, and he could 
hardly stop smiling at the finish. Now it is to be 
Corsica, the place where his desire to win made 
Lancia go white with worry three years ago. Will he 
give Fiat the heart attacks this year? 


Ford 


Ford entered two RS1800s, a special asphalt car for 
Waldegaard (VHK 74S) and an old forest car for 
Vatanen (MTW 200P). Waldegaard, the previous 
twice winner of the San Remo, understood that his 
defection from the Italian Lancia team at the end of 
last year would inevitably mean defeat at the hands of 
his previous masters at San Remo. His knowledge of 
the event is probably as good as that of any non- 
Italian, and consequently any result he gained for 
Ford in their championship quest would be as good as 
Ford could hope to achieve. 

On his car there were some innovations, notably 
the use of coil spring rear suspension. This system has 
been tested in Britain by Dawson but he found it 
uncontrollable on the Manx and during the event he 
reverted to an orthodox leaf spring system. During 
pre-rally testing in dry conditions Waldegaard felt the 
car went a long way towards the sort of performance 
which it is felt an Escort can give on tarmac, The car 
was lightened and heavy items lowered, notably to 
the extent of a redesigned fuel tank which lay flat in 
the boot. Because the tank was flat rather than 
rectangular it was necessary to use an auxiliary tank 
from which the fuel outlet would be taken, to negate 
the effects of surge on corners. 

There were other detailed changes, including plac- 
ing the twin servoes in the engine compartment to 
withstand any claims of illegality if placed in the boot. 
BBS wheels were used in addition to Minilite: these 
being lighter and also helping with braking by draw- 
ing towards the discs the air from the wheel. Bjorn 
Waldegaard said that the car was a lot stiffer than the 
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Errant spectators accounted for the demise of Fulvio 


Bacchelli. 
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other car of Vatanen, though at 980kg the car was 
probably not as light as it could be. 

The other RS1800 was of orthodox design: the 
driver Vatanen attempting his first all-asphalt rally 
outside Britain (the Manx Trophy 1976—which he 
won—was the first ever) and obviously finding his 
feet on a strange event. 

There were two private RS1800s from Spain: 
Fernando Lezamsa (000 97M, but fitted with an 
RS1800 body) and Beny Fernandez (PMC 813L, the 
old David Sutton/Erik Aaby car). 

Probably of far greater importance than any of 
these cars, in its environment, was the Group One 
RS2000 entered by Ford (Italia) of the former nation- 
al champion Roberto Cambiaghi. For a long time 
Group One has been very much the preserve of 
Conrero with his Kadett GT/Es. Although the nation- 
al champion ‘Lucky’ in that team had been promoted 
to G2 as a reward, for this event, there were plenty of 
Kadett GT/Es left in Group 1; 12 to be precise. This 
was the first time a serious Group One Ford had been 
entered in Italy. It gradually improved its position 
until soon after the start of the third leg it led the 
Group. It also rose almost into the top 10 positions, 
so that Peter Ashcroft, Ford’s team manager, began 
to wonder if the RS2000 would gain more points than 
Waldegaard, and whether Waldegaard might have to 
be withdrawn in consequence. Ford's fifth place was 
probably about as high as the team hoped they could 
get on such a specialised event, and now the chances 
of success in the WCR must have swung even further 
towards Fiat. 


Lancia 

Lancia Alitalia entered four team cars, all identically 
fitted with 24-valve engines of the type that will lapse 
from homologation at the end of the year. The power 
of the engines was given by Nik Bianchi, the team co- 
ordinator, as being 275bhp, which is about 10 more 
than the 12-valve version is now giving, and surpris- 
ingly with less torque at low revs than the 12-valve 
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Above right: ‘Tony’ brought one of the Jolly Club cars home in third place. Below: the master of San Remo, Munari completed 10 stages and was easily fastest on nine. 


cars. The Lancias were all old ones, driven by Sandro 
Munari, Raffaele Pinto, Mauro Pregliasco (this year’s 
national champion) and Tony Carello (Pregliasco’s 
national team-mate). Carello has been suffering a bad 
season with only three finishes out of nine starts so 
far. Munari started firm favourite and was walking 
away with the rally (nine fastest times out of nine 
stages) when a primary transmission shaft broke, the 
first time Lancia have had such a failure. Pinto and 
Carello retired with driver errors, leaving Pregliasco 
to finish fourth, just as he did two years ago with the 
old Beta Coupé. 

Lancia are planning various projects for next year 
when 12-valve engines will be obligatory, and feel 
that recent development have made these cars practi- 
cally as useful as 24-valve versions. Unlike previous 
years, there was a complete absence of good private 
Stratos entries. Of eight entries, the car of Pregliasco 
was the only one to finish; quite a change from last 
year when these cars finished in the top three 
Positions and in previous years when they have won 
for the past three years, ever since homologation into 
Group Four. 


Fiat 

Olio Fiat and Fiat SpA are sustaining a major 
offensive against Ford in the WCR series, and for this 
event there were six serious entries: three from Olio 
Fiat for Bacchelli, Rohrl and Verini (Alen being 
withdrawn from this and also from Corsica as well, 
apparently in order to pursue a programme of testing 
on British forest events prior to the RAC Rally, the 
final WCR round), whilst there was Andruet in the 
Fiat-France car and ‘Tony’ and Livio Lorenzelli (the 
man who gave Fiat their WCR points at San Remo 
last year after a factory team collapse). This was a 
most serious effort. 

To give more power, the cars were fitted with slides 
in the fuel injection instead of the old butterfly 
system, they were lightened, apparently even to the 
extent of removing the front portion of the roll cages 
and pigmenting the glassfibre body panels to save the 
weight of paint. The weight for the first time is 
notably less than 1000kg: about 950. A new type of 
brakes were tried in place of the old ATE type. 

The man in the news in Italy these days however, is 
no Italian—but Walter Rohrl, whom team manager 
Daniele Audetto has been furiously trying to ‘court’ 
for next year. Twice he ordered engine changes in the 
nights before the rally when the German sensed a 
vibration that prevented his motor running up to 
9000rpm, but the attraction of other manufacturers 
was not the only enemy which Audetto was fighting. 
Rohrl was, by his own admission, a little frightened. 
He had had a bad accident at Bardinetto on the 
Scravaion stage when the engine, fitted with the old 
butterfly type of injection, jammed at full throttle. 
The car was strange, he fumbled for the ignition key 
in vain, and went flying off the road. He said that he 
and co-driver Pitz flew for 10 metres, hit a tree, and 
then fell another 10. Two nights before the rally, this 
left an impression of insecurity that was not helped 
when he studied just how thin the bodywork on his 
rally car was, and just how insubstantial was the cage 
as well. Rohrl’s speed over the first test (second 
quickest behind Munari, best of all the Fiats) can only 
have heightened Audetto’s resolve and admiration, 
but Rohr! is thinking of other things right now, not 
just rallying. After his crash on the rally on the 
second stage, when apparently the brakes failed (the 
front completely and the rears partially), he flew back 
to Germany for a Group 5 race in a 935 Porsche 
Turbo before going to test-drive some new Opel 
Kadetts in Greece. German sources state that the 
presence of Rohrl in a race will nearly double 
spectator gates. 

Bacchelli and Verini supported Rohrl and Olio Fiat 
fortunes, at a low ebb this year (their only successes 
have been Alen’s win in Portugal and Bacchelli’s win 
in New Zealand, all other good placings being 


obtained by dealer entered cars) and they had cars to 
the same specification as Rohrl, including the pre- 
viously experimental dry sumps, whilst the Fiat 
France car of Andruet had the old butterfly throttles 
and wet sump. Andruet had not had a peaceful 
practice, having damaged a training car against a wall 
after losing control on cold tyres. All the cars were 
new: Rohrl had TOR 19728, Andruet 19729, Verini 
19730 and Bacchelli 19731. 

Fiat want to finish their battle with Ford at Corsica 
and hoped that the San Remo would defeat the 
chances of Ford. With any luck, Lancia and Fiat 
would completely block Ford’s chances of a high 
place. This would undoubtedly save Fiat the need for 
buying Scandinavian drivers for the British event and 
give the home drivers a chance of improving their 
experience of the ‘magic’ secret forests. 


Opel 

This year, Eurohandler stayed away from Italy in 
order to undertake testing of their cars for the RAC 
and for next year, and left this event to the successful 
Conrero team. Only one Group Four car was en- 
tered: this being a 16-valve car for Amilcare Balles- 
trieri who has now announced his intention to retire 
from rallying. Group Two development in Italy has 
been proceeding apace with 178/180bhp available 
when fitted with noisy open exhausts, which give 
good torque from around 2000rpm. ‘Lucky’ was 
entered for the first time in G2 and was leading this 
group when his halfshaft failed during the first leg. 
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Another Conrero driver to be promoted to Group 
2 was Angelo Presotto who has won the G1 category 
in Mitropa Cup this year, whilst Ormezzano complet- 
ed the trio in these semi-official cars. Opel Kadett 
GT/Es are as popular in Italy as most other countries, 
in Groups One and Two although only the Conrero 
cars had open exhausts. 

Some of the greatest interest in the rally was the 
battle for the ladies’ prize featuring Fabrizia Pons, 
this year’s lady champion who at a glance seems too 
young to have a licence to drive. Last year she won 
the ladies’ cup at San Remo with Alfasud; this year 
she had a G1 Kadett. If Fabrizia could fairly be 
described as one of the most attractive lady drivers in 
the sport, Antonella Mandelli can only be considered 
as stunning; a bionic ‘super woman’ in Nomex. And 
she can drive as well! She used a G2 Kadett and at the 
end of the second etappe she was only one minute 
behind Fabrizia. Unfortunately in the dense fog of 
the third etappe neither finished, although—techni- 
cally they both qualified as two of the 56 drivers to be 
classified. 

Dario Cerrato with his Scuderia Grifone Kadett 
GT/E led Group 1 through the first and second 
etappes before going off in the fog and damaging the 
steering and Isnardi, a local San Remo driver, was 
second before going off at the beginning of the second 
etappe. The only success for Opel therefore was G2 
for Ormezzano. 


Renault 


Making their first attempt at a WCR event with a 5 
Alpine was Regie Renault, entered by their sponsors 
Societe Calberson. This was in many ways a surpris- 
ing event, for 5 Alpines have developed a reputation 
for toughness over rough surfaces, witnessed by 
Tchubrikov’s outright win in the Danube and the 
performance on the Mille Pistes. This, however, was 
a speed event without any qualification. Two cars 
were entered, for Guy Frequelin who used the same 
car taken to the Mille Pistes, and Jean Ragnotti with a 
new car modified in small respects. The car is light, at 
815kg, but the power is low (135bhp). Frequelin 
suffered electrical trouble before the rally had hardly 
started, but even so he made 18th place on the only 
stage he completed. Ragnotti was 19th, one second 
behind! Frequelin had a battery fail. Firstly the lamps 
went dim, then the motor progressively sour, falling 
from a maximum of 7500 through 7000 and down past 
6000 revs, and finally stopped. Ragnotti was in his 
element in the bad weather which occurred later 
during the event. On one memorable stage at Del 
Quazzo, near Garessio, when there was alternately 
thick fog and torrential rain, the little yellow 5 Alpine 
made best time of the rally, 17 seconds quicker than 
Andruet, the next best! To come seventh on such an 
unlikely event encouraged the Frenchmen 
enormously. - 


Other cars 


The Alfetta GTs that originally came from Autodelta 
were driven by Leo Pittoni and Orlando dell’Ava, a 
local driver who runs a resturant at San Romolo in 
the middle of one of the main stages. Pittoni broke his 
engine whilst dell’Ava achieved a climax to a long 
history of ill fortune and accidents by coming ninth 
overall. Group Three was the group for some private 
Porsches. What promised to be a very close battle 
between the Italian Taufer and the Frenchman Gar- 
davot (four seconds after three hours of rallying 
separated them at the end of the first leg) went the 
way of Gardavot when Taufer retired towards the end 
of the rally whilst the Frenchman Swaton retired 
during the first etappe. The greatest interest outside 
the factory cars was created by the championship 
A112 70HPs, which contested only the second etappe 
and performed miracles of road holding. Already the 
winner has been promised a rally in an official 
Stratos. 


Background 


For the first time the San Remo (15th in the series) 
was entirely asphalt in the special stages. Gone have 
been the gruelling mixed surface tests, gone have 
been muddy tracks. Over the past few years the 
asphalting of the roads has been systematically car- 
ried out, and those gravel roads included this year 
were used only as transport sections. Often, special 
stages were cut in the middle, so that cars could cross 
the gravel at leisure (service cars were stationed in the 
middle). All the rally was held in the hills immedi- 
ately behind San Remo town, without even reaching 
as far as the Savona/Turin autostrada which has 
previously demarcated the region close to base. 

This year, as a novelty, the rally was held over 
three nights instead of the previous two, but without 
the day section that previously followed the first 
night. This was due largely to an increasing problem 
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Typical San Remo action . 


with day road closures. The idea of cutting stages into 
portions is strange, for each part of the stage forms a 
stage in itself with its own preceding time control. On 
the third night the first stage comprised, roughly, two 
loops of a 34km circuit using roads that varied from 
medium to narrow width. In the middle was a service 
halt! After this there was another service halt (at the 
same place) before most of the same circuit was 
tackled again. This second stage was concluded by 
using another mountain road, which included a gravel 
stretch. Thus this stage was cut as well! Within two 
stages there were three service areas, two of them 
within the stages themselves and for which ample 
time was available for work. Apart from this and the 
inevitable complication of a route that winds in and 
out of the same roads constantly, the rally was 
straightforward. The first etappe was held on Tues- 
day night, the second Wednesday and then the third 
on Friday night. The only daylight sections were right 
at the end of the second and third legs. 

After some uncertainty, slick tyres were allowed 
both on the event and in practice, but in the event 
these were only useful on the first leg. The second 
and third were held in fog and wet conditions, the 
first time for several years that the weather has been 
anything but dry. The roads have a strange mono- 
tony, drivers finding it impossible to remember them 
even after a lot of testing and training. In this respect 
it leads to a greater emphasis on co-driver perfor- 
mance and accuracy of pacenoting than normal. 

After the high speeds of Canada, the San Remo is 
slow by asphalt standards. Munari, at the end of his 
runaway first leg, averaged in the dry only 86.52kph 
(54.08mph). It is a rally that demands good prepara- 
tion. Cars that are unfit in handling are soon left 
behind, whilst the greatest strain of all comes onto the 
brakes. Drivers cannot recall another rally in the 
world where brakes suffer more. Many of the acci- 
dents occur through brake deficiency and fewer 
through driver error. 

The rally suffered some problems in the second half 
through spectator activity. Bacchelli went off the road 
avoiding spectators, which led to his retirement, 
whilst Carello left the road, when he was leading, 
through being misled by spectators at a tricky junc- 
tion. In the end three stages were not held for this 
reason. 


a 


. . the Tecchini/Simoni ex-works 124 Abarth. 


An inspired drive from Ragnotti in the rain and the fog netted a superb seventh overall for the Regie’s R5 Alpine. 


Pe 


5 Rallye San Remo WCR round 9 
4/8 October 1977 
J. C. Andruet/C. Delferrier (Fiat Abarth 131 Rallye) 10hrs 27m 43s; 
M. Verini/B. Scabini (Fiat Abarth 131 Rallye) 10:29.40; 
‘Tony’'/M. Mannini (Fiat Abarth 131 Rallye) 10:36.44; 
M. Pregliasco/V. Reisoli (Lancia Stratos) 10:38.30; 


om 
2, 
3, 
4, 
5, B. Waldegaard/H. Thorszelius (RS1800) 10:41.19; 
6, F. Ormezzano/R. Mejohas (Opel Kadett GT/E) 10:57.01; 

7, J. Ragnotti/J. M. Andrie (Renault 5 Alpine) 11:08.48; 8, A. 
Presotto/M. Perissutti (Opel Kadett GT/E) 11:21.22; 9, O. dell’Ava/A, 
Russo (Alfetta GT) 11:29.50; 10, C. Gardavot/G. Otto (Porsche 
Carrera) 11:32.43; 11, R. Cambiaghi/E. Sanfront (RS2000) 1 1:37.20. 
(133 starters 38 finishers) 

(No ladies crews at finish) 


Leading retirements 

2, Sandro Munari/Perro Sodano (Lancia Stratos) transmission 9 
stages when leading; 

3, Fulvio Bacchelli/Francesco Rossetti (Fiat Abarth 131 Rallye) 
accident 13 stages; 

4, Raffaele Pinto/Arnaldo Bernacchini (Lancia Stratos) accident 0 
stages; 

5, Walter Rohri/Willy Peter Pitz (Fiat Abarth 131 Rallye) accident 1 
stage when second; 

6, Ari Vatanen/Peter Bryant (RS1800) accident 10 stages; 

8, Amilcare Ballestrieri/‘Rudy’ (Opel Kadett GT/E) accident 4 stages; 
12, Tony Carello/Maurizio Perissinot (Lancia Stratos) accident 15 
stages when leading; 

15, Beny Fernandez/Jose Formoso (RS1800) accident 1 stage; 

16, Guy Frequelin/Jacques Delaval (Renault 5 Alpine) electrics 1 
stage; 

19, Leo Pittoni/Marisa Borghini (Alfetta GT) engine 3 stages; 

21, Livio Lorenzelli/France Collorafi (Fiat Abarth 131 Rallye) accident 
1st stage; 

22, ‘Lucky’/Gianni Braito (Opel Kadett GT/E) halfshaft 7 stages; 

24, Fernando Lezama/Javier Arnaiz (RS1800) steering 7 stages etc. 


Rally leaders: stages 1-9 Munari, 10-15 Carello, 16-19 Andruet, 20- 
25, 28 & 29 Verini, 26 & 27, 30 Andruet 


WCR: Fiat 130, Ford 124, Opel 64, Toyota 54, Lancia 44, Datsun 40, 
Porsche 29, Saab 28, Chrysler 24, Mitsubishi 22, Renault 18, SEAT 14, 
Citroen 13, Alpine & Mazda 10, Volvo 16, Alfa Romeo & Skoda 7, 
Peugeot 6, Lada & Leyland 4. Best 8 points count: 

The rally: 30 stages (another three were cancelled before they were 
run). All asphalt (except some parts of transport sections) 834km 
stages, 1608km total. Nearly all at night. First night all dry, second and 
third night wet and foggy. All in mountains north of San Remo. 


Special stages: 1 2 3 4 5 6 
Munari 9 _ _ — — — 
Andruet 7 5 8 2 3 2 
Pregliasco 6 6 5 3 1 3 
Waldegaard 3 2 3 4a 3 6 
Verini 2 9 6 5 5 1 
Carello 1 6 5 2 1 _ 
Tony 1 _ 2 5 10 2 
Ragnotti 1 —_ _ 1 1 4 
Rohrl _ 1 _— _ _ — 
Bacchelli _ _ 2 7 3 Setc 


Previous winners: 76 & 75 Waldegaard, 74 Munari, 73 Therier, 72 
Ballestrieri, 71 Andersson, 70 Therier, etc. 


‘ 
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special stage 


Ford: Corsica latest 


Nicolas heads two-car works team after plans are revised 


Fiat have taken the lead in the WCR for 
the first time since the results of the 
New Zealand Rally in May and through 
blocking Ford’s chance of scoring a high 
position at San Remo, have a good 
chance of taking the championship. 
This year there are 11 rounds in the 
series, and under a standing rule of 
international championships, only the 
best eight points will count. 

There are two rounds left, the French 
round which is the Tour de Corse and 
the British RAC. In theory the maxi- 
mum that Fiat can score, through drop- 
ping their Greek and Swedish scores, is 
140, whilst by dropping San Remo and 
either Canada or Sweden, Ford can 
score 136. 

Both teams can still win, so the 
greatest interest lies in probabilities 
rather than possibilities. Corsica is an 
event with a traditional high degree of 
non-finishers, so the chances of an 
Italian mass blockage of Lancias and 
Fiats denying Ford a high place, are not 
as great as they might be. It would be 
quite conceivable for Ford to score, 
through reliability, a fourth place to a 
first from Fiat. ,.Remember that the 
Italians, with their mastery of rally 
position juggling, can be assumed to 
require a Lancia to forgo a victory if a 
Fiat would gain a win by default. Then 
again, Ford have an obvious advantage 
on the RAC Rally, and probably 
through the efforts of large numbers of 
Fords, Leyland, Saab, Vauxhall and 
other makes, all with a great chance of 
finishing, Ford could win and Fiat could 
be demoted to something like fourth 
themselves. Such a situation would give 
Fiat 136 and Ford 132, . advantage 
to the Italians. 

The WCR is too complex a series to 
be settled just like that, however. The 
points system this year requires the 
addition of points for overall wins with 
positions in groups. At the Swedish, 
Hamalainen’s fifth place with a Group 
One car provided as many points as a 
Group Four Ford would have done in 
third place. At the San Remo, had 
Bjorn Waldegaard retired from his fifth 
place, Ford would still have gained nine 
points in place of Bjorn’s 10 simply 
because of Cambiaghi winning Group 
One. There is plenty of scope for sud- 
den reverses. Fiat suffered a complete 
organisational collapse in Corsica in 
1974, they suffered unexpected me- 
chanical failures at the Acropolis this 
year. It may even be that the legendary 
French bandits in the hills do not like 


Peter Ashcroft’s recent decision to run 
only two cars in Corsica has meant that 
Bernard Beguin (below) is out of luck. 


ee ~~ 


Italians! For all these conjectures, the 
edge now lies with Fiat, but even now it 
is only an edge. 

Ford, meanwhile, are still going to 
Corsica as planned. Peter Ashcroft re- 
marked to us with feeling, “I’ve never 
given up in my life, and I’m not starting 
now just because a few Fiats start 
appearing on the, horizon!” 

San Remo could so easily have given 
Boreham a second overall, despite the 
fact that the combination of Dunlop’s 
rain tyre and the latest Ford tarmac 
suspension was not as effective in the 
wet as had been hoped. Bjorn’s perfor- 
mance on the first night augured well 
for the team, but the rain and with it, 
the treacherous handling of the car, was 
bringing one of Waldegaard’s finest 
drives when his accident, and subse- 
quent fuel pipe strangulation caused the 
RS1800 to stop completely just a soli- 
tary kilometre from the scene of his 
momentary off. Sadly the cause of the 
engine’s failure was not located for ten 
minutes. Even then, Bjorn pulled back 
to fourth overall before two punctures 
near the finish dropped him down a 
place behind Pregliasco’s Stratos. 

With eight events counting out of 11 
in total, it appears that Ford must finish 
second overall, at least, in Corsica, 
while winning the RAC outright and 
keeping Fiat out of the first four places. 
Boreham could yet end the season 
servicing for Leyland and DTV! Peter 
Ashcroft remarked that he would 
“‘probably bring a witch doctor!” 

The Ford team manager’s appear- 
ance in Italy last weekend was greeted 
with enraptured ecstasy by Daniele Au- 
detto who on seeing him, rushed over 
and spontaneously embraced him. This 
expansive gesture of enthusiasm and 
emotion, accompanied by something 
along the lines of: “‘Ah Peeter, you ave 
come to Eetaly!"’ was received with 
certain misgivings by the Englishman- 

. after all, you can never tell who 
your friends are! 

So Ford have by no means conceded 
defeat, but have of necessity changed 
their initial plans for Corsica somewhat; 
thanks to a number of differing circum- 
stances. Firstly it has become obvious 
to the team that Ari Vatanen is some- 
what exhausted after a season of rally- 
ing whose magnitude would probably 
equal three years in the lives of most 
professional drivers. It is clear to them 
now that in order for Ari to be at his 
best on the RAC, he will need some 
rest and recuperation. 


Nicolas—a privately entered Porsche 
had been the limit of his aspirations until 
Ford talks crystallised earlier this week. 


Secondly, it is equally obvious that 
rallies like San Remo and Corsica are 
every bit as specialised as British inter- 
nationals, and to be in with any chance 
of success, Ford would need to employ 
someone with both knowledge of the 
island, experience, and skill to boot. 
The question was, who? 

It did not take too long to discover 
the name and wherebouts of a man 
whom Fiat had obviously omitted from 
their ‘deny to Ford’ tactics—Jean Pierre 
Nicolas—one of the most experienced 
and quickest French tarmac exponents, 
and an expert on Corsica. His appear- 
ances there for Alpine are legion, and 
as we went to press a deal had been 
arranged. Jean Pierre will thus have the 
use of Bjorn’s San Remo car, while 
Russell Brookes will now be getting an 
identical new car (in right hand drive) 
for the event. Suddenly Corsica looks 
to be a far more realistic proposition 
than it did a few days ago. With Nico- 
las, Ford have a winner in Corsica on 
their strength. It would certainly have 
been most foolhardy to have attempted 
to take on the might of the Italians with 
two drivers, both of whom have no 
experience whatsoever of the sland. 
Nicolas confirmed the drive with alacri- 
ty in a telephone call from Greece on 
Tuesday, and now he will have plenty 
of time to get used to the RS1800 and 
get down to serious practice before Guy 
Fawkes night... when Boreham will 
after all be servicing the two cars. 

Peter Ashcroft is right—they don’t 
give up easily! 


Bjorn’s uncharacteristically bent RS1800 last weekend. 


edited by Peter Newton 


Hafren and 


Myherin, 
some of the finest stage miles in the 
land, and it is in this area on Saturday, 


Dovey boast 


that the penultimate round of the 
Castrol/AuTosPporT and Motor/RAC 
Championships takes place . . . a rally 
which many have come to regard as the 
prime national event in the calendar, 
the Wolverhampton and South Staffs 
Car Club's Castrol °77. 

Fundamentally, the event is sound 
from its ground roots. The idea, natu- 
rally enough, is to give competitors 
what they want, to give them something 
both demanding and satisfying—long 
uninhibited stages, fast and smooth yet 
constantly changing direction. These 
are stages which remain in reasonable 
condition long after the worst of the 
rains have rendered other forests 
impassable; they are drivers’ stages and 
they tend to favour those with most 
experience and sustained concentra- 
tion. Last year a ben’ ia Hafren on this 
same rally boasted 22) miles—and that 
distance may be ndbcese-e this year in 
another forest, but all the stages are 
long by comparison with the British 
standard five mile test, and not only do 
the time penalties become far more 
meaningful in consequence, but so do 
driver performances. 

It’s a rally which is run with panache 
by the organising club. Wolverhampton 
and South Staffs are a most convivial 
and sociable organisation. Most seem 
to enjoy their annual event thoroughly 
but they do so with an attention to 
detail and an intimate knowledge of the 
sport which gives competitors few 
opportunites to either discover or ex- 
ploit loopholes. They all take their cue 
from David Stephenson of course, a 
man who plays the stage rallying game 
absolutely straight—yet he hasn’t for- 
gotten the road rallying days either—or 
the Gulf Londons! (He’s got still more 
ambitious plans for this rally!) David is 
a man with convictions, opinions and 
strength of character. You may not 
agree with what he has to say—but then 
this is not your rally! 

A combination of circumstances— 
the legendary social scene at Aber- 
ystwyth (who could forget the notorious 
soda siphon fight of *76!), the firm yet 
friendly organisation, the inimitable 
Stages, the ideal testing session/rehear- 
sal for the RAC—have contrived to fill 
the 180 strong entry list to bursting 
point once more—and this at a time 
when excellent events like the Lindis- 
farne are struggling to make up num- 
bers; when the nation’s special stage 
‘freaks’ are battening down the hatches 
prior to another performance of the 
RAC Rally. 

Perhaps there has never been an 
entry list of such note and depth in the 
short history of stage rallying—since 
the days of the Gulf Londons at least. 
Most of the top 30 crews would be 
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ERO age 


Star-studded Castrol ’77 


Best national rally entry for years includes four top Finns. 


welcomed almost anywhere in Europe 
and they'll certainly be welcomed at 
Aberystwyth. Rally HQ is the Belle 
Vue Royal Hotel. 

The difficulty with an-entry such as 
this is where to find a vacancy for late 
arrivals such as Leif Asterhag (a Swede 
who runs a privately entered Toyota 
Celica sponsored by the pop group 
Abba) and Allan Arneil, not to men- 
tion Per Inge Walfridsson. The Che- 
quered Flag’s Lancia Stratos arrived 
back in the country from Turin on 
Sunday evening, fresh from its refur- 
bishing at the works, and according to 
Graham Warner in better condition 
than it has ever been. So if the top 30 
entrants are not enough to impress you, 
then the addition of Terry Kaby in the 
older of Pat Ryan’s two works Dolo- 
mite Sprints, Gavin Waugh, Henry In- 
urrieta, Fred Henderson, Willie Ruth- 
erford’s Mazda (after a plot to sit him in 
one of Del Lines’s TR7s fell through), 
Derek and Terry Evans’s most impres- 
sive Vincent Greenhous Chevette, 
David Grainger’s Meirion Motors TR7, 
Jeff Churchill, Chris Lord’s G4 El 
Gam, and Frank Pierson may serve to 
increase one’s attention. 

Still not enough? How about Bernard 
Banning, Mike Jackson, Peter Clarke, 
Andrew Smith, Jill Robinson and Char- 
lie Wood (with a 1600cc motor in his 
Series 7 Avenger ‘as he needs just two 
more points to win’ the class this 
year) . . . they’re all heading for Aber- 
ystwyth. The town can scarcely have 
ever known such a peaceful invasion in 
recent years. 

The Castrol/AuTosPorT champion- 
ship has been dormant since the Bur- 
mah at the end of August when Nigel 
Rockey all but sealed the series with 
maximum points, and Terry Kaby (with 
second in class to Elsmore) all but 
completed an impressive G1 season 
with a championship victory. Paul 
Faulkner could still manage it of 
course—just; but to do so he will have 
to rely on an escape of some of the ill 
luck which Nigel has managed to con- 
tain within the confines of RAC rounds 
this year. Were Paul to score maximum 
Castrol points on this rally and the 
Wyedean (while Nigel failed to score in 
either) then the man from Hampshire 
would win the series outright by just 
two points. ... 

Last year’s route is almost identical 
to the one chosen this year, with the 
exception that the Nant-y-Moch specta- 
tor stage at the dam has now been 
deleted. At the time of going to press, 
there were seven stages on the agenda, 
of which only one of the long Dovey 
tests will be designated as a spectator 
stage. Those who wish to watch here 
should approach the forest along the 
A470 from Cemmaes or Mallwyd to 
Aberangell (MR:124/845097) where 
Forestry Commission signs will direct 
them to the car parking area. First 60 
cars (of which the first is expected 
around 12.30pm) will be ‘compered’ by 
Roger Willis of Castrol, and a fee of 
50p will be charged for parking. 

Prior to the start of the rally on 
Friday night there will be a Castrol 
forum and film show in the Pier Pavil- 
ion Ballroom at Aberystwyth starting at 
8pm. The panel will include Russell 
Brookes, Pentti Airikkala, Paul Faulk- 
ner, Jill Robinson and John Horton, 
while ‘Hannu Mikkola is also expected 
to be putting in an appearance. Cas- 
trol’s latest films, Stages to Victory (last 
year’s Castrol Championship) and the 
first public showing of Appointment at 
Penha (the °77 Rally of Portugal, won 
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Hannu Mikkola—Corolla again. 


% Russell Brookes/John Brown 
(RS1800); 2, Pentti Airikkala/John Gittins 
(Vauxhall Chevette 2300); 3, Markku 
Alen/Ika Kivimaki (Fiat 131 Abarth); 4, 
Hannu Mikkola/Arne Hertz (Toyota Cor- 
olla); 5, Bror Danielsson/Ulf Sundberg 
(Opel Kadett GTE); 6, Chris Sclater/ 
Martin Holmes (Vauxhall Chevette 
2300); 7, Andy Dawson/Stuart Pegg 
(RS1800); 8, John Taylor/Phil Short 
(RS1800); 9, Billy Coleman/Dave Rich- 
ards (Lancia Stratos); 10, Nigel Rockey/ 
Derek Tucker (RS1800); 11, Paul Faulk- 
ner/Monty Peters (RS1800); 12, Tony 
Drummond/Mike Nicholson (RS1800); 
13, David Stokes/Lyn Jenkins (RS1800); 
14, Tatu Vatanen/Peter Bryant 
(RS1800); 15, Jim McRae/David Brown/ 
Vauxhall Magnum); 16, Graham Els- 
more/Stuart Harrold (RS2000); 17, Will 
Sparrow/Rodney Spokes (Chrysler 
Avenger GT); 18, Malcolm Wilson/Ron 
Palmer (RS2000); 19, Robin Eyre Maun- 
sell/Neil Wilson (Chrysler Avenger GT); 
20, Geoff Simpson/Alan Simpson 
(RS1800); 21, Terry Kaby/Brian Rainbow 
(Triumph Dolomite Sprint); 22, Gavin 
Waugh/Peter Handy (Chrysler Avenger 
GT); 23, Henry Inurrieta/Dave West 
(RS2000); 24, Fred Henderson/Colin 
Wilson (Toyota Corolla); 25, Willie Ruth- 
erford/Hugo Kennedy (Mazda RX3 
Ford); 26, Derek and Terry Evans (Vaux- 
hall Chevette 2300 s/c); 27, David Grain- 
ger/Julia Richards (Triumph TR7); 28, 
Jeff Churchill/Roger Evans (RS1600); 
29, Chris Lord/Tony McMahon (Vauxhall 
Magnum); 30, Frank Pierson/Arthur Brick 
(RS1800). 


@ Apart from coverage in Britain, 
allegedly on both TV channels, plans 
are in hand to feature the Lombard 
RAC Rally on American Television. 
‘The NBC network have approached 
us for facilities’, said an RAC spokes- 
man. ‘They have allocated satellite 
time to a major world sporting event in 
November—and they've chosen our 
event.” 
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of course by Markku Alen) which had 
its premiere in London last week and 
was directed by Barrie Hinchliffe, will 
constitute some of the visual attractions 
of the evening, and Roger Willis will be 
chairing what promises to be a pro- 
longed session of amusement. 

The rally starts at 08.00 on Saturday 
from the Park Avenue Municipal Car 
Park and first cars are expected back 
here at about 17.30. Lunch will be 
taken at Machynlleth (the Wynnstay 
Arms) where first car is expected at 
11.00, while the only service area per- 
mitted on the entire route is situated at 
Dylife (near the town). Competitors 
pass by this point twice, and any servic- 
ing observed in other areas by the many 
‘plain clothes’ Judges of Fact will result 
in exclusion for the culprits. 

There is a genuine 100 miles of spe- 
cial stages packed in to only seven tests 

. . With two service halts. It makes 
the business of national rallying just 
that little bit different! 

This year, besides sponsorship from 
Castrol, additional support is being pro- 
vided by the Midlands firm of Senfield 
Property Ltd. One can look forward to 
all the usual duels—Brookes versus 
Airikkala, Alen, Mikkola etc, etc; 
some of which must (!) surely, happen 
this time; and doubtless Jimmy McRae 
will be attempting to fend off Graham 
Elsmore as usual. 

The hard packed shale of these forest 
stages provides an almost uncanny 
smoothness to the surfaces at times. 
One wonders whether this might not be 
Fiat country... after all, Markku 
Alen cannot be feeling too pleased 
about his recent inactivity. In England 
it was recently being said that his non- 
appearance on the Lindisfarne was due 
to his practice in San Remo; while in 
Italy of course it was said that he was 
not contesting the San Remo 
because ... we don’t really need to 
continue; and that sort of thing can 
drive a man to. . . winning? 

Last year punctures played an impor- 
tant part in proceedings and Russell 
Brookes won the rally despite driving 
for a total of 11 miles on flat tyres. 
Once again, this could be a crucial 
issue, and one where Pirelli’s P7 deriva- 
tives still hold an advantage. 


@ At the end of SS6 of the Lindisfarne 
Andy Dawson changed tyres and left 
one of his Minilites, together with a 
well used tyre in the keeping of a 
marshal who kindly agreed to return it 
to Dunlop at the end of the event. 
Apparently the marshal has yet to do 
this, and Andy would very much like to 
hear from him. Dawson’s ’phone num- 
ber is 01-586 1013. 
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RAC entries 


Entries for the Lombard RAC closed 
yesterday (Wednesday). As we closed 
for press, the numbers had more than 
doubled in less than a week and 151 of 
the total 180 entries had been received. 
We gather it was confidently expected 
that all places would be filled by 
Wednesday night, and entries received 
include works cars from Ford (three), 
Vauxhall/DTV (three), Opel (four); 
Chrysler (Ulster); Fiat (six); Lancia 
(two), and Skoda. We gather that Saab 
were certain to be entering but had not 
confirmed their intentions as we went 
to press. 

The Fiat entourage comprises Alen, 
Lampinen, Verini and Bacchelli in Olio 
Fiat cars, while there will be two further 
entries from Finland for Timo Makinen 
and Timo Salonen. Nothing radically 
new emerges from existing entries at 
present. 


Film shows 


Castrol have released two new motor- 
sport films which were premiered last 
week at the British Academy of Film 
and Television Arts in Piccadilly. Of 
most interest to rally enthusiasts will be 
the United Motion Pictures production 
of Appointment at Penha, directed by 
Barrie Hinchliffe. This new film was 
shot on location in Portugal earlier this 
year during the World Rally Champion- 
ship counter which was won by Markku 
Alen’s works Fiat 131 Abarth. The film 
lasts just under half an hour and can be 
seen tomorrow night, its first public 
screening, at the forum/filmshow prior 
to the Castrol '77 in Aberystwyth. 

Motorcycle fans will doubtless be 
attracted to Assen, a film directed by 
David Wood for C. H. Wood Ltd which 
looks at one of the sport’s premier race 
meetings at the small Dutch town’s 
circuit. Two of the "77 races are fea- 
tured: the 350cc event won by Kork 
Ballington, and the 500cce race won by 
local hero Wil Hartog who beat Barry 
Sheene into second place. 

Enquiries for the loan of either of 
these films and others in the Castrol 
library should be made to Castrol Film 
Library, Castrol Ltd, Athena Avenue, 
Elgin Trading Estate, Swindon SN2 
6EQ. Tel: 0793-693402. 


Corsica teams 


The entry list of the infamous Tour de 
Corse promises great things at present. 
Seven works teams were planning to go 
at the time of our going to press, and 
these include four Peugeot 104ZS (two 
of which will be for Makinen and Mik- 
kola); two Renault RS Alpines for Guy 
Frequelin and Jean Ragnotti; two 
RS1800s for Nicolas and Brookes; two 
Leyland TR7s for Tony Pond and Brian 
Culcheth; four cars from Fiat (Italy) 
comprising Verini, Bacchelli, Rohrl 
and Darniche; three Lancia Stratos for 
Munari, Pinto and Carello; two Fiat 
(France) cars for Andruet and Francis 
Vincent; a single Toyota Celica for Jean 
Luc Therier; three or four G1 Toyotas 
for the Aseptogyl girls from France; 
and finally three Autobianchi A112s 
entered by French Lancia importer, 
Chardonnet. With the addition of the 
two local heroes, Manzagol and Ser- 
paggi (both of whom are ludicrously 
quick while stuck on the tarmac) who 
will be driving whatever they can lay 
their hands on (could Boreham do 
another Hamalainen here!?) the Tour 
de Corse promises to be a fascinating 
event, full of action, politics and 
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MERE Re special stage 


Southern 
Cross: 
Can Carr hold 


off Aaltonen? 


A two-car Ford Australian team was 
posing a serious threat te the powerful 
five-car internationally manned Datsun 
team after the half-way point of the 
four day 2800 kilometre Total Oil 
Southern Cross International Rally as 
we went to press. 

Twenty-six-year-old Canberra driver 
Greg Carr, navigated by Wayne Greg- 
son, moved into the lead both on points 
and on the road when Timo 
Makinen/Henry Liddon, in one of the 
Nissan (Australia) Datsun Violet 710s 
went back to a control to have an 
omission corrected. Worse was to 
follow. 

Makinen, who led on the first divi- 
sion with a loss of 3.67 minutes (timing 
is to the hundredth of a minute) did not 
lose any time in the manoeuvre, but it 
cost him his number one spot on the 
road, and with the fine, powdery forest 
dust hanging motionless in the windless 
night, the effect was serious. 

Carr, driving a Boreham-prepared 
RS1800 Escort, showed good style and 
set a series of fastest times once free of 
the dust, although Makinen, relegated 
to fourth spot on the road, did not let 
Carr get away and at the end of the 
second night’s division, trailed him by 
less than half-a-minute. 

Former national rally champion Co- 
lin Bond, fresh from his second place at 
Bathurst in the Moffat-Ford Dealers 
Falcon, had also pressed his way up 
through the field to be fifth in his Ford 
(Australia) RS2000, 2.53 minutes be- 
hind Harry Kallstrom/Claes Billstam 
(Datsun 710). Kallstrom was initially 
running fourth, 2.45 minutes adrift of 
Rauno Aaltonen/Jeff Beaumont (Dat- 
sun 710), who in turn trailed Makinen 
by 1.57 minutes. 

Stig Blomqvist/Hans Sylvan, in the 
16-valve Saab 99, made a dramatic 
start... fastest time at the intricate 
Amaroo Park circuit-Rally-Cross-Hill- 
climb, the first special stage of the rally 
on Saturday afternoon. But after a fast 
run through the early stages of Saturday 
night, they hit a hole in the road and 
broke a front wishbone, putting them 
out of the event. 

The rally at this stage was not as 
rough as last year’s, but a new rule 
which made 100 per cent completion of 
the course mandatory had seen a num- 
ber of cars afflicted by minor mechani- 
cal troubles run out of late time. At the 
halfway mark, 23 of the 68 starters had 
retired. 

At the start of the second leg on 
Monday night, the battle between Ford 
and Datsun continued apace and after 
two of the night sections, the order was 
as follows: 1, Gregg Carr (RS1800) 
23.49; 2, Timo Makinen (Datsun 710) 
24.89; 3, Rauno Aaltonen (Datsun 710) 
25.61; 4, Harry Kallstrom (Datsun 710) 
27.91; 5, Colin Bond (RS2000) 30.74; 6, 
George Fury (Datsun 710) 34.93; 7, 
Bob Watson (Datsun 710) 41.46; 8, 
Shekhar Mehta (Datsun 210) 45.64. 

Makinen, however, fell back dra- 
matically overnight with repeated strut 
changes. Forty-five cars left Port Mac- 
quarie for the start of this leg and in dry 
conditions, Bob Watson’s. Datsun went 
off into gorse and the hot exhaust 
started a small bush fire. Dean Rains- 
ford retired his Saab early on with a 
combination of clutch failure and a 
gearbox oil leak. 

By 8pm Tuesday (Australian time) 
and with 11 hours still to go before the 
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finish back in Port Macquarie, the situ- 
ation had changed somewhat, however. 
Gregg Carr, despite rear suspension 
problems, had increased his lead to 
nine minutes over the second placed 
Datsun now driven by Rauno Aal- 
tonen, Makinen having dropped to fifth 
where he was apparently catching Colin 
Bond (in fourth place) rapidly. i 

The final night was expected to fur- 
ther alter the order, however, as Carr 
was apparently having electrical trou- 
ble, and it was thought that in having to 
use his lights, he might suffer a time- 
consuming failure. The order available 
to us as we closed for press was as 
follows: 1, Carr (RS1800); 2, Aaltonen 
(Datsun); 3, Kallstrom (Datsun); 4, 
Bond (RS2000); 5, Makinen (Datsun); 
6, Fury (Datsun); 7, Watson (Datsun); 
8, Shinozuka (Colt); 9, Mehta (Dat- 
sun); 10, Bell (Gemini PF50). 

Full report next week. 


Castrol test 
day in Ceri 


Last Wednesday, Castrol arranged a 
most interesting and successful test day 
in Ceri forest near Newtown, as a 
preview for the Castrol °77. The day 
was handled in relaxed informal style, 
based on the secluded Dolforwyn Hall 
hotel, Abermule, situated about nine 
miles from the two-and-a-half mile test 
selected for the sessions. 

Castrol had managed to attract some 
30 local journalists, many of whom 
were having their first ride in a proper 
rally car, and needless to say the queues 
that formed beside the various ‘chauf- 
feurs’ would not have disgraced the 
public bar at Lord’s during a hot Aus- 
tralia/England test match. One hopes 
that such fervour will find its way out of 
the afternoon and into the media. 

The special stage chosen was an ex- 
cellent test on which to conduct such 
activities, and while it was fast enough 
for Russell Brookes to see 9000rpm in 
fifth at one point, it was also full of the 
gradients and twisting territory which 
characterises the forests of this part of 
Wales. 

Many drivers had answered Castrol’s 
call in loyal fashion and subjected 
themselves stoically to a day with the 
eager scribes. Jill Robinson made the 
journey from London, starting before 
06.00, towing her rally car; while also 
present were Chris Field, Russell 
Brookes, Nigel Rockey (whose RS1800 
blew a headgasket) and the very 
impressive Derek Evans in his smart 
Vincent Greenhous Chevette 2300. 

The day was an unqualified success 
and some of the action can be seen on 
ATV in the Midlands tomorrow (Fri- 
day) at 6.15pm where Russell Brookes’ 
efforts will be on view. . . . 


@ The Press and Journal is offering a 
£25 cash award on the Tour of Mull 
Rally on Saturday and Sunday, October 
15 and 16. The cash award is similar to 
the awards offered by the newspaper on 
the Snowman Rally and the CP Granite 
City Rally. Crews eligible for the award 
are those with the driver and co-driver 
normally resident in The Press and 
Journal's circulation area. The circula- 
tion area stretches from Oban, Perth 
and Montrose north to Shetland and 
the Outer Hebrides and includes the 
island of Mull itself. The Tour of Mull 
includes a unique blend of special 
stages and road selectives on the is- 
land’s tortuous roads and attracts crews 
from all over Britain. The event is once 
again organised by 2300 Club of Black- 
burn. The entry list includes last year’s 
winner Willie Crawford, lan Gemmell, 
Bob Bean, Bob Jeffs, David Cowan, 
Alistair Findlay, Tom Clark, Ian Wil- 
son etc. 


Seen in San Remo 


Right: our correspondent’s ‘bionic su- 
per woman’ revealed! Introducing the 
delightful Antonella Mandelli 
... more rally drivers should look 
like this. Below: Roberto Cam- 
biaghi’s Ford (Italia) RS2000 repre- 
sented the first serious opposition to 
G1 Kadett dominance seen in Italy. 
Roberto won the class, finished 11th 
overall and scored only one less 
WCR point than Bjorn’s fifth overall! 
Lower right: Ford coil spring rear end 
as seen on Waldegaard’s car. Note 
‘legal leaf spring’ at bottom right of 
picture. Lower left: Fiat’s controver- 
sial new rear brake disc assembly. 
Below: Fiat’s new throttle slides on 
the Abarth modified injection sys- 
tem. Bottom: Boreham mechanics 
change Waldegaard’s steering rack; 
midnight on the first (dry) section. 
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special stage 


Bayliss makes 
way for Brown 


The SKF Stages Rally last Sunday, 
round eight of the Esso Uniflo/BTRDA 
Gold Star Championship and the last 
round of the Central Tyres Price-Check 
championship was won by Mike 
Brown/John Mullord in their V6 3-litre 
Escort. 

There were crews locked in battle for 
first place all day, these were Mike 
Bayliss, Robin Farrington, Mike Brown 
and Guy Lockwood. After 18 stages the 
final tally showed Brown and Lock- 
wood to have tied on 38mins 17secs 
penalties each, the first stage tie decider 
giving the popular North London crew 
the verdict. 


One must, however, feel sorry for 
Guy Lockwood/Eddie Ganderton, for 
exactly the same thing happened to 
them last weekend on a Yorkshire rally 
when they tied with John Lailey for 
victory and were again relegated to 
second place on stage 1 times. 

Sunday dawned a beautiful, sunny 
morning as the 120 crews assembled at 
the spacious SKF’s works in Luton. 
First crew away were 1975 winners 
Robin Farrington/David Prince 
(RS1600) followed by current Es- 
so/BTRDA leader Mike Bayliss/Rick 
Green in their GBR Log books/Provin- 
cial Paper RS1600. Mike Brown was at 
three followed by Dave Wallis/Pete 
Mayhew in their Willhire RS1800. Gra- 
ham Lefley/Malcolm Harvey ran at five 
in their new car, a 2300 Vauxhall Mag- 
num. Essex fast man Tony Ford/Colin 
Jennings had their Century Oils RS1600 
at six, followed by Stewart and Jona- 
than Fenwick in their smart RS1800. 
The Bond of Pocklington RS1800 of 
Guy Lockwood/Eddie Ganderton were 
at eight with Tony Morris/Richard Lew- 
is Piranha Ignitions RS1600 at nine. 
Rounding off the top ten were the 
leading Central Tyres crew Mick Lind- 
ford/Keith Baud in the T and B Motors 
RS2000. 


With a 40 minute run out to the first 
stage at Colesden, crews had plenty of 
time to warm up. Bayliss set fastest 
time from Farrington and Lepley, but 
many crews had huge moments includ- 
ing Mike Brown and David Childs in 
the Wipac/Perrys Mexico. Stage two 
was a repeat of SS1 run at 30sec inter- 
vals, this time Mike Brown managed to 
equal Bayliss’s time to put up joint 
‘fastest. 


The crews then moved on to SS3 and 
4 called ‘Pastures’, a smooth tarmac 
farm road. Steve King/Jock Thorburn 
set fastest on SS3 in their 1300cc BDA 
Escort, 1s over bogey, whilst on SS4 
Bayliss, Brown and Lockwood set 
equal fastest. The rally then headed 
north to Upwood Airfield for a good 54 
mile thrash, several crews overshooting 
the hairpin. 


There then followed a long road 
section to a group of five stages near 
Eltisley. Stage six was a real flyer, two 
miles of smooth concrete farm roads. 
Once again Bayliss set fastest time from 
Lockwood and Morris. Farrington left 
the track and went ploughing on a 
deceptive 30° left, whilst Course Car 
One, driven by Malcolm New/John 
Dandy had a big moment approaching 
the flying finish. 

Stages seven and eight, Caxten End 
A and B, were both on loose farm 
roads, where Farrington came into 
prominence. Robin was having a 
fraught day. He had no racers for the 
predominantly tarmac stages and con- 


30 


sequently suffered. Dave Wallis set fas- 
test on SS7 by three seconds from 
Farrington whilst on Stage eight, Lock- 
wood, Farrington and Morris were 
equal fastest, SOsecs over bogey. It was 
here on Stage eight that the leading 
Central Tyres crew, Mick 
Linford/Keith Baud, retired, their 
RS2000 suddenly died on them and 
refused to restart! 

The most popular stage of the day 
followed, Bourne Airfield, run twice at 
30sec intervals. Bayliss set fastest on 
both, from Lockwood and Brown on 
SS9 and Ford and Walker on SS10. 
Graham Parrish/Rodney Cummings 
had the misfortune to have a slow speed 
roll right in front of the SKF hospitality 
vehicle neither crew member was hurt 
fortunately. After the two Bourne 
stages, crews headed to Godmanches- 
ter for lunch at the Ayfton Cafe. 

Immediately after lunch crews head- 
ed north for a second run at Upwood 
Airfield; five and a half miles of tarmac 
slightly altered from the morning run. 
Bayliss was once again fastest 22secs 
over, whilst Dave Wallis had a brain 
storm and wrong slotted, losing 20 
seconds and dropping himself from fifth 
to eighth in the final results. 

Crews then headed back towards E]- 
tisley for four more short stages, two at 
Hardwick and two at Bourne Airfield 
again. Unfortunately the leading four 
or five crews were able to clean these 
stages by the odd second or two, an 
undesirable situation in such a close 
fought battle. 

Mike Bayliss had about a ten sec lead 
when he went into Stage 16, a roughish 
two mile farm track. He lost a plug lead 
fairly early into the stage and this 
coupled with a defective clutch lost him 
the rally, for he lost 40secs on the stage 
to fastest man, eventual winner Mike 
Brown who really had his V6 Escort 
wound up by this time. 

All that remained now was two stages 
at Bassingbourn Airfield where Guy 
Lockwood lost his recently inherited 
lead when on the second of the two 
stages he punctured both rear racing 
tyres with one mile of tarmac left to go. 
Pete Arnold/Mike Wise had a big off on 
SS17 when they dropped their Escort 
into a large dyke, fortunately empty of 
water. 

The leading cars arrived back at the 
SKF factory in Luton at around 18.30 
with provisional results being posted at 
20.45, and the awards presented shortly 
afterwards. 

The event was well received by ev- 
eryone, the Sporting Owner Drivers 
Club, led by John Dandy, did a superb 
organising job once more laying on a 
competitive rally in a difficult area. 
Really good stages are non existent in 
the home counties. The club have a 
forestry allocation for next year, this 
coupled to a very enthusiastic sponsor 
in SKF Bearings and the slick SODC’s 
organisation augers well for the 1978 


SKF stages. 
BRIAN RAINBOW 


SKF Stages Rally 9 October 

1, M. Brown/J. Mullord (Escort V6) 38m 17s; 2, G. 
Lockwood/E. Ganderton (RS1800) 38m 17s; 3, R 
Farrington/D. Prince (RS1600) 38m 32s; 4, M. 
Bayliss/R. Green (RS1600) 38m 36s; 5, T. Morris/R. 
Lewis (RS1600) 38m 41s; 6, T. Ford/C. Jennings 
(RS1600) 39m 11s; 7, S. Fenwick/J. Fenwick 
(RS1800) 39m 16s; 8, D. Wallis/P. Mayhew 
(RS1800) 39m 19s; 9, G. Lepley/M. Harvey (Vaux- 
hall Magnum) 39m 48s; 10, D. Beeby/G. Handley 
(RS1800) 40m O5s 


@ Amazingly, Drummond's wreck 
from the Lindisfarne is now a car once 
more. Despite two cracked ribs Tony 
has been hard at work putting the 
pieces together again in the hope of 
competing in the Castrol °77. Despite 
massive damage to the shell and front 
suspension, other mechanical damage 
has been very slight, so Tony remains 
hopeful of bringing the car to Aber- 
ystwyth, albeit a little more battered 
than one is accustomed to seeing 
RS1800s these days. 


Rohri: Opel or. . .? 


The attempts being made by the Fiat 
entourage to ingratiate themselves with 
Walter Rohr! in Italy at the weekend 
are as comical as we believe them to be 
ineffective. Quite obviously Rohrl has 
impressed the hierarchy with his 
immense speed (quicker than all the 
Fiats and Italians on their own ground, 
save Munari in a Stratos, who beat the 
German by a scant second on the long 
first test!) but is Rohrl really impressed 
with them? His car at San Remo was the 
subject of almost indecent attention 
including no less than two engine 
changes before the event, but one won- 
ders whether Walter is enamoured with 
the Italian way of going about things. 
To be sure he wants to drive, as any 
professional would, and naturally he 
also wants a competitive car which Opel 
are unable to provide at present, but 
does this mean that he will stay with the 
Italians next year and bring Daniele 
Audetto’s hopes to fruition? 

We doubt it. It seems that Walter was 
not too happy either with Fiat’s weight 
saving exercises (which apparently in- 
volved the removal of the front portion 
of the roll cage!) or his two accidents. 
Some stories suggest that the brake 
failure which caused Walter’s crash on 
the rally itself had something to do with 
a new caliper system being tried on the 
Fiats—a system which had not been 
tested prior to the event. His practice 


accident, when the throttle stuck wide 
open were not however due to the new 
throttle slides on the fuel injection. .. . 

Obviously Fiat have their priorities to 
consider and the most paramount of 
these is winning, but to do so they 
desperately need international drivers 
rather than localised tarmac experts, 
and it seems that not all international 
drivers are entirely motivated by mon- 
ey. Ari Vatanen is seemingly taking a 
long time to make up his mind over an 
allegedly mammoth Fiat offer (like 
other professionals, he wants to drive 
rather than be put ‘on ice’ and hence 
unavailable to others) and one imagines 
that Boreham will presumably be more 
than happy to retain him should he 
decide to stay. 

What then could be the future of 
Rohrl? The personable German left 
Italy immediately after his rally in San 
Remo finished. He was testing and 
racing with Porsche last week at Hock- 
enheim, and was then on his way to 
Greece to test rally Opel Kadetts prior 
to the RAC in which he will probably 
be seen in a Eurohandler G2 car 
. . . Rohrl has always wished to drive 
for a German national team, his follow- 
ing in Germany is immense, and we feel 
sure that his immediate future miust rest 
either with Opel... or with Porsche 
who are now poised to return to rallying 
next year. 


Charlie sorts it out 


Charlie Wood won the Summer Sort 
Out Stages last Sunday by a scant four 
seconds from Duffy Collard’s ex-Ron- 
nie McCartney RS1800. The two start- 
ed the final stage equal on penalties, 
and by dint of a last gasp, flat-out 
effort, Charlie secured victory in his 
‘old nail’ 1600cc Europat Avenger—all 
of which must have been most impres- 
sive to his ‘passenger’, and co-driver, 
Robin Briars, who had in fact bought 
the car prior to the rally, but whom 
Charlie took along to demonstrate this 
well used car’s potential! 

Bernard Banning retired from second 
place after six stages having holed the 
radiator, and Dennis Moody retired 
from the rally while leading when his 
RS1800 threw a_ connecting rod. 
George Polly finished third, Alan Hem- 


mings fourth and Paul Birch’s Avenger 
fifth. 

Charlie is bringing his Series 7 
Avenger (finally repaired after the un- 
fortunate incidents on the Hadrian) to 
the Castrol ’77 but it will have the 
1600cc motor installed (Robin Briars is 
a most sympathetic character!) as Char- 
lie only needs another two points to 
clinch the Castrol/AuTosPoRT class 
win. 


Summer Sort Out 
9 October 


1, Charlie Wood/Robin Briars (Chrysler Avenger 
GT) 1144s; 

, Duffy Collard/Billy Savage (RS1800) 1148s; 

George Polley/Martin Tulley (Lotus Cortina) 

1190s; 

, Alan 
1208s; 

, Paul Birch/Roger Glasscock (Chrysler Avenger) 
1221s; 
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Hemmings/Peter Rushforth (RS1800) 
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Stories behind the Dean 


This week Newport Car Club have 
made the not unexpected announce- 
ment that the 1978 ShellSport Tour of 
Dean has been cancelled. Rumours 
have been circulating recently to this 
effect, but the club have delayed mak- 
ing an announcement in the hope that 
they could salvage the event. 

It seems that they were notified back 
in July by the Forestry Commission that 
they would not be allowed to use the 
Forest of Dean in January ‘78, but 
hoped that if and when they discovered 
the reason, that they would be able to 
find a way round the problem. Howev- 
er, the decision not to let them run the 
event in that area was apparently irrev- 
ocable for 1978, so they are now hoping 
that they can do something in 1979. 

A spokesman for the club explained 
that originally they were told that the 
forestry workers union had complained 
following the 1977 event, that roads 
were in such bad condition that they 


' could not get to work. But following 


more enquiries, the club were told that 
it was in fact the format of the event 
that the Forestry Commission objected 
to. The Commission were particularly 
averse to the use of local public roads 
by spectators who made the journey 
from the first stage at Reddings to the 
Speech House complex in the morning, 
and then repeated it after the lunch 
halt. The club looked into the possibil- 
ity of changing this format for 1978 but 
found it to be out of the question. 

The spokesman went on to say that it 
was now likely that the Dean as we 
knew it, would die and that the club 
would negotiate with the Commission 
to run an event in January 1979 with a 
new name and a new format although 
hopefully with continued sponsorship 
from Shell. 

Rumours that reasons for the Forest- 
ry Commission’s attitude had resulted 
owing to a lack of pre-event public 
relations work by the club were em- 
phatically denied. 
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“I constantly had to remind myself 
not to make the same mistake as 
Jack Brabham had at Monaco.” 


After the Italian Grand Prix, I stayed on at the 
Villa d’Este for a couple of days relaxing before 
setting off for Rome where Parmalat, the 
Italian milk products concern, had arranged a 
tennis tournament between the drivers and 
some film personalities: a pleasant combination 
of business and pleasure. Parmalat took the 
opportunity to kill further press speculation by 
publicly announcing their deal with Bernie 
(Ecclestone), and Niki (Lauda). Niki is taking 
his chief mechanic, Ermanno Cuoghi, and a 
Ferrari engineer with him, which has caused 
another rumpus at Ferrari, but should help 
considerably with the Alfa-Romeo side of the 
deal. 

[ managed to snatch a weekend in the sun at 
home in Marbella before touching down in 
London for a couple of days at the time the 
news of Mario (Andretti) staying with Lotus 
broke. This didn’t surprise me, for had he 
wished to take up Ferrari's offer, there were 
serious contractual difficulties. The who-drives- 
for-who-backed-by-whom saga seems to have 
settled down with Gilles Villeneuve’s signing 
for Ferrari—this was a principle move in the 
Grand Prix chess game. The Canadian is a very 
good choice and probably well equipped to 
handle the testing of the new car and able to 
cope with Ferrari’s internal politics. Although I 
think it highly unlikely, should Gilles and 
Ferrari really get their act together, they will be 
serious championship contenders, which is 
worrying. Remember, Jody Scheckter who also 
got his F1 break with McLaren’s nearly won the 
championship in his first full season. 

There was a lovely story circulating at the 
Glen: it appears that when Alan Jones was on 
his way to see Ferrari, having been picked up at 
Milan Airport by one of the engineers in a 
factory Boxer, they came up behind a Mercedes 
speeding down the autostrada. The Mercedes 
dutifully moved over and Alan looked acroés to 
see Emerson’s beady eyes boring into him. As I 
said before, everybody was down at Maranello 
but me. 

I was delighted that Jochen Mass, Hermann 
as he is affectionately known within the Marl- 
boro-McLaren team, has got a ride with the 
new ATS March set-up. The idea of an all- 
German team is good for motor racing: and I 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 13, 1977 


ee 


am sure they will get a lot of support, and 
Hermann should blossom running as a number 
one. 

The paddock was buzzing with the story that 
Ronnie Peterson was going back to Lotus, but I 
can’t see Mario liking that too much—there is 
always a big strain on any team running joint 
number ones, even if Lotus have had more 
practice at it than anyone else. 

I flew over to New York a week before the 
US GP to get some time with my girlfriend Jane 
Birbeck, whom I hadn’t seen since the German 
GP, as she lives over there. Sean Connery, a 
neighbour of mine in Spain, arranged for me to 
play at the Deepdale Country Club and the 
course was magnificent—quite the best I have 
played on in the States. Not crowded either— 
there are only 53 members. 

Up at Watkins Glen, which is located in the 
scenic Finger Lakes district of upstate New 
York, things went well for me from the first 
day. Nevertheless, practice was not without its 
excitements. Sitting on pole after the first 
session, I was turning in Im 40.8s in traffic 
when Teddy Mayer signalled Stuck was faster. I 
had a clear road ahead so went balls out. It was 
a demon lap until the second last corner when I 
got out of shape, slid a wheel over the curb and 
crumpled it backwards into the rail. Walking 
meekly back to the pits, the Ferrari people told 
me that Stuck hadn’t been quicker: Michele 
Dubosc had made a rare time-keeping error. 
Still no excuse for me and I looked suitably 
contrite when Teddy told me not to do it again. 

There was no shortage of helping hands to 
straighten out the damage, as McLaren 
mechanics from both the USAC and IMSA 
programmes were there in force. ‘‘Hampton” 
Howard Moore who looked after my Marlboro- 
McLaren M23 last year was spectating along 
with Davy Ryan, Bill Sharp and Roger Bailey. 
The speed that they changed into overalls 
surprised me until Davy pointed out they had 
no chance with the local crumpet unless they 
wore the right gear. Playing, not spectating 
once again, is the name of the game. 

Saturday’s practice was wet and no real 
interest for me. Personally I can only drive fast 
in the wet when I am racing. I don’t like to 
practice or test in the rain—the only thing it 
proves is you can hurt yourself or the car. I will 
race in any conditions as long as I can see where 
Tam going. 

The morning of the race I felt pretty relaxed: 
it was impossible to say whether it was going to 
be a wet or dry race, so there were no tactics to 
formulate. At the start, Stuck beat me away 
driving at an ideal pace, not too fast, but just 
enough to maintain Mario at a safe distance. I 
wasn’t in a hurry to do anything about Hans, 
more trying to consolidate my position should it 
turn into a pit stop race and conscious that tyre 
wear would be a deciding factor. Hans obliged 
me by disappearing in a cloud of grass and mud, 
and as [ sailed by, he was blipping his engine 
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“... Alan looked across to see 
Emerson’s beady eyes boring into 
him. As | said before, everybody 
was down at Maranello but me.” 


—, 


‘trying to get back on the track unaware his front 


radiators were hanging off. The track started to 
dry and it looked as if we would have to change 
tyres—conveniently it rained again. 

The next 30 laps were dedicated to keeping 
the M26 off the racing line and straying into the 
wet patches wherever possible. One gets hyper- 
sensitive in these conditions and when the car 
started to bottom, I was terrified that I had a 
puncture like last year in Japan. 

The gap to Mario was steady at around 16-17s 
as we moved into the last ten laps: and I eased 
appreciably for, among other things, the water 
gauge had pegged itself. Mario eased too, so 
imagine my surprise when, with three laps to 
go, the gap suddenly slipped from 13 to 3s. I 
didn’t need to read my pit signals, Teddy Mayer 
was 25 feet in the air as I came by on my last lap 
with Mario right behind. I got the message and 
really took off—set my fastest lap, but constant- 
ly had to remind myself not to make the same 
mistake as Jack Brabham had at Monaco. 

Victory Lane was complete chaos with every- 
body trying to get in on the act. Niki eventually 
joined me on the podium but Mario and Jody 
were nowhere to be seen. Niki thoroughly 
deserves his second championship—he was ba- 
sically the only person who got it all together 
and kept it together. Super Rat had some lucky 
breaks but remember in 1974 he had more than 
his fair share of bad luck. Niki’s victory was the 
result of a lot of hard work at Ferrari, an 
immense amount of testing and self-control in a 
difficult political atmosphere. I was delighted 
for him and he seemed pretty happy about my 
win as well. | | 


Above: the front nearside tyre of the McLaren: James 
said he couldn't have done another five laps. Below: 
triumphant with Glen commentator Chris Economaki 
and Penthouse Pet of the Year, Victoria Johnson. 
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new Cars 


Weber’s 
faster 
Fiesta 


The introduction of the Fiesta 1309S need not 
make the owners of the 1100 model take second 
place. Weber Carburettors Concessionaires of 
Egham By-Pass have now developed a conver- 
sion, which makes the smaller car at least the 
equal, in every respect, of its larger sister. 

The basic outfit consists of an aluminium 
inlet manifold, carrying a 32 DGV Weber twin- 
choke carburetter which has been suitably 
tuned for this engine. It is fitted with the 
necessary linkage to pick up the existing 
throttle and choke cables, the price being £60 
plus VAT. 

Options are an air-cleaner, at £10 plus VAT, 
and harder sparking plugs, Champion BN7Y, at 
60p. A fabricated exhaust manifold—‘‘4 into 2 
into 1”’—is also available at £25 plus VAT. 

I was able to take some performance figures 
with a Fiesta that had all the above equipment. 
After several runs in both directions I found 
that, neglecting decimals, the speeds varied 
between 94 and 96 mph, so 95 mph would seem 
a fair average, and highly satisfactory. For 
acceleration, the 0-60 mph range is perhaps the 
most interesting and, again after several 
attempts, I recorded 13.2s as a mean figure. I 
used the Fiesta for a few days as my normal 
transport and the fuel consumption, including a 
few cold starts and the performance testing, 
worked out at 33 mpg. 

I admit that these figures were rather better 
than I expected, so I double-checked every- 
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Above: unchanged on the exterior, the Weber-converted Fiesta 1100 offers an improvement in both performance 


by John Bolster 


” 


and economy. Below right: the conversion is neat and the engine flexible. 


thing. The engine is flexible and starts at once 
from cold if full choke is used, but this can be 
released quite quickly. The air filter fitted to 
the twin-choke carburetter seemed quite effi- 
cient as an intake silencer and though the 
fabricated exhaust manifold gave a rather 
deeper sound to the exhaust, the car was not 
noisy. 

Driving the test car gently, one would scarce- 
ly notice that there was anything unusual about 
it, but when allowed to rev on the gears, the 
increased willingness of the engine was at once 
obvious. As prices go nowadays, one gets quite 
a substantial power increase for one’s money. A 
more ambitious twin-carburetter outfit is also 
available at £130 plus VAT. 


The Mercedes-Benz coupés, which made their bow at the Geneva Show, are now available in the 
UK in right-hand drive form. These 2-door cars are 3.3ins shorter in the wheelbase than the saloons 
from which they derive and their roof-line is 1.6in lower. They are very comfortable 3-seater cars 
with two separate rear seats but a supplementary central cushion can be inserted to carry an 
occasional extra passenger. The front seat back rests are normally locked in position, but they are 
automatically released when the doors are opened and there is an over-riding button. 

The 230 C has the 2.3-litre 4-cylinder carburetter engine, developing 109bhp, which is claimed to 
be sufficient for a 100mph performance while giving good fuel economy. The 280 CE is powered by 
the 2.8-litre twin-cam fuel-injected engine, with a 177bhp output. This is a particularly smooth and 
quiet unit, which realises the theoretical advantages of the 6-cylinder in-line engine. The car is good 
for 124mph, with a 0-60mph time of 10.8s with automatic transmission. The prices are £8950 for the 
230 C and £10,989 for the 280 CE. 
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Briefly... 


@ The new Ferrari 308 GTS roadster is developed 
from the existing Pininfarina berlinetta. Introduced at 
the Frankfurt Show, the body has a rigid detachable 
roof, which can be carried against the bulkhead, 
behind the seats. It differs from the fixed-head car in 
having louvred grilles let into the rear quarter panels, 
to increase the rearward field of visibility. Mechani- 
cally, the roadster follows the design of the berlinetta, 
with a V8 mid-engine developing 255 bhp. 


@ The Fiat 126 has a new engine of 652cc, in place of 
its former 594cc power unit. The air-cooled vertical- 
twin has had its bore enlarged from 73.5mm to 77mm, 
the stroke remaining at 70mm. Higher torque at 
lower revs is the main object, for better flexibility and 
less noise, but there is an appreciable gain in perfor- 
mance, the new unit giving 24bhp at 4500rpm, instead 
of the former 23bhp at 4700rpm. In spite of all that 
extra power, lucky owners can still expect around 
5O0mpg, and there are some bikes that do less than 
that! The price is £1423, or £1594 for the de Ville. 


@ A new tuel-injection 5-speed version of the 
Citroén CX is about to be placed on the British 
market. The 2347cc engine, with Bosch L Jetronic 
injection and electronic ignition, develops 128bhp 
DIN at 4800rpm, compared with 115bhp at 5500rpm 
for the carburettor version. VariPower steering with 
powered return, as on the SM, is used, and the 
hydropneumatic suspension has been up-rated, with 
stronger damping and new anti-roll bars. A 118mph 
maximum is claimed, with 0-60mph in 9.9s and 28mpg 
at 7Smph. Delivery will begin at the end of October, 
at a price of £6349. Further details and a full road test 
will appear in Autosport shortly. 
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Rossiter and Wilson (Reynards) lead the second group in the BAF qualifier. 


OULTON PARK - 


Kenny in the smoke 


The North-Western Centre of the BARC 
organised a varied and interesting pro- 
gramme of six races last Saturday to close 
another Oulton Park season. The racing 
was of a very high quality (although the 
FF2000 brigade once again disgraced them- 
selves with more accidents and dubious 
tactics), the most exciting event being a 
classic Britax Production Saloon car race in 
which the talented Jock Robertson drove 
extremely well in his Gerry Marshall- 
owned, Mayfair/ICS-entered Opel Commo- 
dore to vanquish the Manitou-LE BMW of 
Derrick Brunt. In the smaller classes, Tony 
Hill scored a lap record-breaking win with 
his Tyreservices GB Dolomite Sprint and 
the aforementioned Gerry Marshall took 
the laurels in the 2001-2500cc class with his 
Hamilton Motors Vauxhall Magnum after 
an epic dice with Graham Geldeard and 
Malcolm Prior in similar cars. The day 
(and season) was rounded off with the final 
round of this year’s Formula Junior Cham- 
pionship and a fine dice between the rare 
Brabham BT2 of Mike Harrison and Ar- 
thur Curnow’s Lotus 22 was only halted on 
the last lap when the latter ran out of petrol 
and had to coast his ailing machine over the 
line in a distant second and only just ahead 
of the FJ Champion Alan Baillie (Lotus 20). 
A first lap spinnage at Fosters corner in the Oceanair 
Clubmans Championship qualifier eliminated Guy 
Woodward’s U2, delayed several others and left Nick 
Linney and Andrew Neilson in their respective U2s 
with a comfortable advantage over their pursuers. 
Linney, in his Pica Racing example edged away to a 
clear win, while Neilson’s Aaronite Racing variant 
fell back into the clutches of a fast-recovering Robert 
Glass. The Cambridge solicitor in his Solar Engineer- 
ing U2 passed Neilson at half-distance and began to 
make some impression on the leader but there were 
still 5.4secs between them at the finish. Robin Hen- 
derson soldiered on into a distant fourth place, the 
Major having been involved in the early fracas, and 
fifth place went to Bob Morey after a long battle with 
Rod Wadham (Gryphon) and Nigel Chrisman (U2). 
Bill Barrett annexed pole position for the Forward 
Trust 1000 special saloon car race in his Lenton 
Service Station Mini-Ford but fellow front row occu- 
pant, Richard Long, did not expect to have too much 
difficulty from him in the race. The latter shot away 
into the lead from the start and was followed by 
Barrett and the new semi-spaceframe Austin A40 of 
Peter Jurgens, while the third front row man, George 
Ostroumoff retired his Imp after a mere 30 yards 
when “the drive just went’’. The leading trio made a 
fine sight over the first few laps as they lapped in very 
close order. It all came to an unfortunate end, 
however, on lap 8 when the Manchester ‘DJ’ slowed 
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the A40 from second place with severe overheat- 
ing. It had been a fine drive from a man still in his first 
season of racing. Long then went on to a clear win, 
although Barrett tried his hardest to stay on terms. In 
the 850 class, Chris Roberts led at the start in his Imp 
but then pitted to replace an errant plug-lead leaving 
Mike Kirby (Imp) with.a comfortable margin over 
Peter Harding’s Mini. Having rejoined the race in last 
place, Roberts then drove like a man possessed and a 
fantastic last lap effort saw him alongside Kirby past 
the pits but the championship leader, Kirby, just got 
the verdict. Mike had been driving without a clutch 
but was aided by yellow flags at Lodge on that last 
lap—“I heaved a sigh of relief when I saw that flag!” 

A catalogue of incidents on the first lap of the BAF 
Ford 2000 race served to eliminate four cars and leave 
the remainder of the 18 starters well spaced out. In 
the lead, however, and above such misdemeanours 
were Philip Bullman’s Hawke and Kenny Gray's 
Scorpion Royale, which is now being run from the 
works by Rory Byrne. These two lapped in very close 
formation for half of the race’s 20 laps, but the South 
African then slipped back by a couple of lengths when 
his Rowland engine began trailing a slight wisp of oil 
smoke. Just when it seemed, however, that Philip 
would be able to score his fifth win in six weeks he 
made an error on the oil-smeared track at Fosters and 
left Kenny with a clear lead. Another spin dropped 
Philip back into the clutches of Jeremy Rossiter (Spax 
Reynard), David MacPherson (Exide Dulon) and 
Chris Skellern (Crosslé) but the Hawke managed to 
edge away again before the end. Meanwhile, the 
smoke-screen from the Scorpion Royale had become 
steadily worse and Kenny’s job was made still more 
difficult by the split oil cooler spilling its liquid 
contents all over the car’s rear wheels and brakes: “‘it 
was oversteering terribly... Luck was for once on 
Gray's side, though, and he held on to take a good 
win with Bullman a distant second and ahead of 
Rossiter, while Skellern usurped MacPherson at 
Lodge on the last lap, the latter being troubled with a 
broken nose cone. 

Another opening lap accident came in the Britax 
saloon race where contact between Jock Robertson 
and David Taylor ended with the latter’s Manitou-LE 
BMW hard against the Old Hall sleepers and the 
Mayfair Opel back in fourth place behind Brunt’s 
Manitou-LE BMW, Tony Hill’s Dolomite amd Barrie 
Williams in Alan Foster’s Capri. Robertson then put 
on a determined drive (“the accident really fired me 
up’) that took him swiftly up to second place and 
then in a position to challenge the leader. Jock took 
the lead at Lodge on the ninth lap but was badly 
baulked at Knickerbrook on the next lap, so Derrick 
nipped back ahead. Robertson was making full use of 
his Opel’s better braking characteristics and closed up 
again on Brunt before using a back-marker to his 
advantage at Knickerbrook and squeezing back into a 
lead he never lost again. Alan Minshaw closed almost 
unnoticed on Brunt over the last few laps but had to 
settle for third ahead of Hill’s rapid Dolomite. Roger 
Turner (Lada) again won the small class but more 
fireworks were to be found in the ‘B’ class where 
Marshall just held off Prior, the latter having slid 
wide at Fosters on lap 11 soon after grabbing the class 
lead, while Geldeard fell back in the end with fuel 
starvation. 


An entertaining modsports race saw Jon Fletcher 


_ease his Carter Bros Elan to a good win over Max 


Payne’s Ark Racing spaceframe Elan, though the star 
of this race was Scotsman John Kirk, who drove his 
little Davrian with great verve to lop a whole 1.4sec 
off Jim Adamson’s old class lap record and finish a 
fighting third just ahead of fellow Scot Derek Palmer, 
who had to contend with boiling brakes in Alec 
Souter’s relatively standard Elan. 

An enjoyable day’s sport was brought to a close 
with a race that gladdened the hearts of many of the 
more hardened enthusiasts—a Formula Junior event. 
FJ, of course, used to be this country’s premier 
‘proving-ground’ Formula from which came the likes 
of Jim Clark and Lorenzo Bandini to name but two. 
Saturday reminded people just how fleet and good- 
looking these cars were. Arthur Curnow led from the 
start in his Lotus 22 but was closely shadowed by 
Cumbrian Mike Harrison in a Peter Denty-prepared 
Brabham BT2. Curnow always held the upper hand 
until running out of fuel on the last lap(!) and handing 
victory to a delighted Harrison, who was having only 
his ninth race. Curnow just managed to crest Deer 
Leap and retain second place, although Alan Baillie 
was closing very rapidly in his Lotus 20, the gearbox 
of which had been changed in a record time by Alan 
and Phil Marks just in time for Alan to start from the 
pit-lane in last place! Brian Cowperthwaite spun his 
Harrison-owned, Denty-prepared Cooper TS9 at 
Lodge on the last lap under pressure from Baillie and 
therefore lost third place which promoted Al Black 
(Lotus 18) to fourth. Brian Urlwin was a lapped fifth 
in the first front-engined car, a Lola Mk2. 


JEREMY SHAW 


Oceanair Clubmans Sports Championship race (15 laps): 1, Nick 
Linney (Matlock U2-Fewkes Mk16B), 16m 57.4s, 87.78mph; 2, Robert 
Glass (Mallock U2-Davron Mk18B), 17m 2.88; 3, Andrew Neilson 
(Matlock U2-Scholar Mk18B), 17m 8.2s; 4, Robin Henderson (Mallock 
U2-Minister Mk18B), 17m 23.4s; 5, Bob Morey (Mallock U2-Davron 
Mk16B), 17m 26.2s; 6, Rod Wadham (Gryphon-Davron C4B), 17m 
26.4s. Fastest lap: Glass and Linney, 1m 6.8s, 89.14mph. 

Forward Trust 1000 Special Saloon Car Championship race (15 
laps)—overall and 851-1000cc: 1, Richard Long (1.0 Wallinger Imp), 
18m 15.0s, 81.56mph; 2, Bill Barrett (1.0 Mini-Ford), 18m 19.8s; 3, Bob 
Trotter (1.0 Ford Anglia), 19m 20.6s; 4, George Hard (1.0 Mini Cooper 
S), 14 laps. Fastest lap: Long and Peter Jurgens (1.0 Austin A40- 
Ford), 1m 11.6s, 83.16mph. Up to 850cc: 1, Mike Kirby (850 Greetham 
imp), 74.61mph; 2, Chris Roberts (848 Greetham Imp); 3, Peter 
Harding (848 BLMC Mini). Fastest lap: Roberts, 1m 14.2s, 80.25mph. 

British Air Ferries Ford 2000 Championship Race (20 laps): 1, 
Kenny Gray (Royale-Rowland RP25), 21m 43.0s, 81.39mph; 2, Philip 
Bullman (Hawke-Titan DL16), 21m 57.4s; 3, Jeremy Rossiter (Rey- 
nard-Piper SF77), 21m 58.8s; 4, Chris Skellern (Crossié-Scholar 33F), 
22m 1.2s; 5, David MacPherson (Dulon-Auriga MP20), 22m 01.4s; 6, 
Peter White (Royale-Titan RP25), 22m 06.2s. Fastest lap: Bullman 
and Gray, 1m 03.2s, 94.22mph. 

Britax Production Saloon Car Championship Race (15 laps)— 
overall: 1, Jock Robertson (2.8 Opel Commodore GSE), 20m 010s, 


-74.36mph; 2, Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW Si), 20m 03.2s; 3, Alan Minshaw 


(2.8 Opel Commodore GSE), 20m 04.0s; 4, Tony Hill (2.0 Triumph 
Dolomite Sprint), 20m 07 4s. 2501-3000cc: 1, Robertson; 2, Brunt, 3, 
Minshaw. Fastest lap: Robertson, 1m 18.4s, 75.95mph. 2001-2500ce: 
1, Gerry Marshall (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum), 71.83mph; 2, Malcolm Prior 
(2.3 Vauxhall Magnum): 3, Graham Geldeard (2.3 Vauxhall Magnum). 
Fastest lap: Prior, 1m 21.2s, 73.33mph. 1501-2000cc: 1, Hill, 
73.97mph; 2, John Lyon (2.0 Alfa Romeo Alfetta GTV); 3, Ron 
Freeman (2.0 Mazda RX3). Fastest lap: Hill, 1m 19.0s, 75.37mph 
(record). Up to 1500cc: 1, Roger Turner (1.2 Lada 1200), 67.27mph; 
2, David Kahn (1.3 Renault STS); 3, John Spiller (1.3 Hillman Avenger 
GT). Fastest lap: Turner, 1m 26.4s, 68.92mph 

BARC Northern Modified Sports Car Championship Race (12 
lap)}—overail: 1, Jon Fletcher (1.8 Lotus Elan), 14m 19.6s, 83.12mph; 
2, Max Payne (1.6 Lotus Elan), 14m 23.6s; 3, John Kirk (1.1 Davrian 
MkS5), 14m 24.6s; 4, Derek Palmer (1.6 Lotus Elan), 14m 24.8s. Over 
1500cc: 1, Fletcher; 2, Payne; 3, Palmer. Fastest lap: Fletcher and 
Payne, 1m 09.0s, 86.30mph. 1150-1500cc: 1, Ronnie Grice (1.5 
Austin Healey Sprite), 74.34mph; 2, Mike Hartley (1.5 MG Midget); 3, 
Graham Hughes (1.3 MG Midget). Fastest lap: Grice, 1m 17.6s, 
76.73mph. Up to 1150cc: 1, Kirk, 82.64mph; 2, Brian Stevenson (1.1 
Davrian Mk4); 3, Ron Kirkman (1.0 Davrian Mk7). Fastest lap: Kirk, 
1m 09.4s, 85.80mph (record). 

Chandier Hargreaves Trophy Formula Junior Championship 
Race (12 laps): 1, Mike Harrison (1.0 Brabham-Cosworth PMED BT2), 
14m 55.8s; 2, Arthur Curnow (1.0 Lotus-Cosworth 22), 15m 26.6s; 3, 
Alan Baillie (1.0 Lotus-PMED 20), 15m 28.0s; 4, Al Black (1.1 Lotus- 
Cosworth 18), 15m 45.8s; 5, Brian Uriwin (1.1 Lola-Cosworth Mk2), 11 
laps; 6, John Narcisi (1.0 Gemini-Cosworth Mk2), 11 laps. Fastest lap: 
Curnow and Harrison, 1m 13.0s, 81.57mph (record). 
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The start: the Brock and Grice Holdens lead the two Moffat team Fords into Hell Corner... . 


Ford formation team 


Allan Moffat/Jacky Ickx dominate Australian touring car classic-—Ford Falcon one-two—Holden challenge fails— 
Report: BOB JENNINGS—Photography: MIKE HARDING. 


The tenth anniversary Hardie-Ferodo 
1000, run at the Mount Panorama circuit at 
Bathurst about 100 miles west of Sydney, 
gave Allan Moffat his fourth win in the 
event and probably the greatest personal 
victory of. his career. Moffat, co-driving 
with Jacky Ickx (who drove the 5.7-litre 
Falcon for only the middle third of the 163- 
lap race), carefully staged the last few laps 
for the benefit of an Australia-wide live 
television hook-up, allowing team-mate Co- 
lin Bond to bring his car alongside for the 
long run down Conrod Straight and across 
the finish line. 

Bond, a former national rally champion, 


thus scored his second second placing in 
two years, although in 1976 he was at the 
wheel of an L34 Torana for Harry Firth’s 
Marlboro-Holden Dealer Team. Bond’s co- 
driver was Alan Hamilton who, like Ickx, 
had little trouble in maintaining the pace 
set by his lead driver. 

Run before a record crowd of more than 
42,000 in perfect weather, the 1006kms 
were run in a record time more than 7mins 
under the time spent by John Fitzpatrick/ 
Bob Morris in winning last year. 


HARDIE-FERODO 1000 
BATHURST 


The finish, seven hours on: Moffat (left; and Bond take the chequered flag in formation. 
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As a result of plans to ‘internationalise’ the race, ar 
overseas shopping expedition was organised earlie: 
this year to sign up drivers and attempt to sel] 
television coverage of the race. An interesting line-ur 
was recruited, headed by Jacky Ickx and by A. J. 
Foyt, who backed out at a late stage for medical 
reasons. But fellow Texan Johnny Rutherford came 
along to join the big Ron Hodgson team, paired with 
fellow USAC driver Janet Guthrie, while their team- 
mates were John Fitzpatrick/Bob Morris in a four- 
door version of the Torana Hatchback being provided 
for the Americans. 

The Ron Hodgson team was to have run two 
Dolomite Sprints in the 2-litre class, the drivers being 
Graeme Lawrence/David Seldon, and Tim Schenken/ 
Andy Rouse. But the Schenken/Rouse Triumph was 
never manned, while Hodgson chose not to run the 
Lawrence/Seldon car following a dispute over the 
legality of pistons. 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 13, 1977 


Melbourne Holden dealer Bill Patterson provided 
a Torana Hatchback for 1975 winner Peter Brock, 
sharing with younger brother Phil, while in the same 
team were Gerry Marshall (partnered by South 
African Basil van Rooyen) and 1969 winner Tony 
Roberts with veteran Bathurst runner Doug Chivas. 

The 1974 winner, John Goss, enlisted Henri Pes- 
carolo in his two-car Falcon team, the other car being 
driven by the father-and-son team of some repute, 
Jack and Geoffrey Brabham. Also in a Falcon was 
Vern Schuppan driving with Dick Johnson, while in a 
similar car were New Zealanders Rod Coppins/Jim 
Richards. ‘ 

In the 3-litre class, in which the V6 Capris lined up 
against assorted Mazdas, Yoshimi Katayama part- 
nered Geoff Leeds in a Mazda, while driving a four- 
year-old Alfa Romeo GTV was Derek Bell, teamed 
with the somewhat over-awed, but nevertheless high- 
ly competent Gary Leggatt. 

So much for the foreigners. Every previous winner 
of the Hardie-Ferodo (and its long-distance predeces- 
sor, the Phillip Island 500-mile race) had a drive, 
apart from 1968 winner Bruce MacPhee. 

Bob Jane, who had two wins at Phillip Island and 
two at Bathurst, entered a Torana Hatchback for 
himself and Ian ‘“‘Pete’’ Geoghegan, a former touring 
car champion in the Marshall mould, but larger . . . 

Harry Firth’s Marlboro-Holden Dealer Team, 
somewhat miffed by the withdrawal of Foyt, chose to 
enter its regular drivers. John Harvey was paired with 
Wayne Negus in a Torana Hatchback, while they 
were backed up by 22-year-old Charlie O’Brien and 
former drag-racer Ron Harrop, having his first look 
at the rather frightening circuit. 

Among the good-looking privateers were Larry 
Perkins/Peter Janson, Allan Grice/Frank Gardner, 
Bob Forbes/Kevin Bartlett (all in Toranas) and Ron 
Dickson/Fred Gibson (Falcon). 

Unofficial practice was held on the Friday, so as to 
give the new drivers a good look at the track (which is 
normally a two-way scenic road, not conducive to 
prior practice with its many blind corners). Saturday 
was reserved for the timed sessions, but unfortunately 
the acts of some of the bigger teams tended to fall 
apart under the pressure of running several cars, with 
the result that, by the end of Saturday, a number of 
drivers had done barely sufficient laps to qualify. 

Among those in trouble were Rutherford/Guthrie, 
who spent much of the time scratching around in a 
team training car, which, according to Janet, felt 
much like a 2CV. ‘“‘The race car is great but we just 
haven’t had much of a drive in it,’’ she said. The car 
had gearbox trouble and then broke a valve rocker, as 
well as having several other minor problems. 

Marshall/van Rooyen were in much the same boat, 
their car finally running out of oil pressure. The 
Brock Torana was in trouble with oil surge, and the 
Schuppan car cracked an oil cooler and had a 
suspension problem which upset the handling terri- 
bly. Pescarolo only managed four laps on Friday and 
half a dozen on Saturday, the Falcon having seized a 
gearbox, broken an axle and (like most of the other 
top-running Fords) having had its bonnet air scoop 
removed because the homologation papers had not 
been processed. “‘The car feels soft, and you must 
follow it rather than have it do what you want,” said 
Henri. 

By the end of qualifying, Schuppan/Johnson found 
themselves 15th fastest with a best time of 2m 30.0s, 
well away from the demoralising pole position lap 
driven by Pete Brock. Goss/Pescarolo and Marshall/ 
van Rooyen qualified 16th and 18th respectively, and 
the American USAC drivers a lowly 26th. The first 
dozen cars were under the 2:28.0 lap record jointly 
held by Brock and Schuppan. 


FASTEST QUALIFIERS 
Peter Brock/Phil Brock .......++++++++ Holden Torana 


ColinBond/Alan Hamilton . .. FordFalcon... 

Allan Moffat/Jacky Ickx . .. . .. FordFalcon... 

Allan Grice/Frank Gardner... .. Holden Torana 

Bob Jane/Pete Geoghegan. . .. Holden Torana 

Jim Richards/RodCoppins .. ..» FordFalcon... 

Bob Morris/John Fitzpatrick. . .. Holden Torana 

John Harvey/Wayne Negus .........+ Holden Torana 

Jack Brabham/Geoffrey Brabham .... FordFalcon... én 

Charlie O'Brien/Ron Harrop .......... Holden Torana.......... 2:27.2 


etc. 


RACE 


At 8.30am on race day, the field of 60 cars stretched 
from the starting line in front of the pits back around 
Murray’s Corner into the braking area of Conrod 
Straight. For reasons best known to the organisers, 
there is no warm-up lap, so everyone starts on cold 
tyres and brakes. This makes progress around the 
narrow, 90deg left-hander at the aptly-named Hell 
Corner, only a few hundred yards from the start, as 
interesting for drivers as it is for spectators. 

When the flag dropped, Grice made a big-hearted 
start along the dirt on the outside of the track to 
follow Brock into the first corner, with the Falcons of 
Bond and Moffat behind, they in turn being looked at 
by the M-HDT Toranas of Harvey and O’Brien and 
the privately-entered car of Forbes Bartlett. 

Grice was determined to give his sponsors their 
money's worth, taking Brock under braking at the 
end of the first lap at Murray’s Corner, clipping the 
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Charlie O’Brien demonstrates the racing line at the ‘Dipper.’ 


dirt on the outside, and proceeding to open up a small 
cushion of about a second. On the next lap, Moffat 
passed Brock at the end of Conrod, and on the third 
tour Moffat simply outran Grice down the straight to 
take the lead. Through the speed trap on the downhill 
straight, Moffat was timed at 161mph. 

However, nobody could accuse Grice of being a 
quitter: he retaliated by passing Moffat going up the 
mountain. For a 1000kms race, this was looking like a 
great sprint. 

Moffat again took Grice on the straight, then Bond 
weaved his way past both of them to take the lead, 
while Harvey, not wanting to be left out of the fun, 
had slipped past Brock to join the front-runners. 
Brock, with a great tradition of long-distance wins 
behind him, was content to watch from a prudent 
distance. 

With only 15 minutes of the race run Morris pitted 
with a flat tyre, while Marshall had joined the fray 
having been pushed off the grid when his Torana’s 
starter would not work. 

Schuppan was next in trouble, his Falcon punctur- 
ing a tyre at the top of the mountain, and the flailing 
tyre then ripping the brake hose union out of the 
front caliper. With no brakes, Schuppan smote a 
bank, but managed to get the car back to the pits, 
where it was made mobile. Goss made the first of 
numerous pit stops with his Falcon, the car eventually 
having its gearbox and differential replaced. Soon 
after, the Richards car was in the pits with a broken 
valve rocker. 

After only 11 laps, the Rutherford Torana had had 
a brush with an Escort and had collected a bank. The 
car was brought back to the pits on a recovery truck, 
and mechanics spent the next two hours making 
repairs. The car went out and did two further laps 
before being disqualified for receiving outside assis- 
tance. Rutherford was not amused that the two hours’ 
work had been done for nothing, and Janet Guthrie 
never did get to drive, which might not have upset her 
to distraction. 

Geoghegan, who had been driving extremely well 
to be in the front bunch after the first hour, pitted the 
Bob Jane Torana when an oil filter unscrewed itself, 
while Marshall was now lapping his Torana some 
2secs a lap faster than in practice, despite having 
broken his driving seat. 

Around the 14 hour mark, the leading cars began 
making their first scheduled pitstops. Morris was in 
trouble with overheating, and Brock with a new size 
tyre rubbing on the rear shock absorbers; in addition 
the engine was suffering from oil surge, a problem 
which had cropped up during practice as well. 

Moffat surprised many when he didn’t get out of his 
car to let in Ickx (already helmeted and gloved) for 
the next stint, which took him perilously close to the 
34 hour driving limit. When he got out of the car 
eventually, he was exhausted, having to go to his 
caravan to rest, already with a mean crop of broken 
blisters on his hands. 

The Grice Holden, which had gone so well at the 


start, flicked a stone up and nicked the fanbelt pulley, 
and the car was to break four fanbelts during the race, 
apart from running into tyre problems. The Richards/ 
Coppins Falcon expired with a broken conrod before 
the halfway mark, but the Brabham Falcon was 
stroking along nicely, at one stage working its way up 
to fourth place, but eventually dropping out of 
contention with a broken rocker. The car was re- 
paired and finished about 20th, having completed 141 
laps. 

When Harvey (who had also done two stints at the 
wheel) came into the pits it was discovered that his 
car’s differential was running hot. The differential 
had to be changed on Saturday night, and it was a 
brand new unit; with no warm-up lap, it was getting 
maximum torque virtually from its first revolution in 
the car. Although the Torana got going again, the 
problem became too bad and the car was retired after 
91 laps. 

Ickx quickly got down to the job asked of him, and 
until he was brought in (after less than two hours’ 
driving) was most impressive, threading the big, 14 
tons Falcon through the field and down through the 
mountain’s sharply dropping corners as if it were a 
tight, responsive formula car. He lapped in the 2:28s, 
and when he came out of the car settled down with his 
wife to watch the rest of the event on the television 
set in the pits. 

The race pattern had been well and truly set by 
halfway. At no stage did either of the Moffat-Ford 
team Falcons drop below fourth place, and they 
strode along at the front of the field. A puncture on 
Moffat’s car was the only problem until the last eight 
laps, when he ran out of front brake pads, and caused 
a stir in the crowd as brake fluid vaporized and 
billowed out from the front of the car. 

While challenge after challenge from the busy 
Toranas waxed and waned, the one car which hung in 
was the one many thought most likely to fail—that of 
Janson/Perkins. The car ran and was handled in fine 
style, and deserved its third placing, finishing in front 
of the number two M-HDT Torana steered by 
O'Brien/Harrop. 

With five laps to go, Moffat’s pit manager Carol 
Smith held out the sign ‘form finish 1-2"’, and Moffat 
slowed even more in order to let Bond catch him. 


Only 23 cars were classified as finishers. 
Hardie-Ferodo 1000 
Bathurst, NSW, Australia, October 2 
163 laps—625.12 miles 
, Allan Moffat/Jacky Ickx (5.7 Ford Falcon), 6h 59m 7.8s, 89.49mph; 
, Colin Bond/Alan Hamilton (5.7 Ford Falcon), 6h 59m 7.8s; 
. Peter Janson/Larry Perkins (5.0 Hoiden Torana), 162 laps; 
, Peter Brock/Philip Brock (5.0 Holden Torana), 162 laps’ 
, Charlie O'Brien/Ron Harrop (5.0 Holden Torana), 162 laps; 
, Tony Roberts/Doug Chivas (5.0 Holden Torana), 154 laps; 

7, Barry Seton/Don Smith (3.0 Ford Capri), 154 laps; 8, Terry 
Shiel/Don Holland (2.3 Mazda), 152 laps; 9, Derek Bell/Gary Leggatt 
(2.0 Alfa Romeo Alfetta GT), 150 laps; 10, Ray Farrell/Rod Stevens 
(2.0 Ford Escort), 150 laps; etc 

2001-3000cc: 1, Seton/Smith; 2, Shiel/Holland; 3, Nick Louis/Terry 
Brewster (2.3 Mazda), 145 laps; 4, Philip McDonell/Jim Hunter (3.0 
BMW Si), 144 laps; etc 

Up to 2000ce: 1, Bell/Leggatt; 2, Farrell/Stevens; 3, Frank Porter/ 
Jim Murcott (2.0 Alfa Romeo Alfetta GT), 146 laps; 4, Ray Gulson/Da- 
vid Crowther (2.0 Alfa Romeo Alfetta GT), 145 laps; etc. 
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Fourteen days ‘down under’ and a. 


crack at the Hardie Ferodo 1000 
provided our columnist GERRY 
MARSHALL with food for thought. 


It’s unbe-bloody-lievable how much coverage 
the Hardie Ferodo 1000 attracts. There is a nine 
hour broadcast on Australian television and 
everyone, but everyone, knows about 
it... it’s as big a talking point as Elsie Tanner 
being pregnant. From the start of our 30-hour 
journey from Heathrow to Melbourne by Qan- 
tas everyone was talking about the race: in 
Australia, it’s the equivalent of the British 
Grand Prix over here—and then some. 

I had been invited by Bill Patterson Racing to 
drive a Holden Torana, which I was to share 
with my old mate Basil van Rooyen. His 
Christian name caused great confusion and, 
despite being South African, he was referred to 
as Brasil van Rooyen. 

The Holden Torana is about the same size as 
an Opel Ascona but with a 380bhp 5-litre V8 
engine, the same as the one which was the base 
for the Repco-Holden V8 I use in Baby Bertha. 
They are very good value for money out there, 
costing around £5,000 compared with about 
£15,000 for a Saab 99 or £25,000 for a 4.2-litre 
XJ6. Fords and Holdens are builtin Australia, 
which helps. 

So, when we got to Melbourne (pronounced 
Melbun, not Melbourne, by the way), we 
waited for Basil who had been ‘delayed’ some- 
where called Thredbo on the way over from 
South Africa. 

Saloons are the important racing cars in 
Australia and their regs are pretty sensible. 
Carburettors are free, camshafts are free but 
manifolds must be standard. The Torana has a 
good selection of homologated equipment, as 
well, such as electric fans, disc brakes and 
flared arches. There is also a two-door fastback, 
but ours was the saloon. 

Our team patron, ‘Patto’, has a big empire, 
and I mean big. A fellow BRDC member (since 
1951 when he raced over here) and motor 
racing philanthropist (and quite a lot of the 
p....d, too!) he is a Holden dealer and a 
Bedford dealer and a Saab dealer and a BMW 
dealer and . . . well I said he had a big empire. 
He took over the cars that were being raced by 
Peter Brock as saloons are the thing. In Austra- 
lia you work upto saloons. The whole team was 
well turned out, with the blue and yellow colour 
scheme of the cars carried through to hats, 
anoraks, T-shirts, his company vehicles, parts 
trucks, the lot—even the company’s six-seater 
plane! But the team was rather new and inexpe- 
rienced, despite the guidance of ersatz (yes I 
think that’s the word) team manager Mark 
Denniston. 
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There was a three car team, in the end. 
Myself and Basil, the two Brocks, Tony Rob- 
erts and Doug Chivas . . . a funny mixture. I 
was known as ‘Whale’ over there because, as 
you know whales like liquid; Basil is a health 
food fanatic, Pete Brock’s a leading light in 
Australia’s 005 anti-drink campaign and a na- 
tional hero and Phil Brock, nicknamed ‘Spilt- 
pin’, is a sort of uncouth 6ft 10ins version of 
Tony Dron. 

Our car arrived late on the first day of 
practice and we got in no laps and the oil 
pressure failed. On the second day, Basil went 
out, did six laps, clocked 2m 31s, which is not 
bad, then I went out did one lap and ran out of 
petrol. Come the second session, I did about 
half a dozen laps, got down to 2m 30.9s, which 
isn’t bad as the record stood at 2m 28.4s. The 
Torana has very heavy steering and no torque 
out of the slow corners, but we still managed 
18th on the grid. Basil had oil filter problems on 
the second day, too. 

The circuit’s incredibly fast—we were 
clocked at 161mph through a speed trap on 
Conrod Straight! The first corner after the start 
is a left-hander called ‘Hell Corner’, which does 
nothing for your confidence, and round the 
back on the downhill stretch, the drops are just 
fantastic. Where there are steep earth banks 
(and spectators) on the right and sheer drops on 
the left, they put Armco in front of the specta- 
tors. Jacky Ickx said he thought it was on the 
wrong side... . 

Sitting on the grid for the race, I though I’d 
test the intercom system, you know: “Test- 
ing ...one...two... three 4. .”; and I 
got to about two when the electrics of the car 
shorted out, so it wouldn’t start. I lost ten 
seconds and was push-started under the beady 
eye of Steward Peter Cooper, who was over 
there for the end of the London to Sydney rally. 
We were 28 seconds behind after the first lap, 
so I though I'd better have a good old go. After 
24 hours, the time came to change drivers, 
which was a damn good thing as I’d already 
broken the seat—it was a Recaro and not a 
Corbeau (which I prefer) and was rather a 
sloppy fit (yes even for me!). It was 20 minutes 
before Basil was back out again but he was back 
up to ninth by the time I took over again after 
another couple of hours. 

After only three more laps, I discovered why 
Conrod Straight is called that—as the Torana 
threw a rod in a big way. I suppose we did a 
total of about five of the seven hours and could 
easily have finished third or fourth—first Hold- 
en home was third, the Peter Janson/Larry 
Perkins car. 

Lurking in distant Aussie-land were, among 
others, Tom Leake, who had just had a class 
win on the London to Sydney Airlines Rally, 
ex-Cobra racer Nick Granville Smith, and com- 
mentator Norman Greenway’s son Nigel. 

The Aussies are very introverted, knowing 
very few of the international racing names— 
they didn’t even know who Derek Bell was. 
And they have the same typesetter who can’t 
spell, who sometimes works for AUTOSPORT. 
After the race the awards, apparently, were 
presented by the country’s Prime Sinister 
Malcolm Fraser. 

We had an excellent catering manager in our 
team, called Ron Spence. There were around 
forty people in the pits for most of the week- 
end, so it was a major undertaking, providing 
steak, sausages, eggs and bacon virtually con- 
tinuously—we even had 112 dozen cans of beer. 

For the information of Alan Foster, by the 
way, all Aussie girls are not called Sheila or all 
the men called Bruce, and the racing drivers 
don’t have corks on string hanging off their Bell 
Stars—at least most of them don’t! 

It was a great fortnight, Basil was an excel- 
lent co-driver and the team were a good crowd. 
Basil, incidentally, met an old friend of his out 
there, called Tim Cheale, who used to 
mechanic for Jody Scheckter in Mexicos in 
1971. He found no problems living in Aussie- 
land despite there being no Nick Brittan. 
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Above: at the Dipper, the fast downhill curves from 


Skyline towards Conrod Straight (see circuit map). 
Below centre: with Basil van Rooyen and team patron, 
Bill Patterson, before the race. Bottom: in lighter mood 
with the team's mobile loo—note the smart mag alloy 
wheels. 
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BRANDS HATCH 


da Costa 
bravura 


The BRSCC’s capably run eight race 
championship meeting on Sunday was for- 
tunately blessed with glorious weather and 
few accidents which combined to make it 
one of the most enjoyable ‘clubbies’ this 
season. A reasonable crowd was justly 
rewarded with a display of all that is best in 
British club racing with some interesting 
battles in every event. Paul Sleeman was a 
surprise victor in the FF1600 race although 
his win was eclipsed somewhat by the feast 


of action provided in the one-make classes. 
Bill Postins scorched off pole position in the Deben- 
hams Escort Challenge race to lead fellow front row 
men Geoff Evans and Wayne Wainwright into Pad- 
dock where Wayne annexed the lead in a daring 
manoeuvre on the outside. Not to be outdone, 
Postins retook the lead by the end of the lap. David 
da Costa’s Cal Withers-entered car took Wayne too, 
for second place, and moved swiftly past Postins on 
the second lap to establish a lead of three Escort- 
lengths. Thereafter, although da Costa was just out of 
reach, Wayne Wainwright upheld family honour 
(father Basil was nudged down the field in the 
opening laps) in a fine squabble with Postins. Neil 
McGrath joined this battle but the only change was 
made when Wainwright promoted himself to second 
ahead of Postins. A two-car fight for fifth and sixth 
was resolved in favour of Geoff Evans after Nick 
Weir was obliged to spin promoting a subdued Barrie 
Williams in the process. 

The FF1600 non-qualifiers were out next and John 
Stutley got his Hawke very sideways off the line as he 
thrust his way into the lead from Mike ‘Fulmar’ 
Taylor (Royale) and Australian Rhett Parker (Van 
Diemen). Stutley kept up his early pace for three laps 
before his enthusiasm sent him spinning at Druids 
letting Taylor through. Parker chased hard trying to 
stave off challenges from David Dickson (back in a 
Royale RP21) and Paul Pierce’s unusual Dastle. 
Nobody was to catch Taylor although Parker closed 
up on a couple of occasions before falling into the 
grasp of Dickson who just failed to catch him. 
Andrew Woodward took fourth from Pierce and the 
final place was taken by Terry Pudwell’s nicely driven 
Dulon, the first of three cars recording the same race 
time in sixth place. 

The ten-lap Mini 850 race had attracted a huge 26- 
car entry of which Martin Goodall qualified Tiger 
comic’s ‘Marvellous Mini’ on pole with Julian Cutler 
and Graham Wenham alongside. Wenham got the 
drop on Cutler with Chris Tyrrell storming through 
from the second row to head Goodall into Paddock. 
Cutler’s car seemed short on power and fell back 
while the invincible Wenham rushed off to win by a 
large margin. This cushion was established after 
Goodall tapped Tyrrell into a spin at Graham Hill 
Bend, the whole pack taking evasive action and being 
delayed as a result. Goodall knocked his one-piece 
front awry in the mélée but continued at unabated 
pace to finish second on the road. Alas he ignored 
two black flags before the finish and was promptly 
excluded from the results as a punishment. This 
elevated the amazing five-car scrap between John 
West, Bob Addison, Patrick Watts, Chris Lewis and 
the recovering Tyrrell to encompass second to sixth 
positions. 

John Trevelyan planted his privately-entered ma- 
chine on pole for the BRSCC Renault 5 Elf Challenge 
final round but this did not deter Doug Bassett, the 
championship winner, from grabbing the lead on lap 
1. The ex-F3 and FF1600 man, however, was taken by 
‘that man McGrath’ having another outing with the 
Hardings-owned TS and Trevelyan worked very hard 
to stay with these two who were joined on lap 3 by 
Wayne Wainwright. These four spectacular ‘jelly 
moulds’ battled mightily until Bassett had a moment 
at Graham Hill Bend resulting in a phenomenal 
avoidance by the following drivers, Trevelyan being 
inconvenienced more than most. However, it was not 
to be a McGrath victory as the Northern Renault ace 
broadsided his car right in front of Wainwright 
allowing the gallant Trevelyan to nip through to 
victory with John Bell catching him on the line for 
second. Juliette Slaughter had an uninvited hair- 
raising ‘off’ on lap eight in full view of John Brindley 
and Mike Wilds who, in her defence, were full of 
praise for her ability to hold it. 
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The Hitachi special saloon race looked exciting on 
paper with John Homewood’s ingenious Imp narrow- 
ly ahead of Ginger Marshall’s now Imp-powered 
Austin Countryman and the other lowline Imp of 
Brian Prebble. After the demise of the Minivan with 
overheating and a spin by Prebble at half-distance, 
the Charing farmer hurtled off into the distance as is 
his wont. Once Prebble had climbed to third behind 
John Schneider’s Imp all interest in this uninspiring 
event was gone save for Terry Pryce’s late challenge 
on David Enderby’s 850 class lead, which failed by 
only 4secs. Now if only Homewood had made.a race 
of it... would it have been a far more interesting 
story? 


In the absence of championship-winner Tony 
Halliwell the final round of the Kent Messenger 
FF1600 series saw Pedro Nogues on pole in the works 
Van Diemen, 0.6secs quicker than Bernard Devaney 
(Hawke) and Kim Furner’s Royale. Nogues looked 
cool as the lights changed and he led the Irishman 
into Druids. Unfortunately their enthusiasm got the 
better of them and they spun off under intense 
pressure from the rest of the howling pack. An 
astounded Paul Sleeman was handed the lead he was 
not to loose, sitting a fraction ahead of Sean Walker 
(Tiga) and Kim Perry (Hawke). Rick Morris was 
giving the smart Saracen its best-ever run to hold off 
Keiichi Nakayama in his Hawke in fifth and sixth 
places. Nogues, his nosecone scuffed, rose to fourth 
again only to revolve at the scene of his earlier 
indiscretion and fall to seventh ahead of Devaney 
whose car was minus a side-pod. Perry put in an 
accomplished drive to finish second from Morris, a 
challenge from Walker ending when a wheel bearing 
packed up although he still came home fourth despite 
his penalty. 

A grid of screaming Leyland Mini 1000s assembled 
for the penultimate race of the day, with Phil 
Spurling, Paul Gaymer and Colin Beckwith proving 
fastest in practice. The vivid green Boopspeed car of 
Gaymer spun its little wheels madly as it gathered 
momentum and still led Spurling at the completion of 
the opening lap. Spurling’s Steve Harris version took 
over the premier position on the second lap and, 
despite being demoted briefly on Bottom Straight by 
Gaymer, he hung on grimly until mechanical failure 
sidelined him on lap 4. David Abbott inherited 
second, therefore, but only for two laps as a magnifi- 
cent charge by Chris Dobson saw the beautifully- 
presented Pearce Signs Mini blast past in pursuit of 
Gaymer. Dobson drove in outstanding fashion in the 
closing stages but just could not get to grips with the 
relaxed Boopspeed driver who increased his Leyland 
Challenge overall lead still further. Some gripping 
battles took place right down the field and the crowd 
really appreciated the action. 

As a special treat Debenhams sponsored the final 
race, in which the long-suffering wives and girlfriends 
of the Escort Challenge men would take over the cars 
themselves. Nancy Rew-Smith of Brands Hatch Rac- 
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andling of a Renault STS (just to confuse 


ing fame was a dubious entry but nevertheless she 
took pole from Ginny Medlicott (Barrie Williams’s 
car), both these drivers having a one lap penalty 
owing to their experience. Fastest ‘relative novice’ 
therefore was Fiona Butterfield, the FF1600 driver in 
Billy Burke’s car. However, it was the attractive Julie 
Chimes, in her first race, who seized the opportunity 
to challenge Butterfield’s car from the start, taking 
second on the inside of Paddock second time round 
from Rew-Smith and assuming the lead in aggressive 
manner to head the ‘mixed-ability’ field on lap 4. 
Fiona repassed Julie briefly but retired soon after- 
wards following a contretemps with her adversary on 
the seventh tour. Medlicott diced with Rew-Smith 
throughout but Sheryl Cuffe (Basil Wainwright’s car) 
clawed her way tenaciously into their midst, finishing 
third on the road and second on corrected time when 
penalties had been added. Chimes, therefore, won 
after a tremendous racing-debut (another Divina?) 
her fastest lap being 65s which was extremely good 
considering her previous experience. Cuffe was a 
strong second some way ahead of Sylvia Sitford and 
Carol Lewis with the rest strung out behind. 


MARCUS PYE 


BRSCC Debenhams Ford Escort Challenge race (10 laps): 1, 
David da Costa, 10m 19.8s, 69.91mph; 2, Wayne Wainwright, 10m 
21.2s; 3, Bill Postins, 10m 22s; 4, Neil McGrath, 10m 22.2s; 4, Geoff 
Evans, 10m 27s; 6, Barrie Williams, 10m 29.6s. Fastest lap: da Costa 
and Wainwright, 1m 0.2s, 71.98mph. 

BRSCC FF1600 non-qualifiers race (10 laps): 1, Mike Taylor 
(Royale-Minister RP24), 9m 5s, 79.5mph; 2, Rhett Parker (Van Diemen 
RF77), 9m 10.2s; 3, David Dickson (Royale-Minister RP21), 9m 11s; 4, 
Andrew Woodward (Hawke-Holbay DL12), 9m 18.2s; 4, Paul Pierce 
(Dastle-Minister Mk16), 9m 19.8s; 6, Terry Pudwell (Dulon-Oselli 
MP15/17), 9m 20.2s. Fastest lap: Taylor, Parker and John Stutley 
(Hawke-Minister DL12), 53.2s, 81.45mph. 

Leyland Mini 850 Challenge (10 laps): 1, Graham Wenham (BMC 
Mini), 10m 9.4s, 71.10mph; 2, John West (BMC Mini), 10m 20.6s; 3, 
Bob Addison (Austin Mini), 10m 20.8s; 4, Patrick Watts (BMC Mini), 
10m 21.2s; 5, Chris Lewis (Leyland Mini), 10m 21.4; 6, Chris Tyrrell 
(BMC Mini), 10m 23.4s. Fastest lap: Wenham, 59.8s, 72.46mph. 

BRSCC Renault 5 Elf Challenge race (10 laps): 1, John Trevelyan, 
10m 54.4s, 66.21mph; 2, John Bell, 10m 54.4s; 3, Wayne Wainwright, 
10m 55.4s; 4, Doug Bassett, 10m 56.8s; 5, David Benton, 10m 57.4s; 
6, David Kahn, 10m 58.8s. Fastest lap: Bell, 1m 3.2s, 68.56mph 
(record). 

Hitachi Special Saloon Car Championship race (10 laps); overall 
and 851-1000cc: 1, John Homewood (1.0 Sunbeam imp), 8m 53s, 
81.29mph; 2, John Schneider (1.0 Hillman Imp), 9m 13.8s; 3, Brian 
Prebble (1.0 Hartwell Imp), 9m 15.4s; 4, Mike Chapple (1.0 Hillman 
imp), 9m 24s. Fastest lap: Homewood, 52.2s, 83.01mph. Up to 
850cc: 1, David Enderby (850 BMC Mini), 9m 30.6s, 75.94mph; 2, 
Terry Pryce (850 Hillman Imp), 9m 34.4s; 3, Peter Day (850 Allen Mini), 
9m 42.2s. Fastest lap: Enderby, 55.4s, 78.21s. 

Kent Messenger Formula Ford 1600 Championship race (15 
laps): 1, Paul Sleeman (Crossié-Minister 25F), 13m, 9s, 82.38mph; 2, 
Kim Perry (Hawke-Minister DL17), 13m, 12.6; 3, Rick Morris (Saracen- 
Scholar), 13m 13.6s; 4, Sean Walker (Tiga-Scholar FF76), 13m 20s; 5, 
Peter Lawrence (Royale-Auriga RP3), 13m 20.4s; 6, Bill Shepherd 
(Crosslé-Minister 30F), 13m 24.8s. Fastest lap: Bernard Devaney 
(Hawke-Minister DL19), 50.8s, 85.29s. 

Leyland Mini 1000 Challenge race (10 laps): 1, Paul Gaymer 
(Boopspeed-Mini), 9m 44.4s, 74.74mph; 2, Chris Dobson (Leyland 
Mini), 9m. 45.6s; 3, David Abbott (Leyland Mini), 9m 46.6s; 4, Colin 
Beckwith (Leyland Mini), 9m 47.6; 5, Derek May (Longman Mini), 9m 
47.8s; 6, Colin Bigmore (Leyland Mini), 9m 51.4s. Fastest lap: 
Dobson, 57s, 76.02mph. 

Debenhams Escort Ladies race (10 laps): 1, Julie Chimes, 11m 
15.6s, 66.07mph; 2, Shery! Cuffe, 11m 16.8s; 3, Sylvia Sitford, 11m 
32.8s; 4, Carol Lewis, 11m 56s; 5, Susan Hollis, 11m 57.8s; 6, Angela 
Quigley, 12m 4.4s. Fastest lap: Chimes, 1m 5s, 66.66mph. 
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Identity 
crisis? 


Clubmans Northern Secretary Chris 


~ . Hart had a rent-a-drive in the Libre race 


at Sunday’s Croft in John Holroyd’s 
Malroyd and had better luck than the 
owner—he finished while poor John 
didn’t in the earlier Clubmans event. At 
present without a Clubmans car, Chris 
has bought a Triumph GT6 modsports 
racer from Manchester for next season. 
After a test day at Oulton Park Chris 
announced himself pleased with the car 
which has not raced for a couple of 
years or so; “It goes in a relatively 
straight line, was cheap and should 
provide some fun until I can afford 
another real racing car—a Clubmans 
Mallock, what else?” Chris is reported 
as saying that his wife is not impressed 
with the ,idea at all as she only likes 
Clubmans cars. . . . 
@ Do the Clubmans Register have a 
ceremony to strip erring drivers who 
misguidedly go to other formulae of 
their Ace of Clubs until they recant? 
The sanctions must be terrible indeed, 
witness the flocking back of ex-Club- 
men reported to be happening next 
year, if Geoff Friswell cannot stand his 
absence from the scene any longer we 
should see Chris back before long. 


Leyland 
Minis again 


Having sponsored the Mini 7 club’s 
Mini series for the past two years, 
Leyland Cars will support the three 
championships again in 1978. As last 
year and this season, the overall winner 
of the challenge will receive a new Mini 
1275GT as part of his prize although 
there will be a £6000 prize fund to be 
won at the individual rounds in addition 
to Leyland ST parts vouchers and tro- 
phies. This year has once again proved 
very successful with over 150 drivers 
taking part in the 48 rounds in the 850, 
1000 and 127S5GT categories. Last year 
the overall Challenge was won by Mike 
Curnow from Salisbury with the Wes- 
sex Kentreads car and this season an- 
other Southern driver, Paul Gaymer 
from Farnham, leads the championship 
overall. 


Bad luck 
for Morgan 


Twenty-two-year-old Buckingham driv- 
er Peter Morgan has shown some excel- 
lent form this season in a Royale RP21 
but has lacked the finance to contest 
anything more than the locally based 
Brush Fusegear FF championship. At 
the supporting race on the Saturday 
before the Access Tourist Trophy. Pe- 
ter had put on one of his best displays to 
mix in a race-long dice with the more 
up-to-date cars of Trevor van Rooyen, 
Nigel Mansell and Paul Smith. 

Peter had thereafter decided to sell 
the car and try to raise some cash with 
which to compete in some way in 1978 
but his plans received a cruel set-back 
at Mallory a fortnight ago when he was 
involved in a start-line fracas that ended 
with the car hard up against the armco, 
looking considerably the worse for 
wear. Morgan is generally regarded as 
one of the more sensible drivers in 
FF1600 and for such a thing to happen 
at the end of of a hard year is particular- 
ly frustrating. 
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Big Tone’s benefit _Birley gets 


In recognition of his services to British 
motor sport over the past 20 years, 
Brands Hatch and the BRSCC are to 
stage a benefit meeting for the popular 
Yorkshireman Tony Lanfranchi, fol- 
lowing cricket’s tradition of some years. 
Tony had his first race at the Kent 
circuit in a Healey Silverstone in 1957 
and since then has notched up an im- 
pressive list of over 400 awards, includ- 
ing some 63 victories at Brands in the 
course of his nine championship wins. 
Tony is known for his versatility as he 
can drive, and has piloted, a wide 
variety of machinery, from production 
saloons to F1 cars, all with equal bril- 
liance. In fact it was eight years before 
he so much as had an accident but it was 


a ‘biggie’ when it came—he swiped off 
John Surtees and Innes Ireland with 
him! 


In recent years Tony has devoted 
much of his time to his duties as Senior 
Racing Instructor with Brands Hatch 
Racing (formerly Motor Racing Sta- 
bles) but nevertheless he still makes 
time between commitments to attend 
endless forums and motor club func- 
tions and, of course, race! MCD have 
taken the initiative to stage this first 
benefit meeting, on May 7 next year 
and hope this may be the first of many 
tributes to the careers of popular dri- 
vers, who have worked so hard to 
promote their chosen sport. 


A much-needed touch of glamour was brought to Brands Hatch on Sunday when 
14 girls were let loose on the circuit for a ten-lap race sponsored by Debenhams, 
who also sponsor the BRSCC’s Escort challenge series. And very popular it proved 
too with several drivers excelling themselves on their first visit to the other side of 
the pit wall. Winner of the race was the lovely Julie Chimes (above with David da 
Costa and Stuart McCrudden) who drove with great bravado to beat the likes of 
Ginny Medlicott (Barrie Williams’s girlfriend) and Nancy Rew-Smith (Mike 
Smith Racing) who are both more experienced in circuit driving. Julie (23) was 
one of the initiators of this unusual event: apparently it started as a joke but the 
idea was mentioned to the drivers who joined Debenhams in the promotion and, 
before they realised it, the girls were transformed into racing drivers. A close 
second behind Julie was Sheryl Cuffe, Basil Wainwright's secretary; who drove 
another of the Comlec/BRMB Radio cars in fine style as befits a little autocross 
experience in the distant past. Several of the ladies attended crash courses at 
Brands Hatch Racing in the fortnight before the race as well as testing the cars at 
Donington. Basil explained the problems of the nervous debutantes: “Many of the 
girls were terrified and there was even the problem of fitting them in the Escorts as 
we had to wedge some of them in with cushions so that they could reach the 
pedals. Anyway they put on a fantastic display which really pleased Deben- 
hams”’. Miss Chimes’s skill, it seems did not go unnoticed, and hopefully she will 
undergo more extensive training with Brands Hatch Racing over the winter. 


Bradley to 
Reynard from 
Elden 


Long-time FF2000 supporter and per- 
veyor of fish to the cognoscenti, Frank 
Bradley has forsaken his Elden Mk22 
for a new Reynard 77SF which he and 
several mechanics are currently build- 
ing at Brands Hatch. The kit-form chas- 
sis arrived last week and Frank is deter- 
mined to have it running in Centre 
Hotel’s colours this weekend. The deci- 
sion was taken to purchase the Reynard 
following Rob Wilson’s — successful 
switch to the marque mid-season and 
bearing in mind the problems which 
have beset this year’s *bitsa’ Elden. The 
Mk22 version was a modified Mk18 but 
it was conceived during the last ta- 
keover of Elden Cars at Wrotham. To 
keep Centre Hotels, who have been 
very good to him, happy the Reynard 
will be used for the rest of the season, 
but will get replaced by an all-new 
Elden in the new year. 


Atlantic 
progress in 
lreland 


Staunch Irish Formula Atlantic driver 
Patsy McGarrity is working flat out to 
promote a new Atlantic series on the 
Emerald Isle next season. He is at 
present trying to organise an Irish At- 
lantic Association whereby each mem- 
ber would deposit between £50 and 
£100 which would be matched by a 
sponsor in the North (who wishes to 
remain anonymous at this stage) to be 
put into a prize kitty. If they could 
obtain similar backing from the South 
Patsy reckons that all 15 eligible cars in 
the country would appear and Ireland’s 
premier category could reach even 
greater heights in 1978. McGarrity, of 
course, has won the Irish series outright 
for the past four years in a succession of 
Chevrons, his latest triumph being at 
Mondello Park on September 25 when 
he won the Texaco Leinster Trophy. 


eight years 
-Official 


Rod Birley, the prodsaloon racer who 
was disqualified from holding a compe- 
tition licence last year for a period of 12 
months, has been in even more trouble 
with the RAC. A tribunal last week 
disqualified him from holding a compe- 
tition licence until December 31, 1985. 

The tribunal was held to conside1 
evidence that Birley had raced while 
disqualified, applied for a competition 
licence in a false name and giving a false 
date of birth and fraudulently tried tc 
convince the RAC Motorsport Division 
that Hugh Birley, M. R. Birley anc 
Rod Birley were three people. 

It appears that a certain Hugh Birley 
raced at Lydden Hill on July 10, but 
three independent witnesses claimec 
that the driver was in fact Roderick 
Hugh Birley, whose ban did not enc 
until two days later. Further, it was 
discovered that Hugh Birley had ap- 
plied for a competition licence in March 
giving a different address and date o| 
birth to that of his ‘brother’, Rod. At 
the tribunal, Birley admitted to the 
fraud and was banned for more than 
eight years. 


Ginger’s new 
Mini-Imp 


Last Sunday’s Brands Hatch meeting 
saw the return to racing of Aylesbury 
Mini specialist Ginger Marshall with hi: 
unique Austin Countryman, running ir 
a new guise this season. Although the 
Esso Uniflo-supported car looks similai 
externally it is now powered by a Hill: 
man Imp engine fitted with a Chessmar 
head, It has taken the meticulous Mar. 
shall, Fraser and Davies team arounc 
nine months to mate the Chrysler en: 
gine to the Mini gearbox and this has 
precluded outings planned for earlier ir 
the season. 

A fortnight ago, at Donington, Gin- 
ger didn’t survive beyond practice wher 
two pistons seized, so the bores were 
enlarged slightly between meetings. 
This week the engine problem seemed 
to be overcome but the car suffered 
with minor overheating maladies in 
both practice and the race. This did not 
prevent Marshall from being second 
quickest in qualifying, however, but he 
was unable to finish the race. He has 
also yet to learn when to drop the clutch 
for, as he points out, the torque band of 
the Imp engine is different to that of the 
Leyland product and hence he is experi- 
menting at present with his starts. 


@ The grand finale of the ANWCC 
autocross championship takes place or 
October 23 at the Wallasey MC" 
Ocean Autocross meeting. A very re 
presentative field has already been as 
sembled although a few entries are stil 


' available from Mr T. Smith, Roch 
' House, Mill Lane, Greasby, Wirral 


Tel: 051-677 2654. 


@ The Owen MC promote their Er 
nest Owen PCT at Tatenhill, Burton. 
on-Trent on Sunday. It is a counter fo! 
the RAC, AMMC, BTRDA anc 
WAMC championships which more 
than merits its national status. 
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Briefly... 


@ The Hagley & District LCC’s Ken 
Wharton Memorial Autotest event 
takes place on Sunday in the grounds of 
Lucas Ltd, Great King Street, Birming- 
ham starting at 10.30am. This year the 
Northern Ireland team of Ken Irwin, 
Lee Lucas and Ken Shields will attempt 
to score the ninth successive win for 
their country although teams from Eng- 
land, Scotland and Eire will be equally 
determined to wrest the honours. 


@ Lancashire driver Graham Wall- 
work should be out at Donington on 
Sunday with his unique Vauxhall Mag- 
num saloon powered by a turbocharged 
engine. Graham has not had many 
outings in the car which, despite its 
weight, is still effective among the more 
genuine special saloons. 


@ Warrington racing driver Mark Bir- 
rell has had a white Clubmans ‘A’ class 
Haggispeed stolen from his garage 
along with its Don Parker ‘drive-on’ 
trailer. Mark would be interested in any 
news concerning the whereabouts of 
the car and would like to advise people 
to be very careful if they are suddenly 
offered the chance of buying any cheap 
spare parts for either a Clubmans car or 
for an ‘A’ class engine (the car was 
fitted with a Holbay engine, just rebuilt 
by John Robinson). Mark can be con- 
tacted on 92-61993. 


@ Rare visitor to Lydden these days is 
Nick Whiting who first started racing 
there some six years ago with a Ford 
Anglia. Despite the track being fairly 
dusty due to some errant previous com- 
petitors’ oil, Nick fairly rocketed away 
in his V6-engined Escort leaving regu- 
lar Lydden victor Ed Punt by some 
3secs a lap; he recorded the fastest lap 
of the day in 44.6s which constitutes a 
new lap record for special saloons, so 
we are told. 


@ The Chester MC have organised 
their Gardner Merchant Bartley Rally 
which takes place this Saturday, start- 
ing from the Theatr Clwyd, Mold at 
10.16 pm. The rally is a round of the 
Motoring News series and also counts 
towards the BTRDA Silver Star, 
WAMC and ANWCC championships. 
Bill Gwynne and Terry Thorpe head 
the entry list with John Bloxham and 
Richard Harper at number 2. Six rally 
films will be on show at the start where 
spectators are welcome. 


@ Steve Farthing has won his appeal 
against disqualification from the BAF 
Ford 2000 race at Croft on August 7. 
He won the race in his Littlesea Rey- 
nard-Davron SF77 from Richard Wills’s 
Delta but after a protest by Frank 
Sytner, was disqualified for having 
missed out the chicane on one lap after 
an incident with Philip Bullman’s 
Hawke. Bullman testified in favour of 
Farthing at the RAC Tribunal on 
Thtrrsday and Steve’s maiden FF2000 
victory was thus confirmed. 


@ A bit of confusion surrounded the 
true class winner of the 1001-1300cc 
part of TEAC special saloon race at 
Lydden on Sunday. Apparently Alan 
Humberstone who normally drives a 
Hillman Imp with a 1300cc Ford lump 
had been entered in the larger class 
with a 1928cc engine! Steve Pengelly 
(1.3 Mini) chased Humberstone hard 
throughout finishing some 7secs down 
and was promptly awarded the cash 
prize. But to prove sportsmanship rules 
OK, Pengelly freely awarded same to 
Humberstone. 

@ A special ‘Driver of the Day’ award 
was made at Oulton last Saturday to 
that long-time Northern Special Saloon 
Car enthusiast George Hard, who was 
having his last race, at the age of 53, in 
his trusty Mini Cooper S 
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@ Among the exhibits on the Brands 
Hatch Racing stand at Motorfair will be 
a ShellSport Escort and the Elden ‘Ro- 
latrue Opportunity Car’ both of which 
you can drive through the organisa- 
tion’s school at Brands. There will also 
be a continuous TV programme about 
the school which should be of interest 
to all prospective customers, from driv- 
ing your own car on the circuit to 
handling Divina’s Group 8 Surtees F1 
car. 

@ The Peterborough MC are promot- 
ing a busy ten-race meeting at Silver- 
stone on November 5. This replaces the 
October 8 date which was cancelled due 
to track resurfacing work. The meeting 
caters for special saloons, F1300, 750F, 
GT and sports cars, Formula Four, 
prodsports, Minis, modsports and For- 
mule libre. 


@ Martin White, this year’s SKF Club- 
mans Championship winner, was out of 
luck at Mallory on October 2 when, like 
Geoff Friswell and Tim Gath, he suf- 
fered a broken differential at Gerards. 


@ Gerry Walton’s 1952 Connaught 
will race at Ingliston over the weekend 
with support from United Wire. The 
ex-Bira, Moss, Salvadori car finished 
third in the recent British Empire Tro- 
phy at Donington with Gerry at the 
wheel. 


@ The BRSCC and Brands Hatch join 
forces at Motorfair (Earl’s Court, Octo- 
ber 19-30) when they promote their 
wares on stand 111 on the first floor. 
They will be selling advance discount 
tickets for next year’s John Player 
Grand Prix as well as BRSCC clothing, 
regalia and MCD 1978 fixture books. 


@ Scottish special saloon driver Angus 
Young would like to express sincere 
thanks to Bill Dryden who stopped his 
Firenza during practice at Croft two 
weeks ago to pull him clear from the 
wreckage of his ‘totalled’ Mini. Young 
rammed the chicane extremely hard 
and contrived to flip his car several 
times before coming to rest, inverted, 
in the bank. Angus was unconscious for 
a while and the petrol pump and igni- 
tion were still on as, obviously, was the 
engine. Reports mention the apparent 
inability of the marshals to help Young 
and, had it not been for Dryden’s 
initiative, the car could well have burst 
into flames with catastrophic results. 
The bodyshell is not salvageable al- 
though the engine/gearbox unit may be 
OK. Seemingly undeterred, Angus 
would like to return to clubmans racing, 
finance permitting. 


@ There will be a Social Evening run 
by the Monoposto Racing Club at the 
Silverstone Clubhouse on November 19 
and to which all current and past mem- 
bers would be most welcome. 


The Toleman Group have now withdrawn their Royale RP25 from the last 
FF2000 races of the season—their driver, Rad Dougall, having already clinched 
both the Lord’s Taverners and BAF series—in order to concentrate on F3. The 
development RP25, however, is still being run in Tolemans colours for airline pilot 
Peter White. With the competitiveness of this new car not yet fully realised, 
Royales were keen to keep one of their products in the winning circle and so have 
now taken the Scorpion Racehire-entered car of the talented South African Kenny 
Gray under their wing. The Rowland-powered car is now run by Rory Byrne from 
Royale’s Little Staughton base and this fact was celebrated in fine style by Kenny 
at Oulton Park (above) last Saturday when he won the latest BAF round. This 
was particularly good news for Kenny who has had some abysmal luck this season 
and was not even contesting the BAF series due to lack of funds. He currently lies 
second in the Lord’s Taverners Championship and is now looking for a drive for 
next season. He can be contacted at Scorpion’s where he is one of their tutors . . . 


@ Peter Argetsinger, the British-domi- 
ciled American FF1600 driver, is to 
compete in this weekend’s Nurburgring 
24-hour race in a Simca Rallye 2. Peter, 
son of Cameron Argetsinger, has com- 
peted with growing success in his Race- 
care-prepared Crosslé-Auriga 32F this 
year, taking part in 53 races at 34 
meetings since March. The Simca is 
owned by the German Rex Schwartz 
and will be shared in the Eifel Moun- 
tain endurance ‘classic’ with brother 
Michael Argetsinger. The car is entered 
by Chrysler Military Sales (Germany). 


@ Interested entries in the FF2000 
race at Brands this weekend include 
Richard Mallock in the latest Mallock 
Mk 18EW, Neil Bettridge with the 
promising CTG and John Poxon who 
returns to the tracks with the only 
Osella in the country, entered as usual 
by Setyres. 

@ Having their first taste of motor 
racing sponsorship this year have been 
Gillies & Co (Distillers) Ltd who have 
backed Linlithgow driver David Duf- 
field in the BRSCC Dunlop ‘Star of 
Tomorrow’ championship. Duffield, a 
former British kart champion, has run 
his Dulon MPI17 in the livery of Old 
Court Scotch Whisky all season for his 
racing programme based on Ingliston 
and Croft, his nearest circuits. 


Ray Forbes was out in a new special saloon at Croft for the last meeting and is 
very pleased that he has the winter to sort it out, as the car just does not handle yet. 
It is an Avenger fitted with a 1300cc BDA and was previously owned by Graham 
Stupple and raced at Ingliston; Ray only picked the car up last Thursday and 
could only check fluid levels before Sunday so the whole thing was a bit of a test 
session. It is believed that the odd handling, made worse by the wet conditions, 
stems from the fact that the car is fitted with a locked differential ‘a la Andretti’ 
and that this does not work on 1300cc BDA Avengers very well in the wet! Only a 
four speed 2000E gearbox is fitted at present and a five speeder is needed to get the 
best from a 12300BDA. Jim Evans was interested in the project and was seen and 
heard offering advice in the clubhouse after the meeting. 


@ The Borough 19, 218 and 750MCs 
have jointly organised a Charity Trial to 
be held near Croydon on October 23. 
Known as the Fryland Wood Charity 
Trial it starts at 10am with proceeds 
going towards a swimming pool for the 
Fryland Wood Scout Camp. Sponsor- 
ship comes from Tridon Spares and G. 
E. Sprent of Thornton Heath. 


@ Malcolm Bell is putting his Imp up 
for sale as, with a business to run and 
no sponsor, he has found the going 
increasingly difficult of late. Of course 
it all started when, having left the sump 
plug loose and run a bearing, a hurried 
regrind on one bearing proved not to be 
the answer and problem followed prob- 
lem. With the engine running properly 
last weekend Malcolm was hopeful, 
then a drive coupling sheared on the 
line . . . this week a second in class 
looks like being the last time out, 
certainly for this particular combination 
after 11 class wins in his first season. 

@ Castrol have stepped in at the elev- 
enth hour to save TEAC’s international 
rallycross fixture which is scheduled for 
November 5. The meeting was original- 
ly cancelled as long ago as August but 
the injection of cash has attracted an 
excellent entry with Bjorn Waldegard, 
Joop and Ed Van Schie (Escorts), Per 
Eklund (Saab), Cees  Teurlings 
(Porsche) and Montem Francois (VW) 
heading the foreign contingent. All the 
top British names will be there includ- 
ing Barry Lee and Mick Collard from 
the world of Hot-Rod racing. An addi- 
tional bonus is that the BBC are televis- 
ing the event for the Grandstand 
programme. 


@ Third time lucky department: fol- 
lowing our Super Vee feature (Septem- 
ber 29) and our correction the following 
week, here is something completely 
different. Jan Bannochie of the 
Formula Vee Association has asked us 
to point out that £4,500 is a consider- 
able overestimate of engine costs in the 
formula (half that is nearer) and that 
engine parts kits for the watercooled 
units will soon be available—details 
from her on 01-668 4100. Sorry, Mum! 

@ Mick Starkey is selling his Merlyn 
after a traumatic latter end to the 
season and lack of cash, coupled to a 
new job and plans to marry next year. 
Mick’s future plans are uncertain but he 
would obviously buy another car if 
sponsorship were forthcoming. 
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Double Barley win 


The BRSCC Northern Centre staged 
their last race meeting of the year at 
Croft last Sunday, with final rounds in 
the Centre’s championships and one of 
the best entries seen at Croft for a 
while. Unfortunately the weather was 
less than kind with heavy rain spoiling 
some of the action but the meeting ran 
smoothly if a little over time towards 
the end. - 

Cameron Binnie (Royale RP21) 
looked all set to win the Tate Trophy 
and the BRSCC Northern champion- 
ship and so it turned out; although 
Cameron ended his race against the 
Chicane on lap 4 his previous points 
were enough to keep his championship 
lead. The race itself was in the first 
instance led by Mick Starkey (Merlyn) 
and then by Tony Barley (Royale) with 
Mick close behind mixing it with Dave 
Manners (Hawke) and John Simpson 
(Royale). When Dave spun at Spa on 
the eighth lap he dropped to fifth and 
allowed Bernard Hunter (Van Diemen) 
into the top four but a last-lap rotation 
at Tower by John Simpson eliminated 
Mick Starkey, dropped Simpson to 
fourth, and elevated Hunter and Man- 
ners to second and third respectively 
behind Barley who kept a winning mar- 
gin of just 0.2sec at the flag. 

Drivers’ briefing brought some pro- 
tests from the Mini 1275GT drivers that 
they had been amalgamated with the 
MGs for the second race with all cars 
starting together. The race, however, 
split itself naturally into the two classes 
and everyone seemed happy, with 
Steve Soper having a flag-to-flag win 
over Malcolm Leggate and Roger 
Saunders in the Mini category and the 
roadgoing MGC of Malcolm Trewhitt 
leading home the MG TBs of Dave 
Clewley and Glyn Giusti. None of the 
MGs retired but four of the Minis did, 
three on the first lap! 

Alan Webb brough his Team ‘Cam- 
bolougla’ (as it insisted in the pro- 
gramme) Mallock up north for the last 
Champagne Clubmans race of the year 
with the express intention of breaking 
the class lap record. With Ilan McCul- 
lough, Chris Norton, Andy Smith et al 
in Mallocks and Jim Yardley (Beagle) 
to oppose him this looked to be a 
distinct possibility, especially after 
some very rapid practice laps. Come 
the race it rained, turning the whole 12 
laps into a procession where all the 
drivers could do was slither their slick- 
shod cars around without going off into 
the scenery—a feat accomplished by 
some, happily without damage except 
to Kenny Allen who went off on the 
warm-up lap. Alan Webb won from 
Chris Norton and Andy Smith: what a 
race if the weather had stayed fine. . . . 

With the circuit still soaking, the 
prod and modsports came out for their 
event, again with only one grid and no 
time interval between them. This race 
was processional in the extreme with no 
place changing among the top eight cars 
at all. In the prodsports classes Chris 
Meek (Europa Special) won his class 
and the race, being the only one to 
complete ten laps, with the TVR of 
Stewart Halstead a distant runner-up, 
showing what a handful these 3-litre 
cars are in the wet. Nobody in Class B 
bothered to come but Class C went to 


Six-hour delay 


Those of you anxious to discover 
the outcome of the 750MC’s Six- 
hour Relay at Donington on Satur- 
day will have to wait for another 
week. Thanks to a British Rail dis- 
pute, the package containing our 
report, had to sit at Paddington 
station until it was too late for inclu- 
sion . . . watch this space. 
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Tony Dean (Midget) from the 1275 
Sprites of Tony Lewis and John McCaf- 
frey. Poor Dave Dalton had an outside 
chance of winning the championship 
but this evaporated when he was 
baulked behind a stalled car on the line, 
had a spin at Tower trying to catch up 
and had to undo (and refasten) his 
harness to close a door which came 
open! John Bury (Elan) romped away 
to win the modsports from John Kirks’ 
Davrian and the Elan of Derek Palmer. 

A Formula Ford invitation race came 
next with most of the first race runners 
out with those who had not had a race 
in event one making up the numbers. 
And again Tony Barley won by 0.2sec, 
but this time from Dave Manners with 
Bernard Hunter third. This race was 
considerably slower than the previous 
FF event being run on a wet track and 
many drivers waltzed merrily, seeming- 
ly at each and every opportunity. 

A very, very full grid assembled for 
the Troy Tyre Special Saloon race with 
some very potent machinery at the 
front of the grid, but, as the flag 
dropped, it was Doug Emms in the 6.1 
Camaro who made the best start from 
Alastair Lyall (Escort) and Norman 
Hodgson (Skoda) with Walter Robert- 
son (Escort) close behind. But on the 
wet track no one could catch the flying 
Camaro shod with some wets which 


Doug has meant to dispose of all sea- 
son! While the surface kept wet enough 
to suit the leader his pursuers chopped 
and changed their order amid their 
attempts to find grip somewhere but all 
to no avail as Doug took the flag, and 
the championship. Hodgson eventually 
disposed of Robertson for second place 
overall and in the large class. Gerald 
Clark (Mini) got the better of David 
Farrer (Escort) to win the 1300cc hon- 
ours and had hopes of a better overall 
placing “but it started to dry’. Bill 
Thompson was the only 1000cc class 
driver to complete the full distance in 
his Imp, with second in class Malcolm 
Bell (Imp) a lap down on the leader. 
With the gloom gathering it was left 
to the Libre cars to close the meeting 
and the 1977 season at Croft. Andy 
Barton (Sana) led all the way, hotly 
pursued by Kim Mather (Chevron) who 
just did not have the steam to get past— 
until lap nine, that is, when a spin out of 
the Chicane (where else?) got the 
Chevron driver all fired up, but by then 
it was too late of course; but only just, 
in the sprint to the line the Sana and 
Chevron were neck and neck. In the 
final reckoning Andy was placed first 
but the timekeepers gave Kim an equal 
time and fastest lap—a fine finish to the 
season. In third place throughout War- 
ren Booth kept his Scott nicely ahead of 
David Muter (using a 2-litre Barton 
motor in his Lotus) and John Walker 


(March). 
PAUL BOOTHROYD 


Tony Barley (10) won both Formula Ford races to round off a good season. 


Tate Trophy Formula Ford Championship Round (12 laps): 1, Tony Barley (Royale-Titan RP21), 15m 
14.6s, 82.66mph; 2, Bernard Hunter (Van Diemen-Scholar RF77), 15m 14.8s; 3, Dave Manners (Hawke- 
Scholar DL19), 15m 17.6s; 4, John Simpson (Royale-Titan RP21), 15m 18.2s; 5, Stephen Waudby (Lotus- 
Scholar 69F), 15m 22.8s; 6, Duncan Hall (Hawke), 15m 23.2s. Fastest lap: Alan Stringer (Crosslé-CEC 30F), 


1m 14.8s, 84.23mph 


Leyland Mini 1275GT Challenge Race and MG Cars (10 laps): Mini 1275GT: 1, Steve Soper, 14m 15.6s, 
73.62mph; 2, Malcolm Leggate, 14m 16.4s; 3, Roger Saunders, 14m 16.6s; 4, Jerry Hampshire, 14m 33.2s; 5, 
John Edwards-Parton, 14m 55.2s; 6, David Grimshaw 15m 24.8s. Fastest lap: Saunders, Leggate and 


Edwards-Parton, 1m 24.4s, 74.64mph. 


MG Cars. MG T Types: 1, Dave Clewley (1.5 MGTB), 15m 02.2s, 69.83mph; 2, Glyn Giusti (1.5 MGTB), 
15m 21.0s; 3, J. Alistair Naylor (1.5 MGTC), 9 laps; 4, Richard Green (1.4 MGTC), 8 laps; 5, Dave Saunders 
(1.3 MGTC), 8 laps. Fastest lap: Clewley, 1m 28.1s, 71.27mph. Roadgoing MGs: 1, Malcolm Trewhitt (2.9 
MGC), 14m 56.4s, 70.28mph. No other finishers. Fastest lap: Trewhitt, 1m 25.6s, 73.60mph. 

Champagne Clubmans Championship (12 laps): Overall and Class A: 1, Alan Webb (Mallock), 15m 
19.2s, 82.25mph; 2, Chris Norton (Mallock), 15m 38.2s; 3, Andy Smith (Matlock), 15m 47.4s; 4, Johnny 
Muirhead (Matlock), 15m 52.6s. Fastest lap: Webb and Jim Yardley (Beagle), 1m 07.2s, 93.75mph. Class B: 
1, Steve Miller (Matlock), 74.95mph; 2, George Wreszien (Mallock), 11 laps; 3, Dave Abram (Mallock), 11 laps 
No other finishers. Fastest lap: Wreszien, 1m 16.2s, 82.68mph 

Production Sports Cars and Modified Sports Cars (10 laps): Production Sports: Overall and Class A: 
1, Chris Meek (1.6 Europa Special), 14m 58.8s, 70. 90mph; 2, Stewart Halstead (3.0 TVR3000M), 9 laps, 3, 
Walter Warwick (3.8 E-Type), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Meek, 1m 28.2s, 71.42mph. Class B: No starters. Class C: 
1, Tony Dean (1.5 MG Midget), 62.96mph; 2, Tony Lewis (1.3 A-H Sprite), 9 laps; 3, John McCaffrey (1.3 A-H 
Sprite), 9 laps; 4, Dave Dalton (1.3 MG Midget), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Dean, 1m 37.2s, 64 82mph. Modsports: 
Overall: 1, John Bury (1.8 Elan), 13m 48.8s, 76 O1mph; 2, John Kirk (1.1 Davrian), 14m 11.2s: 3, Derek 
Palmer (1.6 Elan), 14m 28.6s; 4, Fred Cliffe (4.2 Jaguar E-Type), 15m 19.6s; 5, Paul Haigh (1.4 MG Midget), 8 
laps; 6, Ron Harper (1.1 Spitfire), 8 laps. Fastest lap: Bury, 1m 21.2s, 77.59mph. Over 2000cc: 1, Cliffe, 
68.51mph Fastest lap: Cliffe, 1m 29.6s, 70. 36mph. 1500-2000cc: 1, Bury, 76.01mph; 2, Palmer. Fastest 
lap: Bury 1m 21 2s, 77.59mph. 1150-1500cc: 1, Haigh, 57.78mph; 2, Harper. Fastest lap: Harper, 1m 37 Os, 
64. 95mph. Up to 1150cc: 1, Kirk, 74.01mph. Fastest lap: Kirk, 1m 23.2s, 75. 72mph 

Formula Ford Invitation Race (12 laps): 1, Barley, 17m 07 Os, 73.61mph; 2, Manners, 17m 07.2s: 3, 
Hunter, 17m 23.4s; 4, Stringer, 17m 30.2s; 5, Colin Birbeck (Merlyn-Scholar 24A), 17m 30.8s; 6, Keith 
Lawrence (Crossié), 17m 32.4s. Fastest lap: Barley, 1m 23.6s, 75. 36mph 

Troy Tyre and Auto Centre Special Saloon Race (10 laps): Overall and over 1300cc: 1, Doug Emms 
(6.1 Camaro), 14m 10.8s, 74.05mph; 2, Norman Hodgson (2.0 Skoda), 14m 15.6s; 3, Walter Robertson (2.0 
Escort), 14m 21.6s; 4, Alastair Lyall (1.8 Escort), 14m 40.4s. Fastest lap: Robertson, 1m 19.4s, 79 35mph 
1001-1300cc: 1, Gerald Clark, (1.3 Mini), 14m 43.2s, 71.33mph; 2, David Farrer (1.3 Escort), 15m 04.4s; 3, 
Graham Wood (1.3 Mini), 9 laps; 4, Alf Harrop (1.3 Mini), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Clark, 1m 25.4s, 73. 77mph. Up 
to 1000cc: 1, Billi Thompson (1.0 Imp), 15m 28 2s, 67.87mph; 2, Malcolm Bell (1.0 Imp), 9 laps; 3, Keith Hardy 
(1.0 Imp), 9 laps; 4, Eric Patterson (1.0 Mini), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Thompson and Bell, 1m 30 2s, 69 84mph 

Formule Libre Championship Race (12 laps): 1, Andy Barton (2.0 Sana), 14m 07.6s, 89 19mph; 2, Kim 
Mather (2.0 Chevron B35D), 14m 07.6s; 3, Warren Booth (2.0 Scott P1), 15m 01.0s; 4, David Muter (2.0 
Lotus), 15m 07 4s, 5, John Walker (1.6 March 772P), 15m 08.4s, 6, Joe Applegarth (1.6 Brabham BT23C), 11 


laps. Fastest lap: Mather, 1m 08 4s, 92.11mph 
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Briefly. . . 


@ Sharing the Lloyds of Stafford Es- 
cort Rob Hughes and Mike Hutchinson 
took BTD and Best Stafford awards at 
the club’s autocross at Acton Trussell 
last Sunday when 30 cars competed. 
Hutchinson led until the last run with a 
time of 2m 9.0s but Hughes rushed 
round in 2:8.2 on his third run to settle 
matters. In the classes the best clash 
was between Tim Greenhill and T. 
Gravestock both in large engined 
Minis. They finished dead level but 
Greenhill took the award with a faster 
initial run. 

BTD: R. Hughes (Escort), 2m 8.2s. 

Class winners: T. Webb (Mini), 2m 12.4s; D. 
Grinnitt (Escort), 2m 30.4s; T. Greenhill (Mini), 2m 
9.6s; T. Blanire (Lotus 7), 2m 13.0s; T. Wilbrey 


(Escort), 2m 25.0s. Best Stafford: M. Hutchinson 
(Escort), 2m 9.0s. 


@ Per-Inge Walfridson driving a Volvo 
343 turbo has won the Swedish cham- 
pionship rallycross. The championship 
took place in Tomelilla in the south of 
Sweden and the entry featured the best 
the country can offer in rallycross, in- 
cluding 12 of the best Porsche drivers in 
Sweden, among them last year’s win- 
Bjorn Waldegard and Rolf 
Nilsson. 


@ John Haden, the kettle manufactur- 
er, scored his third win in five years 
when he took the Buxton Trophy at 
Shenstone & District CC’s Buxton Ral- 
ly which was spoilt by heavy rain last 
Saturday. Forty crews turned out for 
the day long exercise which contained 
production car trial sections, slalom and 
autotests as well as the usual naviga- 
tional exercises for the passenger but 13 
crews were excluded for being outside 
maximum lateness when the event con- 
cluded at Northwich. Haden, driving a 
Simca with John Naylor, dropped 568.9 
marks on the 180 mile route and won 
easily from M. Powell (Escort) on 675.9 
penalties. Class winners were: S. 
Wayne (Cooper S), 701.6 penalties and 
D. Lamb (MGB GT), 801.1 penalties. 


@ Final top three places in the Shell- 
Sport League are: 1, York MC, 
3,726pts; 2, Ilkley & Dist, 3,048pts; 3, 
Huddersfield MC, 2,948pts; 4, Track- 
rod MC, 2,452pts; 5, Yorkshire SCC, 
1,944pts. 


@ Following the exclusion of Alan 
Minshaw’s Opel for ride-height irregu- 
larities, the results of the British Radio 
production saloon race at Mallory Park 
on September 25 have been amended as 
follows: ; 
British Radio/iCS Production Saloon Cham- 
pionship race (10 laps): Overall and over 2500cc: 
1, Derrick Brunt (3.0 BMW Si), 10m 45.2s, 
75.25mph; 2, Jock Robertson (2.8 Opel Commodore 
GS/E), 10m 55.8s; 3, David Taylor (3.0 BMW Si), 
10m 56.4s; 4, John Brindley (3.0 BMW Si), 10m 
56.9s. Fastest lap: Brindley, 1m 2.8s, 77.39mph. 
Up to 2500cc: 1, Stuart MacAllan (2.3 Mazda RX3), 
11m 0.4s, 73.59mph; 2, Ron Freeman (2.3 Mazda 
RX3), 11m 1.3s; 3, Tony Hill (2.0 Triumph Dolomite 
Sprint), 11m 2.5s; 4, Eric Cook (Mazda RX2), 11m 
6.7s. Fastest lap: Freeman, 1m 3.2s, 76.90mph. 


@ Last year’s RAC Autocross Champi- 
on Nick Seymour gained a notable class 
win at Castle Howard, smashing the 
class record with his Volnik Special. 


@ Singer Owners Club used Vandervell 
Products car park at Maidenhead last 
Sunday for their Peter Gough/Texaco 
autotest meeting. Best performance of 
the day was put up by Andy Longhurst 
(Cooper) who returned 296.0s. There 
were fairly close finishes in a couple of 
classes. In the first class Paul Cousins 
(Sprite) beat Malcolm Fry (Mini 1275), 
by 2secs while in the next class Roger 
Connor (Peugeot 104) had almost S5secs 
in hand over the Brian Thomas 850 
Mini. 

BTD: A. Longhurst (Cooper), 296.0s. 

Class winners: P Cousins (Sprite), 301.0s; R. 
Connor (Peugeot 104), 317.0s, R. Philpott (Mexico), 
3276s; C. Burnett (Jaguar 3.4), 537.8s; D. Freath 
(Singer Roadster), 567.0s. Novice: Kevin Buley 


(Alvis), 549.4s Beginner: N. George (VW), 497.1s. 
Ladies: Mrs Gwenda Thomas (Mini), 402 8s. 
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After Fallon has T-boned Griffin, Lees (41) arrives on the scene. 


McGarrity’s the boss 


At Mondello Park on September 25, 
Patsy McGarrity won the Texaco Lein- 
ster Trophy for the third time; coming 
through from third row of the grid to 
take the lead on lap 8 and powering off 
into the distance to win most convinc- 
ingly, by 13.2secs. 

The Leinster Club’s Texaco Leinster 
Trophy attracted fourteen entries, but 
non-starters included England’s John 
Walker (March), Derek Shortall, who 
has sold his Chevron B29 to Formula 
Ford and saloon dicer Joey Greenan, 
and modsports exponent Don Kissane, 
programmed to drive a Lola—type and 


vintage unknown. Des Donnelly put 
the Kinnane Modus M3 on pole, and 
Patsy McGarrity was only fifth fastest. 
During a Mondello sorting session on 
the previous day he lost the B39 at 
Duckhams (his favourite corner!) and 
had to borrow an old March rear wing 
from John Smith. This may have upset 
the balance of the car as the rear end 
was too hard in official practice, and he 
took a gamble on untried softer settings 
for the race. Eddie Jordan in the Marl- 
boro March 74B led for two full laps, 
but at the tricky Esso left-hander he lost 
it on lap 3, either brain or brake fade 


ee 41 Ee 


Texaco Leinster Trophy, Formula Atlantic (25 laps): 1, Patsy McGarrity (Chevron B39), 23m 51.6s, 
77.95mph; 2, John Pollock (Chevron B29), 24m 04.6s; 3, Harold McGarrity (Chevron B27), 24m 16.6s; 4, Bill 
Gowdy (Chevron B25), 24m 17.2s; 5, Mike Nugent (Modus M3), 24m 26.6s; 6, Tom O'Leary (Brabham BT40), 
24 laps. Fastest lap: P. McGarrity, 56.2s, 79.43mph. 

Clubmans and Formula Vee (10 laps): 1, Tim Flynn (Scarab Vee), 13m 51.6s, 54.57mph; 2, Richie 
Conroy (Gryphon C73/4), 13m 52.2s; 3, David Maniey (U2 Mk11B), 14m 28.8s; 4, Mick Merrigan (Sheane- 
VW), 14m 29.0s; 5, Ned Dickenson (Sheane-VW), 9 laps; 6, lvan Sheane (Sheane-VW), 9 laps. Fastest lap: 
Conroy, 1m 21.4s, 54.84mph. 

Formula Ford, Heat 1 (10 laps): 1, Gary Gibson (Crosslé 32F), 12m 35.0s, 59.13mph; 2, Vivian Candy 
(Crossié 30F), 12m 37.6s; 3, Trevor Templeton (Crossié 32F), 12m 38.6s: 4, Arnie Black (Crosslé 25F), 12m 
49.6s; 5, Dave Griffin (Royale RP21), 12m 50.0s; 6, Colin Lees (Crossié 32F), 12m 51.0s. Fastest lap: Gibson 
and Candy, 1m 13.4s, 60.82mph. 

Modssaloons (10 laps): 1, Fintan Cunningham (1.3 Mini), 11m 38.6s, 63 9Omph; 2, Mick Dillon (1.3 Mini), 
11m 58.48; 3, John Finn (1.3 Mini), 12m 39.68; 4, Dan Rooney (1.0 imp), 9 laps; 5, Cliff Dempsey (Mini 850), 9 
laps; 6, Colin Craig (Mini 850), 9 laps. Fastest lap: Cunningham, 1m 08.2s, 65. 45mph. Class winners: 
Cunningham and Rooney. 

Formula Ford, Heat 2 (10 laps): 1, Mick Roe (Van Diemen 77), 10m 44.0s, 69.32mph; 2, Ken Acheson 
(Crossié 32F), 10m 44.88; 3, Joey Greenan (Royale RP24), 10m 56.0s; 4, Brian Lennox (Hawke DL19), 11m 
04.0s; 5, Martin Boyle (Lotus 69F), 11m 13.48; 6, Jackie Davidson, Jnr (Crossié S32F), 11m 23.8s. Fastest lap: 
Roe, 1m 03.2s, 70.63mph. 

Modsports (10 laps): 1, Morgan Dempsey (MG Midget), 11m 16.2s, 66.02mph; 2, Harold Hagan (MG 
Midget), 11m 20.0s; 3, Liam Plower (MG Midget), 11m 30.0s; 4, Brian Tuite (MG Midget), 11m 41.6s; 5, Conor 
Nolan (MG Midget), 12m 03.4s; 6, Johnny Butler (MG Midget), 12m 15.6s. Fastest lap: Dempsey, 1m 06.4s, 
67.23mph. 

Prodsaloons (10 laps): 1, Frank O'Rourke (2.8 Opel Commodore coupe GS/E), 12m 31.8s, 59.38mph; 2, 
Ray Moore (2.8 Opel Commodore Coupe GS/E), 12m 47.88; 3, Larry Mooney (1.6 Audi 80 GTE), 13m 11.0s; 
4, Derek Shortall (1.6 Audi 80 GTE), 13m 13.68; 5, Russell Connell (Ford Capri 3000GT), 13m 22.88; 6, Conor 
Linehan (1.6 VW Scirocco), 13m 22.8s. Fastest lap: O'Rourke, 1m 13.4s, 60.82mph. Class winners: 
O'Rourke and Mooney. 

Group 1 Saloons (10 laps): 1, Frank O'Rourke (2.8 Opel Commodore Coupe GS/E), 12m 21.48, 
60.21mph; 2, Larry Mooney (1.6 Audi 80 GTE), 13m 02.2s; 3, Derek Shortall (1.6 Audi 80 GTE), 13m 04.4s; 4, 
Don Kissane (Ford Capri 3000), 9 laps. No other finishers. Fastest lap: O'Rourke, 1m 12.0s, 62.00mph. 

Formula Ford Final (15 laps): 1, Mick Roe (Van Diemen 77), 15m 59.6s, 69.78mph; 2, Ken Acheson 
(Crossié 32F), 16m 01.0s, 3, Gary Gibson (Crossié 32F), 16m 02.6s; 4, Vivian Candy (Crosslé 30F), 16m 
07.2s; 5, Trevor Templeton (Crossié 32F), 16m 16.8s; 6, Arnie Black (Crossié 25F), 16m 22.6s. Fastest lap: 
Roe, Acheson and Candy, 1m 03.2s, 70.63mph. 


Davies for his third 


Alan Davies, the design engineer from 
Welwyn Garden City won the London 
Counties Autocross. Championship for 
the third time in four years at Kneb- 
worth Park, last Sunday when Falcon 
MC staged the last round of the series. 
Davies, who had clinched the title be- 
fore the start of the meeting, scored two 
comfortable class wins to take maxi- 
mum points with his Esso sponsored, 
home prepared Escort 1300 and he ends 
the season with a 66pts total, well ahead 
of the opposition. 

Fifty-eight competitors turned out for 
the final and BTD went to Rod Turner 
(Voodoo) who turned in 128.9s to be 
Ssecs quicker than runner-up David 
Watson (1293 Mini). In this class Barry 
Crump was down to an unaccustomed 
third after problems with his Mini. 

Derek Cleaver rushed off and hid 
from mediocre opposition in the first 
class, for 870 Minis, and with Davies 
heading Roger Finch, in another 1300 
Escort by 5secs, it was cut and dried in 
Class Il. The best clash was next up 
where Alan Nobbs, co-driving Voodoo, 
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just pipped Laurie Manifold (2.1 VW), 
the rear engined cars being thrown in 
with the Specials. The gap was a mere 
0.3sec. 

Dave McDine headed the dozen en- 
tries in the 1-litre Mini class having 
almost lsec in hand over Derek Wed- 
more and in the over 1300 Escort/Ang- 
lia class Dave Stevens headed Brian 
Drake, both in Escorts, by 1.1secs. The 
appearance of a Porsche 2-litre in the 
sports car class upset Ron Johnson’s 
hopes of taking the class on the day and 
in the championship and his Elan ended 
the day 1.7secs down on Colin Haines’ 
German machine. 


BTD: R. Turner (Voodoo Iii), 128.9secs. 

Class winners: D. Cleaver (Mini), 140.0s; A 
Davies (Escort 1300), 136.8s; A. Nobbs (Voodoo I11), 
137.4s; D. McDine (Mini 999), 137.6s; D. Stevens 
(Escort 2 litre), 140.6s; D. Watson (Mini 1299), 
133.8s 

London Counties Championship: winner: Alan 
Davies, 66pts 

Class winners: Tim Frazer (Mini), 32pts; Mike 
Connery (Escort), 25pts; Manifold 34pts; McDine 
28pts; John O'Shea (Escort), 40pts; Steve Pepper 
(Sprite), 51pts; Keith West (Mini), 35pts; Norman 
Bradshaw (Bradbilt), 34pts. 


causing the March to spin while Rich- 
ard Parsons went bouncing over a bank 
in his Chevron B20 and Mike Nugent 
also had to take avoiding action with his 
Modus. 

With the three leading cars out of 
contention, Harold McGarrity was the 
new leader, but he was haying braking 
troubles with his Chevron B27 and on 
lap 8 brother Patsy took the lead at 
Duckhams in his B39. On lap 11, Des 
Donnelly passed Harold to take over 
second spot, but with Patsy consistently 
lapping at under 57secs, the leader was 
building up quite an impressive advan- 
tage. From the back of the grid, John 
Pollock was coming through the field, 
but he took several laps to get past the 
B25 of Bill Gowdy and close on Harold 
McGarrity. Lap 11 saw the retirement 
of Parsons, and Donnelly was out on 
lap 16 with a broken drive shaft. Three 
laps later Pollock passed Harold into 
second place, but he was too far behind 
to make any impression on the winner. 
Harold held on to third place, just 
0.6sec in front of Gowdy, who made his 
effort too late. Nugent recovered to 
finish fifth, making it a virtual ‘Ulster’ 
Leinster Trophy; with Tom O’Leary a 
lap down in sixth with his Brabham 
BT40 and a subdued Jordan completing 
the list of finishers. 

In the opening Clubmans/Vee race, 
English-based Irishman Tim Flynn 
showed the rear end of his little Scarab 
Vee to the clubmans cars of Richie 
Conroy and David Manley. Fintan 
Cunningham led the modsaloons race 
from flag to flag, easily beating the 
similar 1.3 Minis of Mick Dillon and 
John Finn. David Hall’s race ended 
after only three laps, when a bolt 
sheared in the gear linkage and his 1.3 
Imp stuck in second gear. He was 
trailing Cunningham at the time, the 
demon Imp handling badly on wets ona 
drying track. The modsports race was 
equally processional, with Morgan 
‘Dempsey leading Harold Hagan, Liam 
Plower and Brian Tuite in a well spread 
out field. 

Frank O'Rourke dominated both the 
prodsaloons and Group 1 races with his 
Ope! Commodore Coupes. In the pro- 
duction race he was well in front of the 
similar big Opel ‘six’ of Ray Moore, 
and in the up to 1600cc class Larry 
Mooney beat Derek Shortall, both in 
Audi 80 GTE’s. One of the best drives 
of the day was that of Conor Linehan in 
a little VW Scirocco; he pushed Russell 
Connell’s Ford Capri 3000GT all the 
way and almost dead-heated with the 
big Ford on the line, having pulled out 
0.4sec over the 3000 Capri of Des 
McCullough. Group 1 is rather a bore 
in Ireland, and not only is there a 
severe shortage of competitive machin- 
ery to give O’Rourke’s Opel a run for 
it, but only four cars finished and, of 
those, only three went the full 10 laps! 

The first Formula Ford heat was won 
in pouring rain by Gary Gibson 
(Crosslé 32F); and Mick Roe in the 
Derek McMahon Van Diemen 77 took 
the second heat. It was well after six in 
the evening when the final got under 
way, under very dark and threatening 
rain clouds. From the drop of the 
Tricolour Mick Roe established himself 
firmly as the dominant driver, smoking 
the tyres on every lap as he braked very 
late in the Van Diemen for Shell cor- 
ner. Ken Acheson could make no im- 
pression on Roe, but he broke away 
from the similar Crosslé 32F of Gary 
Gibson, and Vivian Candy in the Marl- 
boro Crosslé 30F won his dice with 
Trevor Templeton’s 32F for fourth. 
Arnie Black’s luck changed a little for 
the better and his claimed sixth spot 
with the Dublin Aluminium Crosslé 
25F by 2secs from Mick Clifford’s 32F. 
A lap 8 collision at Shell saw nose cones 
flying, when Dave Griffin broadsided 
his Royale RP21 and was T-boned by P. 
J. Fallon (Crosslé 30F) and Joey 


Greenan retired the Martin Donnelly’ 


Royale RP24 after eleven laps. 


BRIAN FOLEY 


The Laird 
of Hodgmac 


The Hodgmac Tour of Galloway or 
October 1/2 had a rather disappointing 
entry, but the up-and-coming crew: 
who competed and the better-known 
competitors who spectated all agreec 
that this unique rally fills a gap in the 
sport and should become an annual fur 
event. 

The two day route based on Girvar 
was made up of thirty-seven events, 
ranging from special stages on tar, loose 
and grass to slaloms and even autotests 
with no reverse. Scoring was on overal 
positions in each event, and not on 
cumulative times. This called for consis: 
tency throughout as a wrong route on 
an autotest resulted in last place in the 
event. 

John Macmillan’s early lead survivec 
intact when his Escort 1750TC rolled on 
the Drumdow stage where Bobby Wal: 
lace’s similar car had dropped its oil, 
but as the loose surfaces became more 
numerous Stewart Robertson (1292 
Mini) and Tom Laird (1598 Escort) 
closed the gap, until only ten places 
separated the three at the overnigh! 
halt. 

Wallace (1600 Escort) was fastest or 
the first Sunday stage (Barbae) anc 
Mike Land took to the fields at Pin 
more, but the event’s only retiremen! 
so far had been Billy McDicken whos« 
Escort hit a dyke at Farden, his home 
stage. Robertson chose the Newtor 
Stewart autotest to retire leaving the 
fight to new leader Laird, Macmillan 
and Gordon Hunter, who was challeng: 
ing till he hit a tree in Monreith 
Hitching a lift out of the stage on ¢ 
motorcycle, he hit another tree. 

Although Hunter was able to contin. 
ue, Laird had the situation under con 
trol and underlined the point with the 
fastest time up ““Hammy’s Hill’, the 
final stage on a spectacular climb ar. 
ranged by Hammie Hannah. 


1, Tom Laird/Shiela Laird (Escort), Castle Doug 
fas; 2, Gordon Hunter/Sue Middleton (Escort), Ay: 
3, John Macmillan/Jean Macmillan (Escort), May 
bole; 4, Pete Swire (Opel), Blackpool. Team Award 
Gordon Hunter/Bobby Wallace. 


Barry Bowles, the Bushey dragster 
pilot, took his ‘Blonde Bombshell’ 
rocket-powered machine to a new 
British quarter-mile record at Elving- 
ton, near York, on October 1. The 
car is propelled by a Black Knight 
missile capsule, a remnant of the ill- 
fated British space programme. After 
a couple of power failures Bowles 
easily bettered the existing 202mph 
record, leaving it at 218mph having 
topped 231mph on the faster of the 
two .runs. ‘Blonde Bombshell’ burns 
hydrogen peroxide at an astonishing 
rate of one gallon per second which 
certainly means that Barry’s achieve- 
ment did not come cheaply. 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 13, 1977 


Whiting whips Punt 


Although TEAC had attracted a fair 
entry for their final visit of the year to 
Lydden on Sunday, only a handful of 
regular spectators turned up—a pity, 
because those that didn’t missed some 
fine club racing, and even the weather 
was fair. 

The modsports opened the show and 
the immaculate Vickers Midget of 
Geoff Weeks took a decisivé win. Paul 
Howard (TVR Tuscan) stayed with 
Weeks for the first few laps but could 
not maintain the pace, and about the 
same distance back in third place came 
Barry Smith (Turner). 

Interest in the Formula 4 race was 
provided by Neil McBride (Jamun TS), 
having his first ever race. While pole- 
man Eddie Heasell (Brabham BT38C) 
led away, McBride followed Tony 
Mundy (Jamun T8) and slotted into 
third place, as Mike Wilder (Delta 
IRF4) was gobbled up by the field. But 
McBride fell out of bed at Chessons 
next time round and then put in some 
good laps filtering through the field 
until he came up behind Wilder, now in 
third place and promptly spun away his 
chance irrevocably. 

A quick shower of rain fell just 
before the Mini Seven race. As if it 
wasn’t going to be lively enough pole- 
man Richard Hamlyn gave his rivals 
ialf a lap start when his car would not 
fire on the grid and was less than willing 
‘o go with a push. But up front Roy 
Finlay got the best traction and put a 
‘air amount of track between him and 
second man Dennis Humphries. A ter- 
tific dice ensued for the next three 
places between Pete Daniels, Joe Rubie 
ind Bill Booth. Initially Bob Paige was 
there too but he went off early at 
Chessons, and spent the rest of the race 
gradualling climbing up to seventh. 
Meanwhile Richard Hamlyn had been 
‘hreading his way through and started 
he last lap in sixth place taking the 
Daniels/Rubie/Booth battle along Can- 
erbury Straight slotting into a fine third 
dosition. 

In the TEAC Formula Ford Cham- 
sionship race much of the action oc- 
turred on the first lap. Peter Hodgman 
‘Crosslé 25F) made a terrific start from 
he third row to dispute the lead with 
Tony Howard (30F) but at the Elbow 
1e tangled with poleman Cliff Davies 
Hawke DL15) and both were out. 
[hen Tony Howard went straight off at 
he hairpin and in the confusion several 
sthers were hampered. At the end of 
he lap Gary Coward (Van Diemen 
3F76) and Richard Bacon (Palliser 
WDF2) held the advantage and they 
inished in that order but were never far 
ipart. Chris Springham (Royale RP21) 
ind Graham Fuller (RP24) diced for 
hird place until they, too, tangled at 
he Elbow and only Fuller carried on 
vhile Howard (remember him?) 
limbed up to fill fourth place. 

Roy Marsh (1.0 Mini) started right at 
he back of the full grid of special 
aloons but by dint of some incredible 
jrass track stuff was up to third by the 
ime they had reached Chessons, Eddie 
AcLurg (850 Imp) and Mike Scott (1.0 
‘ord Anglia), who had both been on 
ow one, filled the first two places with 
UicLurg’s smaller engined car drawing 
way until backmarkers allowed Scott 
o maximise his effort during their 
fighth lap. Graham White (1.0 Mini) 
tad veered onto the inside grass coming 
wut of Pits Bend, over-corrected and 
ried the‘‘wall of death” routine on the 
wtside only to finish upside down at 
he edge of the track. With McLurg and 
icott due in less than a few seconds, the 
clerk of the Course instantly decided to 
top the race, in view of the possible 
njury to White, a wise move. Luckily 
White climbed out none the worse for 
tis ordeal but the car was wrecked. 
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For some reason the National 
Formula Vee contenders were given 
fifteen laps and it wasn’t very inspiring 
either as the slower cars struggled 
round. Only six cars remained on the 
same lap and when the smoke screen 
had lifted we found that Tim Flynn 
(Scarab) had finished first with Dave 
Greenwood (Scarab) second and the 
1977 Champion, and Mark Goddard 
(McNamara) third. 

In contrast an exciting field collected 
for the final race of the day for the 


larger capacity special saloons. Nick 
Whiting (3.4 Ford Escort) making an all 
too rare appearance at Lydden natural- 
ly held pole position, with Edward Punt 
(2.0 Ford Escort BDG) and Brian Da- 
vis (2.0 Ford Escort RS) alongside. The 
margin of nearly half a minute by which 
Whiting won was rather more than*was 
strictly friendly for a return visit, 
though. The immaculate yellow ma- 
chine simply screaming away from Punt 
and Davis. Alan Humberstone (1.3 Imp 
Ford) held off Steve Pengelly (1.3 Mini) 
for class honours and everyone else was 
lapped, albeit still dicing away seeming- 
ly unaware of Whiting’s presence at 


times. 
PAUL HARMER 
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Modsports (10 laps): 1, Geoff Weeks (1.4 MG Midget), 8m 18.8, 72.17 mph; 2, Paul Howard (1.9 TVR); 3, 
Barry Smith (1.5 Turner Mk2); 4, John Baggott (1.3 MG Midget); 5, Nige! Pratten (1.3 MG Midget). Class 
winners; Weeks and Baggott, Fastest laps: Weeks 48.7, 73.92 mph and Baggott 53.1, 67.78 mph. 

Formula 4 (10 laps): 1, Eddie Heasell (1.0 Brabham BT38C) 8m 10.8, 73.35 mph; 2, Tony Mundy (1.3 
Jamun T8), 3, Mike Wilder (1.0 Deita IRF); 4, Max Samuel-Camps (1.0 Brabham BT38); 5, Neil McBride (1.3 
Jamun T5); 6, Keith Hatton (1.0 GRD). Fastest lap: Wilder, 47.0, 76.60 mph. 

TEAC Miniseven Formula (10 laps): 1, Roy Finlay, 10m 13.7, 58.66 mph; 2, Dennis Humphries; 3, Richard 
Hamlyn; 4, Joe Rubie; 5, Peter Daniels; 6, Bill Booth. Fastest lap: Bob Paige, 58.1, 61.96 mph. 

TEAC Formula Ford (10 laps): 1, Gary Coward (Van Diemen-Scholar RF76) 8m 43.1, 68.95 mph; 2, 
Richard Bacon (Palliser Minister WDF2); 3, Graham Fuller (Royale-Minister RP24); 4, Tony Howard (Crosslé 
Minister 30F); Fastest lap: Bacon, 50.5, 71.29 mph. 

Special Saloons (Up to 1000cc) (7 laps): 1, Eddie McLurg (850 Hillman Imp) 6m 07.7, 68.53 mph; 2, Mike 
Scott (1.0 Ford Anglia); 3, Roy Marsh (1.0 Mini); 4, Bev Comber (1.0 Mini); 5, Barry Barnes (1.0 Mini); 6, 
Graham White (1.0 Mini). Class winners: McLurg and Scott. Fastest laps: Up to 850cc. McLurg 50.8, 70.87 
mph. 851—1000cc: Scott 50.6, 71.15 mph. Race st at seven | 

National Formula Vee Championship (15 laps): 1, Tim Flynn (1.3 Scarab), 12m 28.4, 72.15 mph; 2, Dave 
Greenwood (1.3 Scarab); 3, Mark Goddard (1.3 McNamara); 4, David Lawrence (1.3 Austro 74V). Fastest 
lap: Flynn and Greenwood, 48.4, 74.38 mph 

Special Saloons (10 laps): 1, Nick Whiting (3.4 Ford Escort) 7m 40.9, 78.11 mph; 2, Edward Punt (2.0 Ford 
Escort BDG); 3, Brian Davis (2.0 Ford Escort RS); 4, Alan Humberstone (1.3 Imp-Ford); 5, Steven Pengelly 
(1.3 Mini Cooper S); 6, John Davies (1.3 Mini Cooper S). Fastest lap: Whiting, 44.6, 80.72 mph. Up to 
1300ce: 1, Humberstone 8m 20.1, 70.93 mph; 2, Pengelly, 3, Davies. Fastest lap: Pengelly, 49.1, 73.32 mph. 


be 


With the main contenders elsewhere the northern fraternity gathered at Crossth- 
waite on Sunday for the second round of the ShellSport Northern Trials 
Championship. The ten hills were laid out in a beautiful grassy open valley by 


Westmorland MC and tackled four times. 


Robin Jager immediately asserted his authority with a first round score of eight 
ahead of Keith Butterfield on 12 and championship leader Eric Eadon on 17 with 
Ken Underwood, John Southern and David Morris just behind. Further down the 
field Steven Blair and Andrew Ludlam piloted their weird machine in a 
remarkably effective manner while, at the tail, were father and son—Martin and 
Brian Jackson (in their first ever Trial) sharing what must be described as a 
Special Special! (above). They were going round with Bill Rhodes who had to 
miss the final few hills in his Minstrel when a stub axle broke and a front wheel 
parted company from the rest of the machine. 

At lunch Jager had pulled well clear of the bunch and Eadon had overtaken 
Butterfield when the Cannon driver ran over some markers by mistake. 
Underwood was firmly established in fourth place while Morris was in fifth spot 
but shortly to drop back behind Southern again. And so it went on with Jager 
gradually extending his lead to finish 40 points clear of second man Eadon. 
Nevertheless Eadon maintains his lead in the championship but by only one point 
from the Facksimile driver with Butterfield just behind. 

1, Robin Jager/Betty Sheldon (Facksimile), 51pts; 2, Eric Eadon/Barry Webster (Eadon), 91; 3, Keith 


Butterfield/Joyce Butterfield (Cannon), 121; 4, Ken Underwood/Margaret Underwood (Chitty), 138; 5, 
John Southern/Fred Southern (Nymph), 145; 6, David Morris/Ann Morris (Facksimile), 153. 


Lee: class of his own 


Barry Lee was the star of Saturday’s 
Burton Performance Centre Hot Rod 
Grand Prix at Wimbledon when he 
completely outclassed the rest of the 
field to win by over four laps. From the 
Le Mans-type start Lee was half a lap 
ahead by the time the second man had 
left the pits. A major feature of the race 
would be the compulsory pitstop at 
which two mechanics would change 
both a wheel and a spark plug. Gordon 
Bland made up time here with a light- 
ning 48secs stop compared with Lee's 
Im 14s delay. However, Bland was 
unable to make up lost ground and 
eventually succumbed to a series of 
spins. 


Lee mastered the tricky wet condi- 
tions in his customary style, committing 
only one slight error near the end when 
he tried to outbrake a backmarker at 
turn one and slid perilously close to the 
debris fence. Chris Gautrey was second 
overall in his Escort ahead of Roy 
Cook. Such was the professionalism of 
the Burton team that Lee’s black 
RS2000-bodied machine was cleaned in 
time for his victory lap as the crowd 
cheered their hero after another accom- 
plished win. Other drivers to shine on 
the night included Martin Foster and 
June Tomlinson (white tops) and John 
Cartwright from the other grades. 


Norrie’s 
best ever 
for series 


The MGCC held the final round of the 
Scottish Sprint Championship at Inglis- 
ton on September 25. A heavy shower 
of rain just before the first runs made a 
fiasco of them. The greasy track provid- 
ing some lurid spins but rather slow 
times. The track dried out for the - 
second runs, however, and Norrie Gal- 
braith (Clydesdale Retreads Mallock) 
recorded his best ever time (105.9s) and 
secured the championship. 

David Kay flew round in his Stilletto 
taking the up to 1000cc road saloons 
class with 135.2 from a hard chasing 
Harry Simpson (Imp) only 1.8sec be- 
hind. Mike Wakefield Brand had an 
easy win in the amalgamated 1001- 
1300ce Road Saloons, up to 1300cc 
Road Sports cars and Vintage cars 
class. His Uniflo Mini Cooper S 
scooped up the Agra Engineering 
Championship class award with 149.3 
points and a discardable time of 130.9. 
Second in class went to the first Midget 
home piloted by David Hall who man- 
aged 138.3. 

Gordon Bruce (Viva) compounded 
his second overall in the Championship 
by taking the over 1300cc Sportstune 
Accessories road saloons class with 
128.2 to second placed man Bill Lord’s 
130.5. Bill Thompson’s ATS Imp put 
together a very rapid run in 117.8 to 
take the up to 1000cc Special Saloons 
class, despite a couple of moments at 
the Hairpin on his first run. Ricky 
Gauld, with quite a lot of Ingliston 
races under his belt came in a close- 
fought second in his Stiletto in 118.4. 

William Watt continued his run of 
sprinting successes in his cumbersome 
Viva. His time of 118.3 was over 2secs 
clear of the Mini of Ian Tulloch. Watt 
also secures the championship class 
with a staggering 159.3 points to nearest 
man, Tullochs’s 107.0. 

Tom McMillan took his friend’s 
shared Lotus 7 to a class win in the over 
1300cc Road Sports cars. His time of 
126.4 was 2.3secs clear of usual class 
victor Ian Robertson in his immaculate 
black Elan, the Lotus 7 owner finishing 
some way behind in third. Robertson, 
however, is the clear winner of the Bill 
Mitchell Tyres class. ; 

Galbraith dominated the amalgamat- 
ed Jasper Knitting Wools modsports 
and clubmans class, the rather untidy 
but nonetheless quick Mallock:U2 tak- 
ing the class in a time of 105.9. McMil- 
lan made a quick change of cars and 
came out again, this time in his Mal- 
lock, and took second place in 114.3. 

Ted Dzierzek brought his F2 Ensign 
out for its usual BTD, and on the last 
run of the day, recorded 103.9 with a 
smooth and unflustered drive. Les 
Jones motored round in his neat little 
Vixen to take a well-deserved win in the 
Neil Ferguson & Sons amalgamated 
racing cars class, with a personal best of 


114.7. 

Championship: 1, Norrie Galbraith (Mallock U2), 
178.9pts; 2, Gordon Bruce (Viva), 166.8; 3, Bill Lord 
(RS2000), 161.8; 4, William Watt (Viva), 159.3; 5, 
Mike Wakefield-Brand (Mini), 149.3. 

Top five FTD awards: 1,Ted Dzierzek (Ensign), 
75pts; 2, Norrie Galbraith (Mallock), 66; 3, Russell 
Paterson (Chevron), 47; 4, Tom McMillan (Mallock), 
42; 5, Les Jones (Vixen) 42. 

Class winners: Road Saloons up to 1000cc, lan 
Gardener; 125.5pts; 1001-1300cc, Mike Wakefield- 
Brand, 149.3; over 1300cc, Bill Lord, 161.8; Special 
Saloons up to 1000cc, Ricky Gauld, 145.1; over 
1001cc, William Watt, 159.3; Road Sports cars up to 
1300cc, Alistair Carr, 96.6; over 1300cc, lan Robert- 
son, 99.1; Clubman’s Sports Racing & GT, Tom 
McMillan: 109.7; Racing cars up to 1100cc, Les 
Jones, 135.6; over 1101cc, Ted Dzierzek, 131.0; 
Jaguar Production Cars, Allan McGregor, 94.6; All 
Vintage Cars, Brian Hopkins, 25pts (different scoring 


| system). 
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End of good season (Harrison has Bath 


What has generally been an eventful 
Ulster racing season finished on Octo- 
ber 1 on the same sort of note with the 
Formula Ford race providing the dra- 
ma—almost too much drama. this 
time—and the Atlantics some extreme- 
ly close and somewhat unexpected 
racing. 

The Formula Ford entry was without 
two of its stars when Trevor Templeton 
and Ken Acheson decided-not to pur- 
sue their battle for the ‘Irish News” 
Championship—with Acheson an odds- 
on favourite anyway-—and went off to 
Silverstone instead. However, Gary 
Gibson, Mike Phillips and Joe Greenan 
soon demonstrated that they could put 
on as close a race as anyone and for 
eight laps could not have circulated at 
closer quarters. Then, on lap nine, 
Phillips touched Greenan at the entry 
to Debtors Dip where even the FFs 
must be doing well over 100 and the 
white Crosslé 30F went into a horribly 
spectacular sideways roll, crashing up- 
side down on the tarmac and rolling end 
over end several times on the grass. 
Three wheels were ripped off in this 
savage accident but remarkably the 
strong Crosslé chassis was virtually un- 
damaged and an incredibly lucky Phil- 
lips emerged completely unscathed. 
Later in the day this tough young man 
borrowed Garry Gibson’s car for the FF 
Invitation race and put in an even 
quicker lap than he had managed in his 
own car. 

The race was stopped after this 
frightening accident and restarted to 
complete the balance of the 20 laps but 
without Greenan whose Royale RP24 
suffered a broken front upright. In a 
subdued atmosphere Gibson had no 
trouble winning but Colin Lees (Crosslé 
32F) showed a good turn of speed to 
take second after a challenge by Jackie 
Davidson (Junior) had evaporated in a 
predictable spin at the Hairpin. 

There was an excellent entry of ten 
evenly matched cars in the Formula 
Atlantic race with Joe Greenan making 
his debut in the ex-McGarrity/Shortall 
Chevron B29 and John Pollock making 
a welcome return in a Brabham BT40 
of somewhat uncertain parentage while 
Patsy McGarrity was a lonely eighth on 
the grid after a wet practice. On pole 
was Des Donnelly’s Modus from Rich- 
ard Parsons’ antique Chevron B20 with 


Greenan next. From the start the field 
circulated in a tight train but the real 
surprise was the leader Parsons. On a 
wet practice track his good form was 
not unexpected but in a bone-dry race it 
was something different. Donnelly was 
second with Greenan, John Eastwood 
and Bill Gowdy close behind and the 
McGarritys, Patsy and Harold seeming- 
ly right out of it. Pollock was an early 
retirement but Parsons continued to 
lead—and lead! 

In fact he stayed in front for 12 laps 
until Donnelly’s pressure told and he 
went wide at Colonial One losing about 
five places. Donnelly now seemed in 
command of the situation but suddenly 
on lap 14 he slowed coming into the 
Hairpin and was out with a broken 
selector. All the while Patsy McGarrity 
was quietly creeping up the field and it 
was almost unnoticed that he took the 
lead on Donnelly’s demise. One has 
grown so used to his crafty tactics that it 
was somehow inevitable that he should 
be in front at the chequered flag—as 
indeed he was with Billy Gowdy second 
and John Eastwood third. 

By comparison with those two races 
the rest of the programme was quiet. 
After being set back by an early spin 
Frank O’Rourke (Opel Commodore) 
easily won the Production Saloon event 
but Maurice Hassard (Mazda RX3), 
Laurence Davison (Capri 3000) and 
Hamish Irvine (Dolomite) had a good 
battle for second place. Irvine eventual- 
ly fell out leaving Hassard to just get 
the better of Davison’s incredibly 
smoky Capri which looked all season as 
if it was just about to blow up. 

The final non-handicap race of the 
day combined a wide variety of classes 
including modsports, modified saloons 
and FIA Group I saloons. Here the 
main interest lay in the meeting of Ian 
Woodside and Harold Hagan in their 
indentical Midgets. As expected the 
pair soon joined in an intensely close 
struggle until about the halfway point 
when Hagan went straight on at Colo- 
nial One and dropped nearly to the 
back of the field. Later on in the open 
Handicap the same pair met with exact- 
ly the same result. After Hagan’s off, 
Woodside toured round to win easily. 


ESLER CRAWFORD 


Modsports and saloons (10 laps): 1, lan Woodside (MG Midget), 11m 52.8s, 77.14mph; 2, Bobby 
McCutcheon (1293 Mini), 12m 16.0s; 3, Bertie Law (Magnum), 12m 28.6s; 4, Phil Sparkes (Mazda RX3), 12m 
29.6s. Fastest lap: Harold Hagan (Midget), 1m 08.0s, 80.86mph. 

Formula Ford (20 laps): 1, Gary Gibson (Crossié 32F), 22m 13.0s, 82.50 mph; 2, Colin Lees (Crossié 32F), 
22m 26.8s, 3, Jackie Davidson (Crosslé 32F), 22m 37.2s, 4, Tom Bryne (Crossié 20F), 22m 42.2s. Fastest 


lap: Gibson, 1m 04.2s, 85.64mph 


Production Saloons (15 laps): 1, Frank O'Rourke (Opel Commodore), 19m 17.8s, 71.23mph; 2, Maurice 
Hassard (Mazda RX3), 19m 27.8s; 3, Laurence Davison (Capri 3000), 19m 27.8s; 4, Roy Campbell (Mazda 
RX3), 19m 41.8s. Fastest lap: O'Rourke, 1m 14.6s, 73.70mph 

Formula Atlantic (20 laps): 1, Patsy McGarrity (Chevron B39), 19m 6.6s, 95.91mph; 2, Billy Gowdy 
(Chevron B28), 19m 07.2s; 3, John Eastwood (Chevron B29), 19m 09.8s; 4, Richard Parsons (Chevron B20), 
19m 10.4s. Fastest lap: McGarrity and Gowdy, 56.0s, 98.18mph. 

Formula Ford Invitation Handicap (10 laps): 1, lvan Robinson (Crossié 25F), 11m 17.28s, 81.19mph; 2, 
Nat Ferguson (Crosslé 30F), 11m 26.6s; 3, Mike Phillips (Crossié 32F), 11m 38.6s; 4, Dennis McGall (Crossié 
30F), 11m 38.8s. Fastest lap: Phillips, 1m 05.6s, 83.82mph 


Success for new course 


Pembrokeshire MC's new 1} mile per- 
manent sprint course made its debut 
last Sunday when 54 competitors turned 
out at Talbenny. The new course, 
which includes straights of sufficient 
length for the fastest cars to show their 
potential, but also has some tricky sec- 
tions, received favourable comment. 
There will probably be three events 
next year. 

David Morris brought along his Mo- 
sign 001 to put up fastest time through 
the speed trap at 114mph but he was 
beaten into third spot for BTD, Alan 
Humphries (March 762) having the 
honour in 138.03s. 

Elwyn Evans, a front runner in the 
Welsh Speed Championship, took the 
first class of the day in his 3-litre Capri 
beating Monty Belton’s Mexico by 
3secs. Peter Vaughan duly took the 
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second class in his Mini beating Main 
Williams in a Cooper by 3secs and John 
Meredith of hillclimb fame paralysed a 
poor class by 8secs and went through 
the speed trap in his Mini at 100mph. 

Best scrap of the meeting was the 
struggle between the Lotus Elans of 
Robbie O’Brien and Roger Ducroq- 
Slip. They were only 0.7sec apart. Stu- 
art Watts in his Elan survived a moment 
when he punctured a tyre at high speed 
and smote the rallycross circuit banking 
a hefty bang but his car was not too 
badly damaged. 


BTD: A. Humphries (March 762), 138 03s. 

Class winners: E Evans (Capri), 1775s; P 
Vaughan (Mini), 160.4s; J. Meredith (Mini), 153.4s 
R OBrien (Elan), 171.3s; E Preece (Midget), 
168 8s; S. Watts (Elan), 168.5s: T. Westwood (Mal- 
lock U2), 141.3s; N. Rees (Barnet FJ). 166 8s: T 
Williams (March 762), 139.1s. Ladies: Mrs Maureen 
Watts (Elan), 184 3s. 


The RAC and _ Semperit/BTRDA 
Championship contenders gathered at 
Lypiatt Park near Bath on Sunday. for 
the Bristol LCC promoted Roy Feddon 
Trial. The event was back in the-calen- 
dar after a gap last year when it was 
cancelled due to torrential rain. 

Eight hills had been set out which 
were tackled once before lunch. After 
the interval one of the hills was 
scrubbed when Dennis Allen nearly 
inverted his car when leaving the sec- 
tion. So in the afternoon there were just 
two rounds of seven hills each. Most of 
these were on rocky muddy terrain but 
two were on grassy spoil heap so popu- 
lar with the Peterborough Rent-a-Hill 
types. 

After the first round there was the 
intriguing situation of a three way tie on 
2 between Tony Harrison, Gordon 
Jackson and Julian Fack with John 
Hopkins on 5 and Ivor Portlock 6. Jack 
Pearce was well down at this point 
mainly due to clouting a marker on the 
hill which was scrubbed in the after- 
noon. So the sixth place on the leader- 


board was taken by a much improved 
Hugh Pollard. 

In the second circuit the three leaders 
all fell away as Hopkins scorched round 
clear but he was to blow it at the end 
with a terrible 13 in the final round. 
Harrison had a lot of ones and dropped 
6 points to fall to second equal with 
Fack who had the same trouble. Jack- 
son dropped even further back with an 
8 and was only just in front of Portlock 
who was on 11. Pearce had crept up a 
little with a round of 3. 

On the final circuit with Hopkins and 
Fack both dropping back, it was Harri- 
son who held on to finish one point in 
front of Jackson who was in turn four 
points in front of Pearce. Pollard fin- 
ished a fine sixth well ahead of Portlock 
who had a disastrous final round. 


1, Tony Harrison/Peggy Harrison (Kincraft), 11pts; 
2, Gordon Jackson/Tony Le Gras (Ibex), 12; 3, Jack 
Pearce/Brenda Pearce (Kincraft), 16; 4, John Hop- 
kins/Peter Mitchem (Ibex), 18; 5, Julian Fack/Meg 
Marrion (impunity), 19; 6, Hugh Pollard/Richard 
Parsons (Jabs), 23; 7, Lee Chappell/Lindsay Chap- 
pell (Ibex), 25; 8B, Dennis Allen/Joyce Allen (Kincratt), 
27. 


The hectic autocross championship, sponsored by The Journal and organised by 
the ANECCC came to its conclusion last Sunday when Hexham & District CC 
attracted 57 competitors to Heddon on the Wall for their Proudfoot Solid Fuels 
sponsored meeting. The weather caused the course to cut up badly in places and, 
with one exception, there was very little in the way of excitement in the closeness of 
the competition. The exception was in the over 1-litre Mini as many times before 
this year where Harry Horn again inflicted defeat on Trevor Olds in the 1500 Mini 
v 1293 Mini struggle. The margin was 0.8sec but for once Gordon Leeming was 
sadly behind this battling pair. The remaining five class winners all scored 
sizeable wins varying from eight to 34secs and Dominic Buckley (above) set BTD 
with his 2.1-litre Escort to take the championship in style in its third year. 


BTD: D. Buckley (Escort), 4m 44.2s. Class winners: S. Kellett (Mini), 5m 25.4s; R. Ford (Mini), 5m 
14.4s; H. Horn (Mini), 4m 56.4s; J. Blythe (Escort), 5m 4.8s; J. Woodman (Escort), 5m 9.6s; A. Conley 
(Avenger), 5m 29.2s; Mrs E. Eagleton (Escort), 5m 3.8s. ANECCC/Journal Championship: 1, Buckley, 
85pts; 2, Olds, 80pts; 3, Leeming, 7Opts; 4, Horn, 54pts 


Champion cultivator 


Audrew Smith, the former Scottish Au- 
tocross Champion, has always done the 
Aberdeen and District MC proud by 
cultivating Autocross fields and, al- 
though the field at Pitcaple used on 
September 18, was not the best, it was 
pretty good by most standards. 

Three of the corners on the George 
Robinson-devised circuit cut up pretty 
badly, and one had a fairly massive 
yump, but racing still proved to be 
entertaining. 

Henry Sinclair and George Jack 
came south from Thurso and Wick, and 
returned with first and second places 
overall. Sinclair took his Mini to FTD, 
but during the additional knock-out 
competition the rear suspension col- 
lapsed, and Jack struggled across the 
finish line with the front wheel of his 
JDS Mk! special hanging off. 

Third overall was David Gillanders in 
his immaculate English of Bourne- 
mouth RS2000. By winning his class 
David became ‘Press and Journal” 
Speed Champion this year. However, 
he was very unlucky not to win the 
knockout at the end. 

Graham Neish was really flying in his 


racing engined Imp, but he came up 
against Dougie Riach in his Precision 
Engine Services Imp, and the latter 
found a little extra to come from behind 
and win the class during the second 
runs. In the sports car class the Scot 
Catering and Offshore Services Dav- 
rian of Graeme Mowat and Derek Rus- 
sell took first and second places, but 
finished the day with radiator problems 
and the engine all but falling out. 

Dave McGregor’s Medway Racin, 
Developments Mini retired during the 
knockout when the clutch exploded and 
Farmer Smith, who had been exper- 
iencing fan belt problems, finally re- 
tired his turbocharged Honda Civic 
with engine bothers. 


JACK DAVIDSON. 


1, renry Sinclair* (Mini), 112.13sec; 2, George 
Jack* (JDS Mk1 Special), 116.92; 3, David Gil- 
landers* (Escort RS 2000), 117.11; 4, Dave McGre- 
gor (Mini), 117.77; 5, Alistair Roy (Avenger GT), 
119.10; 6, George Smith (Escort TC), 119.14; 7, 
Peter Oag (Mini), 119.64; 8, David Campbell (Sod- 
buster Special), 120.87; 9 Roger Fisher (Fiat 128 
3p), 122.19; 10, Colin Valentine (Escort Sport), 
123.46 
* class winners: Graeme Mowat (Davrian), 123.83; 
Doug Riach (Hillman Imp), 123.80; William Cameron 
(Cooper), 127.26 
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sportscard! 


TVR BTD 
in Cheshire 


A large crowd, estimated at roughly 
4000, watched Liverpool MC’s auto- 
cross near Ellesmere Port, Cheshire, 
last weekend when the local Round 
Table joined the club to raise funds for 
aid to deaf children. Howard Murray 
(TVR Tuscan) was the man of the day 
thundering round in 2m 37.1s on his 
second run to beat Brian Betteridge 
(VW) by almost 1sec, the Midlander 
only getting in one run thanks to a 
faulty gearbox. 

Combining the three entries in the 
specials and up to 1300 front engined 
rwd class produced a very close result 
with Ian Semple (Escort) beating Alan 
Woodhouse (Grotbox) by 0.1sec. The 

* 850 Minis were led home by Philip West 
who beat Martin Bell by a couple of 
seconds and the 1-litre class fell to Peter 
Saunders who beat Peter Futers by 
3secs. The big Escort class went to 
Peter Hamlett in his 1760 version which 
was just over lsec quicker than the 2- 
litre version of Malcolm Kellock and 
the big engined Mini class went to 
David Stott (1380 Mini) who headed 
Dennis Atkinson by 1.2secs. 

Among the eight rally cars David 
Baines came out on top in his Escort 
TC heading Mike Spray (Cooper) by 
almost 1sec while Mrs Lesley Cowcill 
was not very far away in third in her 
Escort. Among the 11 standard cars the 
TR7 of Mike Offley inflicted a rare 
defeat on the Audi 80 of John Gran- 


ville, the margin being 0.2sec. 

BTD: H. Murray (TVR Tuscan), 2m 37.1s. 

Class winners: P. West (Mini), 2m 49.6s; | 
Semple (Escort), 2m 46.4s; B. Betteridge (VW), 2m 
38.0s; P. Saunders (Mini), 2m 48.2s; P. Hamlett 
(Escort), 2m 46.0s; D. Stott (Mini), 2, 38.8s; D. 
Baines (Escort TC), 2m 52.9s; M. Offley (Triumph 
TR7), 2m 56.3s. 


MGCC well 
supported 


As one might have expected, the classes 
at the MGCC Wiscombe hillclimb on 
September 24 showed a predominance 
of the marque. The first class (for 
Vintage and MMM _ unsupercharged 
MGs) fell easily to Len Bull’s MGJ2, 
while the similar supercharged class saw 
a tie between John Adam’s PA and the 
PB of A. Miles. George Edney’s pre- 
war TB took a neat win in the standard 
T types class while Dave Greenway’s 
modsports Sprite was 4secs clear (on 
57.0) in the class for ‘Spridgefires’ fol- 
lowed by the Midgets of Martin Neal 
and Jenny Vowden. The MGA class 
was hotly contested as usual and saw a 
win for Mike Walker whilst the MGB 
class went to Paul Richardson. 

Regular driver of a March F2 car in 
hillclimbs, David Franklin, forsook this 
car for a day to drive his road-going 
MGB V8 in the class for MGB V8s, 
MGCs and modded Bs, but he was 
pipped for the class win by the neatly 
driven V8 of rally driver Brian Field. 

Arthur Vowden’s well tweaked 
Midget comfortably took the 1500cc 
road sports car class with a run of 58.5. 
Only 0.1sec faster was the winner of the 
next class—Brian Gilmore in his early 
Morgan +4; while the largest class went 
to Paul Channon’s immaculate AC 
Cobra. The only serious accident of the 
day occurred in this class when Andy 
Duncan’s Morgan +8 charged into the 
bank and was badly damaged (thankful- 
ly the driver was OK). The saloon car 
class saw a clear win for M. Cannon’s 
race prepared Cooper ‘S’ whilst the 
single seater class saw a fine battle for 
BTD between Dave Lea’s Brabham 
BT14 and Andy Fraser’s BT35 which 
was finally resolved in favour of the 
former. 
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Willie Green (16)—in front for 9.9 laps—lost out to Richard Bond. 


Bond’s last lap leap 


Two highly exciting races at the end of 
the programme saved from the dol- 
drums an Aston Martin Owners’ Club 
meeting which for much of October 2 
matched the grey and chilly Brands 
Hatch weather. It was a long wait for 
thrills in an eight-race programme 
which started late and got later as the 
day wore on, generally lacking the 
sparkle of previous AMOC meetings 
seen at Brands this season and last. 

Mike Salmon ensured that the day 
began well for the organising club by 
winning an Aston/Ferrari/Jaguar chal- 
lenge in Viscount Downe’s Aston Pro- 
ject 212. Safely behind, the next two 
places were taken by Jaguar XK120s 
driven by Dave Preece and John Harp- 
er, but they were no match for the 1962 
car. Peter Millward (365 GT4BB) was 
fourth in the fastest of three roadgoing 
Ferraris in the field. 

Following this race came an outing 
for 16 pre-war Aston Martins, many of 
them with very famous histories. Firm 
favourite and eventual winner was John 
Freeman’s Spa Special, but the star of 
the race was Bill Elwell-Smith, who 
spun his Le Mans LM10 to the back of 
the field at Paddock on the opening lap 
and drove up to fourth place by the 
end, setting fastest lap on his way. 

The penultimate round of the Kent 
Messenger Formula Ford series brought 
us back to earth with a bump, or rather 
a series of bumps on the first lap which 
helped KM champion Tony Halliwell to 
improve still further on his already 
impregnable championship position, 
three of the five quickest cars in the 
field dropping out with less than half a 
lap covered. Behind Halliwell’s Van 
Diemen, Paul Sleeman brought his 
Crosslé through to a well earned second 
having clawed his way past Kim Furner 
(Royale) and Peter Lawrence (Royale). 
A long way back came fifth and sixth 
men Bernard Lingard (Wimhurst/Pal- 
liser) and Paul Pierce (Dastle). 

The two Jaguars seen in event one, 
now driven by John Harper and David 
Ham, were plenty quick enough to see 
off the rest in the Thoroughbred race, 
John Chatham's Healey 100/6 being the 
only other car capable of staying in 
touch. Reg Woodcock’s TR3 went bang 
in a big way after reaching fourth, 
which left the Elvas of Jeremy Trace 
and Ken Heywood to squabble over the 
place. Trace led most of the way until 
Heywood nipped past in traffic on lap 
six, but Trace took over again at Druids 
on lap nine and massed backmarkers 
prevented Heywood having another go. 
He needn't have worried, because a 
10secs jumped start penalty demoted 
Trace to fifth in the final reckoning. 

The meeting began to come alive 
with the arrival of newcomer David 
Ellis (V8), Robin Hamilton (V8) and 
Win Percy (DBS) on the back of the 
grid for a handicap event for standard 
Aston Martins. Even allowing for the 
usual mysteries of handicap events the 
results seem odd, but this was far from 


our minds as the terrible trio hurled 
their heavy cars around in awe-inspiring 
fashion. Ellis led most of the way from 
the hard-trying Percy, but after a three- 
abreast arrival at Clearways in the mid- 
dle of a bunch of backmarkers on lap 
nine, Percy emerged ahead of Hamil- 
ton, and Ellis was left kicking himself a 
few yards back. 

The fastest cars in the final round of 
the AFN Championship for Group 2 
Historic Sports Cars were to be found 
among the rear-engined sports racers, 
but Mike Salmon caused some embar- 
rassment in their ranks by taking his 
Aston Martin 212 to an excellent third 
behind the Lotus 23s of David Dawson 
and Brian Cocks. Mike Wood was a 
chastened fourth in his Elva Mk7. The 
most serious accident of the day oc- 
curred in this race when Cyril Baxter 
spun and stalled his Marcos at a blind 
spot just past the apex of Surtees. Poor 
Barry Sidery-Smith (MGB) couldn't 
avoid clouting the Marcos and Brewster 
Righter (Cobra) only just avoided run- 
ning amok among the marshals drag- 
ging the stricken Marcos out of the way. 
A long delay after the race was neces- 
sary while the wood-based Marcos was 
dismantled and its back axle cut away 
before it could be moved. 


(Jaguar) at the back. This unusual state 
of affairs occurred because Pinckney, 
fourth reserve, was an uncertain starter 
until the last moment. By the end of lap 
three he was in third place behind Bob 
Meacham (Jaguar) and Mike Bennion 
(Zephyr) and he quickly moved up to 
seize the lead at Graham Hill Bend on 
lap nine. That appeared to be that, but 
there was a lot of backmarker traffic to 
be negotiated on the final lap, and 
Meacham dived through an apparently 
impossible gap at Clearways for the last 
time and won by a length. In the crush, 
Peter Trent spun his Jaguar and lost a 
lot of ground. Andy McLennan (A35) 
was a triumphant class-winning fourth, 
while Judy Andreason won the custom- 
ary fight against husband Roger for 2- 
litre class honours. 

Richard Bond (Lola) had pole posi- 
tion for the final of the BAT Group 4 
Historic Sports Championship, but Wil- 
lie Green made the best start and 
moved over smartly to block Bond out. 
Although the Lola would come right up 
on Green’s shoulder on the straights, 
the GT40 held a secure-looking advan- 
tage until the last few yards of the race. 
Green moved out wide to prevent a 
Bond passing attempt at Clearways on 
the last lap, but the Lola driver then 
switched inside and roared through 
right under the pit wall, snatching victo- 
ry by the smallest possible margin. 
Malcolm Clube (McLaren) robbed Ian 
Marshall’s Lotus 47 of third place just 
after half distance, but championship 


sponsor John Beasley just failed to 
outfox Marshall with another McLaren. 
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Aston Martin, Ferrari, Jaguar Challenge Race (10 laps): 1, Mike Salmon (4.2 Aston Martin Project 212), 
9m 21.18, 77.21mph; 2, David Preece (3.8 Jaguar XK120), 9m 27.6s; 3, John Harper (3.8 Jaguar XK120), 9m 
29.9s; 4, Peter Millward (4.4 Ferrari 365 GT4BB), 9m 59.6s; 5, David Ellis (5.3 Aston Martin V8), 10m 03.8s; 6, 
Robin Hamilton (5.3 Aston Martin V8), 10m 06.0s. Fastest lap: Salmon, 55.2s, 78.50mph. 

Vintage and Venerabie Aston Martin Race (10 laps): 1, John Freeman (2.0 Spa Special), 11m 29.0s, 
62.89mph, +9.0 on handicap; 2, Chris Hudson (1.5 Ulster), —22.2; 3, Derrick Edwards (1.5 Ulster), — 10.4; 4, 
Bill Elwell-Smith (1.5 Le Mans LM10), +8.3; 5, Nick Mason (1.5 Ulster LM21), +0.3; 6, Malcoim Cann (2.0 
15/98), + 11.0. Fastest lap: Elwell-Smith, 1m 07.4s, 64 29mph. 

Kent Messenger Formula Ford 1600 Championship Race (10 laps): 1, Tony Halliwell (Van Diemen- 
Minister RF77), 8m 51.7s, 81.47mph; 2, Paul Sleeman (Crossié-Minister 25F), 8m 55.0s; 3, Kim Furner 
(Royale-Scholar RP21), 8m 55.5s; 4, Peter Lawrence (Royale-Rowland RP3A), 8m 56.6s; 5, Bernard Lingard 
(Wimbhurst-Scholar), 9m 07.9s; 6, Paul Pierce (Dastle-Minister Mk 16), 9m 08.1s. Fastest lap: Sleeman, 
51.6s, 83.97mph. 

Thoroughbred Sports car race, up to 1650cc, 1651-2700cc, over 2701cc (10 laps): 1, John Harper (3.8 
Jaguar XK120), 9m 38.4s, 74.91mph; 2, David Ham (3.8 Jaguar XK120), 9m 44.2s; 3, John Chatham (2.7 
Austin Healey 100/6), 9m 50.6s; 4, Ken Heywood (1.6 Elva Courier), 10m 08.5s. Up to 1650ce: 1, Heywood, 
71.21mph; 2, Jeremy Trace (1.6 Elva Courier); 3, Me! Clarke (1.6 Porsche 356B). Fastest lap: Trace, 58.6s, 
73.94mph (record). 1651-2700cc: 1, Chatham, 73.37mph; 2, Roderick McPherson (2.0 Fraser Nash High 
Speed); 3, Anthony Smith (2.0 AC Ace). Fastest lap: Chatham, 57.2s, 75. 75mph. Over 2700ce: 1, Harper; 2, 
Ham; 3, Stephen O'Rourke (3.7 Aston Martin DB4 GT). Fastest lap: Harper, 55.9s, 77.51mph (record). 

Standard Aston Martin Race (10 laps): 1, Michael Russeli-Smith (5.3 V8), 10m 34.3s, 64.53mph; 2, Dave 
Reade (4.0 DBS), 10m 39.6s; 3, Mike Wadsworth (4.0 DBS), 10m 41.9s; 4, Malcolm MacGregor (4.0 DBS 
Vantage), 10m 46.2s; 5, Rachel Goaté (4.0 DBS), 10m 51.7s; 6, Paul Channon (3.0 DB2/4 Mk111), 10m 
52.0s. Fastest lap: Win Percy (4.0 DB5), 58.1s, 74.58mph (record) 

Historic Sports Car Group 2 Race, front engined GT, over 3000cc, 1300-3000cc and up to 1300cc; 
sports racing cars over 1600cc and up to 1600cc (10 laps): 1, David Dawson (1.6 Lotus 23), 9m 18.7s, 
77.55mph; 2, Brian Cocks (1.6 Lotus 23B), 9m 25.4s; 3, Mike Salmon (4.2 Aston Martin Project 212), 9m 
27.5s; 4, Mike Wood (2.0 Elva-BMW Mk7), 9m 32.5s. GT over 3000cc: 1, Salmon, 76.35mph; 2; Amschel 
Rothschild (4.7 AC Daytona Cobra Coupe); 3, Martin Colville (4.7 AC Cobra). Fastest lap: Salmon, 55.3s 
78.35mph. 1300-3000ce: 1, Tony Goodwin (1.6 Diva GT), 74.78mph; 2, David Pratley (2.0 Marcos GT); 3, 
Tony Steele (1.6 Lotus Elan). Fastest lap: Goodwin, 56.3s, 76 96mph. Up to 1300ce: 1, Roger Friend (1.2 
Lotus Elite), 75.15mph. No other starters. Fastest lap: Friend, 55.6s, 77 93mph (record). Sports racing over 
1600cc: 1, Wood, 75.68mph. No other starters. Fastest lap: Wood, 55.6s, 77 93mph. Up to 1600cc: 1, 
Dawson; 2, Cocks; 3, Jeffray Johnstone (1.6 Lotus 23B). Fastest lap: Dawson, 54.1s, 80.09mph (record). 

Classic Saloon Car Championship Race, over 2700cc, 1902-2700cc, 1252-1901cc and up to 1251cc 
(10 taps): 1, Bob Meacham (2.4 Jaguar Mk1), 10m 30.7s, 68.70mph; 2, Bill Pinckney (Jaguar 2.4), 10m 31.1s; 
3, Mike Bennion (2.5 Ford Zephyr), 10m 42.3s; 4, Andy McLennan (1.0 Austin A35), 10m 54.5s. Over 2700cc: 
1, Chuck Nicholson (3.5 Jaguar MkVII!), 64.23mph; 2, Graig Hinton (3.5 Jaguar MkViII). No other starters. 
Fastest lap: Hinton, 1m 05.6s, 66.05mph. 1902-2700ce: 1, Meacham; 2, Pinckney; 3, Bennion. Fastest lap: 
Pinckney, 1m 01.0s, 71.03mph (record). 1252-1901ce: 1, Judy Andreason (1.5 MG Magnette ZA), 63.63mph; 
2, Roger Andreason (1.5 MG Magnette ZA); 3, Dennis Carter (1.5 MG Magnette ZA). Fastest lap: Carter, 1m 
06.1s, 65.55mph. Up to 1251ce: 1, McLennan, 66 20mph; 2, Tony Raine (1.0 Austin A35); 3, Tom Hinds (1.0 
Austin A35). Fastest lap: McLennan, 1m 04.0s, 67.70mph (record). 

Historic Sports Car Group 4 Race, BAT Championship up to 2000cc and over 2000cc; sports 
racing/GT cars unrestricted (10 laps): 1, Richard Bond (5.0 Lola T70 Mkill), 8m 36.7s, 83.86mph; 2, Willie 
Green (5.0 Ford GT40), 8m 36.7s; 3, Malcolm Clube (4.7 McLaren Mk1C), 9m 04.0s; 4, lan Marshall (1.6 
Lotus 47), 9m 05.2s. BAT up to 2000cc: 1, Marshall, 79 47mph; 2, Rodney Bloor (1.6 Chevron B8); 3, Bob 
Linwood (2.0 Chevron B8). Fastest lap: Marshail, 52.4s, 82.69mph (record). Over 2000cc: 1, Bond; 2, 
Green; 3, Clube. Fastest lap: Green, 50.3s, 86.14mph (record). Sports/GT cars unrestricted: 1, John 
Jarvis (1.6 Lotus 23B), 77.79mph; 2, Martin Morris (3.0 Alfa Romeo 33-3TT); 3, Adrian Yates-Smith (2.2 
Porsche 911s). Fastest lap: Morris, 52.8s, 86. O6mph 


A full Classic Saloon field left the 
grid with fastest man Bill Pinckney 
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RAC Sprint champion Dave Harris won the invitation class. 


Pilgrimage to Man 


About 1400 Longton & District MC 
members made the annual pilgrimage 
to the Isle of Man on September 24. A 
small party from the club had prepared 
the 2.15 mile Hillclimb from Hillberry 
on the TT circuit to finish 650ft past 
Kate’s Cottage. 

With eighteen classes practice was 
tun without hitch, but eyes were 
opened when John McCartney's out- 
right record went by the board, when 
Terry Smith (McLaren 5000) scorched 
up the hill in a time of 67.79 and 
165mph measured on the radar. 

The first upset of the day was in class 
two where Longton Championship 
leader John Casey, (1328 Mini) was 
beaten for the first time this year by the 
similar car of David Ward. Class 3 saw 
the breaking of the strangle hold Palm- 
er Hewardine has with the ex Piers 
Courage Ford Mustang by George 
Swinbourne’s 1600 Escort. 

-Terry Carthy gave his new Mini an 
airing after writing his last car off at 
Longridge and found that Graham 
Thompson could only get to within 3 
secs of the Stockport drivers time of 
101.10. Class six had another favourite 
beaten when Des Richardson (Midget) 
had to give second best to David Gor- 
nalls similar car whilst his brother John 
bent three corners of his immaculate 
Midget with a bad spin at Brandish. 

Andrew Wareing (Elan) showed a 
clean pair of heels to the rest of the 
class in marque sports cars 1300-2000cc 
as did Ian Knowles venerable but quick 
Spondon Haulage Sprite. The only class 
win from the Porsche dominated Manx 
entry came from Ian Corkhill’s rally 
prepared Carrera from the fastest lady 
driver of the day, Gill Pickard, similarly 
mounted. 

Class ten was a tied first run of 92.63 
by John Walker (Jaguar E-type) from 
Manxman David Shacklock (2.8 
Porsche) with the former winning the 
class on the last run with a splendid 
time of 87.54, 0,74sec ahead. Mervyn 
Bartram and Bobby Fryers took classes 
11 and 12 with ease. 

With 0.26sec covering the first three 
places on the final run, the Lep Vixen 
Imp of Peter Kirby pushed the ‘father’ 
of Terrapins, Allan Staniforth into sec- 
ond spot, in the small single-seater 
class, by 0.17sec with the immaculate 
Chevron B17 of Kevin Hodgkinson 
some 0.09sec away. Anthony Taylor’s 
Autotune Ensign finally put Allan 
Newton's Huron into second spot for 
second FTD award to the latter. David 
Wrays Taydec and Peter Rileys March 
722 had to be happy to finish third and 
fourth behind the flying Nelson-based 
pair, but still came out with some 
silverware. 
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David Hartley won the poorly sup- 
ported over 1600cc class with ease, but 
the climax of the day was a special 
Invitation class to drivers outside the 
lucrative Longton Championship. Mar- 
tyn Griffiths (Brabham) was sidelined 
with a broken engine mounting and, on 
the first run, Dave Harris showed why 
he is the RAC Sprint Champion with a 
72.67 ascent and 161mph through the 
speed trap, leaving Alan Richards (Sur- 
tees TS8) on 72.92 and Terry Smith 
(McLaren F5000) breaking the beam on 
73.26. 

The last run began with the Surtees 
driver taking over the lead with a time 
of 70.93 and 146mph. Terry Smith was 
next to go and nearly lost it at Creg-Ny- 
Baa but found himself in the lead by 
Kate’s Cottage with a hairy 70.70 and 
161mph. 

The £150 cheque and silverware’s 
destiny all hinged on the last run with 
Dave Harris appearing at Creg with the 
nearside front spoiler nearly under the 
front wheel and braking very, very 
late—he then managed to get through 
this slippery bend to stop the clock at a 
fabulous new record of 67.47. 


FTD: Anthony Taylor (Ensign), 77.65s 

Class winners: David Ward (Mini), 97.59s; 
George Swinbourne (Escort), 88.80s; Terry Carthy 
(Mini), 101.10s; David Stockbridge (Escort RS2000), 
109.14s; David Gornall (Midget), 103.83s; Andrew 
Wareing (Elan), 98.33s; lan Corkhill (Porsche), 
88.67 (record); lan Knowles (Sprite), 99.41s; John 
Walker (E-type), 87.54s; Mervyn Bartram (JEB Spe- 
cial), 87.02s; Bobby Fryers (Landar), 93.80s; Peter 
Kirby (Vixen Imp), 94.23s; David Wray (Taydec), 
80.95s; David Hartley (Brabham), 84.46s. 


Courts in rain 


Steve Courts (Skoda Combi) from the 
Coventry & Warwickshire club won the 
Bewdley Valley Trial last Sunday. On 
the 40 sections, made greasy by mid 
morning rain, he dropped 166 marks 
and he had the same score as Mike 
Stephens (Mexico) who was running 
with the Imps in Class 4. Twenty-six 
competitors contested four classes and 
there was a surprise in the first where 
Ray Warrington beat Geoff Spencer by 
two marks, Warrington (in his Mini) 
dropping the day’s lowest score with 
133 marks. Class 2 fell to Phil Shaw 
(Mexico) who beat Dennis Wells 
(Skoda) by 17 marks while Malcolm 
Brown had an easy win in the sports car 
class beating Andy Lees in their Sprite 


battle by 28 marks. 

Overall: S. Courts (Skoda Combi), 166 marks 
lost 

Class winners: R. Warrington (Mini), 133 marks, 
P. Shaw (Mexico), 218 marks; M. Brown (Sprite), 
182 marks; M. Stephens (Mexico), 166 marks 
Ladies: Mrs Gwen Warrington (Mini), 182 marks 
Novice: R. Norton (Mini), 172 marks. Best Bewdley 
C. Palmer (Escort), 267 marks 


RAC Formula 


RAC 
FORMULA FORD 1600 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Trevor van Rooyen 
Chico Serra 

Yves Sarazin 

Nigel Mansell 

Ken Acheson 

Don MacLeod 
Bernard Devaney 
David Heale 
Trevor Templeton 
10. David Sears 


etc. 
(best 6 scores count) 
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Chandler 


The 1977 Chandler Hargreaves 
Formula Junior champion is Alan 
Baillie the Kawasaki dealer from 
Reading. Alan is perhaps best known 
for his successes in the Varley Batteries 
Monoposto championship which he 
won in 1974, ’75 and °76 with his 
phenomenal Viking. Having dominat- 
ed this class for so long Alan sportingly 
left the formula to give the other lads a 
chance, and turned his hand to the FJ 
series, also administrated by the club. 
Using a Lotus 20, Baillie amassed 87 
points this year, four more than the 
Cooper of Arthur Curnow. 


CHANDLER 
HARGREAVES FORMULA! 
JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP 


May 01 Lydden Hill 


Jun 06 Castie Combe 
& Jun 26 Mallory Park 


Alan Baillie 

Arthur Curnow 

Mike Harrison 

Al Black 

Frank Tiedeman 
Michael Murphy 
Brian — 

Roger er 
Kenneth Moore 

10. Brian Cowperthwaite 
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etc. 
(best 6 scores to count) 


Wayne Wainwright—family effort. 


BRSCC DEBENHAMS 
ESCORT CHALLENGE 


Mar 13 Mallory Park 


| | 8 Apr 24 Silverstone 
8 May 05 Brands Hatch 


Wayne Wainwright 
Neil McGrath 
David de Costa* 
Basil Wainwright 
Geoff Evans 
Bill Postins 
John Morris 
Barrie Williams 
Graham Hollis 
10. Nick Weir 

etc. 
(best 13 scores count) 
*minus 52 points for exclusion on Apr 24. 
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Ford 1600 
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Alan Baillie—first time champion. 
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This year’s exciting BRSCC Escort 
challenge series, sponsored by Deben- 
hams, has been won by the young 


Birmingham driver Wayne Wain- 
wright enjoying his second season in 
the class. Wayne started his career in 
hillclimbs three or four years back, 
sharing a Rover-powered Capri with 
his father Basil. As with all of the 
Comlec-prepared machines this car 
was immaculately turned out and, fol- 
lowing much success in this branch of 
the sport, the decision was taken to turn 
to circuit racing. This Wayne has done 
with great skill, culminating in his 
championship victory this year. 


Combe 


Oct 02 Donington Park 
Oct 09 Brands Hatch 


Jul 24 Cadwell Park 
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Sep 25 Cadwell Park 


Jul 10 Croft 
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BAT Builders 
Historics 


VE YOURSEL? 


i 
POR AOUND BAANL 


This year’s BAT Builders’ Group 4 
historic sports car championship has 
been won by Willie Green in the over 
2-litre class and Rodney Bloor (be- 
low) in the smaller division. Green, 
immaculate Gulf-liveried 
GT40 scored 54 points to defeat 
Richard Bond (Lola T70), Brewster 
Righter (Cobra) and Steven Smith 
(GT40) in his class while Bloor drove 
his unique Chevron-FVA B8 to 39 
ahead of Chris Stewart 
(Porsche), Simon Phillips (Chevron) 
and Ian Marshall (Lotus 47). Series 
sponsor John Beasley enjoyed the 
series immensely, putting in some 
fine drives in his BAT Chevron- 
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Austria 

France 

Estoril, Portugal 
Riverside, California, USA 
Brands Hatch, England 


Zolder, Belgium 
Calder, Australia 


ish events 


Venue 
Park Avenue Municipal Car Park, Aberystwyth 


Lucas Ltd, Great King Street, Birmingham 
Warrenpoint 

Swale Motors, Sittingbourne, (MR178/9093629) 
Membury Services, M4 (MR174/311760) 

North Kilworth (MR140/627836}) 

Main Street, Tobermory 

Brands Hatch, nr Dartford, Kent 


Santa Pod, nr Wellingborough, Northants 
Donington Park, nr Castle Donington, Derby 


Cadwell Park, nr Louth, Lincs 
Ingliston, nr Edinburgh, Scotland 


Snetterton, nr Thetford, Norfolk 


Torquay, Devon 
Kinkell Braes 


Stone Lodge Farm, Dartford, Kent 
Brighouse, West Yorks 
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BRSCC RENAULT 5 
ELF CHALLENGE 


Doug Bassett 

John Trevelyan 

David Benton 

Neil McGrath 

John Bell 

Charles Sawyer Hoare 

gous bw deel 
layne Wainwright 

Colin Green 

David Kahn - 

etc. 


KENT MESSENGER 
FORMULA FORD 1600 
CHAMPIONSHIP 


Tony Halliwell 

Paul Sleeman 

Kim Turner 
Bernard Devaney 
Peter Lawrence 
Simon Davey 
Gilmar Camolesi de 
Souza 

Richard Trott 
Pedro Nogues 

Rick Morris 

etc. 


nternational events 


OASC Rally—European Rally Championship for Drivers 
Chataigne Rally—European Rally Championship for Drivers 
European Touring Car Championship (G2) 

Can-Am Challenge Cup, IROC 

ooo International (G8), FF2000, FF1600, G1, Production Saloons, ShellSport 


G1-5 
F5000, G1 


Event 
Rally 


Autotest 

Rally 

Rally 

Rally 

Rally 

Rally 

Race Meeting 


Drag Meeting 
Race Meeting 


Race Meeting 
Race Meeting 


Rallycross 
Hillclimb 
Hiliclimb 
Autotest 
Sporting Trial 
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Kent Messenger 


Tony Halliwell, the new Kent Messen- yp 
ger Formula Ford champion, failed to 
make the final round at Brands on 
Sunday following a major engine blow 
up in testing on Wednesday. A rod 
decided to ventilate the block so the 
unit was returned to David Minister to 
be rebuilt prior to sale of the Van 
Diemen. Meanwhile, so pleased have 
Fairview Estates been with their spon- 
sorship of Tony that they have agreed 
to back him again in 1978, in a new 
FF2000 car. Halliwell won five of the 
nine championship rounds he contested 
with three second places as well so 
Fairview's confidence has been justly 
rewarded. Details of championships to 
be contested and the chassis/engine 
combination have yet to be decided 
although it is known that Tony has 
shown keen interest in a new Crosslé. 
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BRANDS HATCH 


The BARC organise the major race 
meeting of the weekend which incorpo- 
rates the final round of the ShellSport 
International series which sports a cou- 
ple of new runners in its entry, in 
addition to the regular championship 
contenders. Also featured on the bill is 
the last round of the Tricentrol/RAC 
British Saloon Car Championship 
backed up by events for BAF FF2000, 
British Radio production saloons and 
ShellSport Escorts driven by the G1 
aces. Practice and two heats and a final 
for FF1600 cars take place on Saturday 
from 9.30am with practice on Sunday 
also from 9.30am. Racing starts with 
the touring car race at 1.30pm on Sun- 
day. For further details of the meeting 
see Pit & Paddock and Sports Extra. 


DONINGTON 


The BARC are also in charge for Sun- 
day’s meeting at Donington which fea- 
tures eight races on its busy schedule. 
Events are for the penultimate round of 
the BP Formula 3 championship (which 
boasts an excellent entry including 
Anders Olofsson’s Ralt which takes on 
all the regular aces), with support from 
SodaStream Sports 2000, Forward 
Trust and Hitachi special saloons, Law- 
réncetune thoroughbred sports, STS 
modsports, classic saloons and Leyland 
Mini 1275s. Action starts with practice 
at 9am and racing from 2pm. 


INGLISTON 


Once again Ingliston opens its gates to a 
busy eight-race meeting for the benefit 
of Scottish racing enthusiasts on Sun- 
day. Practice starts at 9.30am with rac- 
ing from 2pm. Events cater for special 
saloons (sponsored by Ross Chrysler 
Dodge), historic racing and sports cars 
(sponsored by Burmah oil), FF1600, 
FF2000, clubmans, Formule libre and 
modsports. 


CADWELL PARK 


Lincoln Motor Cycle & Car Club or- 
ganise this Sunday’s meeting at the 
delightful Lincolnshire parkland circuit. 
Qualifying rounds of the national | 
Formula Vee series, King of Cadwell 
Formule libre award and the VW (GB) 
Silver Cup FSV championships top the 
bill while FF1600, clubmans and special 
saloons complete the afternoon’s enter- 
tainment. Practice starts at 9.15am with 
racing following at 1.30pm,. 


Club 
Wolverhampton & South Staffs CC 


Hagley & DLCC 
Newry & DMC 
Borough 18 MC 
Devizes & DMC 
Fernie CC 
2300 Club 
BARC 


BDR & HRA 
BARC 


Lincoin MC & CC 
SMRC 


West Suffolk MC/Sporting CC of Norfolk 


Details 
Castrol 77 National Rally—Motor/RAC & Castrol/Autosport Rally 
Championships 

Ken Wharton Memorial Autotests 


Mourne Forest Raily 


Powerrush Trophy Rally 


Driveshaft Rally 
Night Ow! Rally 


Tour of Mull—“Motoring News” Rally Championship 
ShellSport International (G8), FF2000, FF1600, G1, Production 
Saloons, ShellSport Escorts 


BPF3, Sports 2000, Clubmans, Special Saloons, Mini 1275s, 
Modsports, Classic Saloons, Thoroughbred Sports 

F Vee, F Super Vee, FF1600, Clubmans, Special Saloons, F Libre 
Special Saloons, Production Saloons, FF1600 & 2000, Sports 
Cars, Clubmans, F Libre, Modsports, Historic Cars 

RAC National Rallycross Championship 

Oddicombe Hill Climb 


Pennine Trial—RAC/Semperit/BTRDA Trials Championship 


: 
Secretaries of the Meeting are requested to send details of all forthcoming events to Miss Linda McRae, Autosport Editorial, Haymarket Publishing, 76 Dean Street, London W1A 1BU 


AUTOSPORT, OCTOBER 13, 1977 


Who knows, one day it 
could be law. 


Even the purest oils can produce 
their share of engine killers. 

Sticky lacquers, tars, sludges, resins 
and acids to clog up the works. 

At Duckhams we ran lab tests on 
13 leading oils. 

No less than 10 oils didn’t contain 
all the special additives we consider 
vital to stop them murdering your 
engine. 

Additives that we guarantee with 
every can of Duckhams Q. 


They've helped Duckhams Q pass 
the toughest performance tests that 
Leyland,Mercedes, 
Ford, Volvo, Fiat, the 
leading car manufac- 
turers, set for oil. 

It’s all there on 
the side of the can. 

Reassurance 
that Duckhams will 
do far more than 
just oil the works. 


MOTOR Oil 


Don't let anyone tell yo! 
all motor oils are the san 


if you'd hke to know more about what an engine oil should do, please send for our free booklet ‘Duckhams: The hardest-working part of- your engine’ Duckhams Oils, (Dept.Q), Summit House, West Wickham, Kent BR4 OSJ 


